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The Value of Water in the Upper Gunnison River Basin

In addition to being the foundation for all land-based life,
we value water as the foundation and lifeblood for  

the ecological and economic qualities that we treasure:

The forests that hold the mountains together against erosion; 

The streams and rivers and the life they contain, 
and the spiritual, aesthetic and recreational gifts they provide;

The utility and beauty of the water and land together 
when reunited for high-country pasturage agriculture; 

The snow that accumulates as a natural reservoir of water
and also affords much recreational joy; 

The too-taken-for-granted quality of the water we drink; 

The food and the other agricultural and ecological services 
the water supports, here and in the distant farms and cities 

served by the water once it moves on from our valleys, 
all of which enable our lives here.

This plan is prepared to help preserve these values in the Upper Gunnison River Basin 
in a time of increasing human population and permanently reduced water supplies. 

Nada sin aqua
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List of Acronyms and Definitions  
The following acronyms and definitions are used frequently in this Report: 

303(d) List   Colorado List of Impaired Waters 
g/L    Micrograms per liter

BMPs    Best management practices
CCWC    Coal Creek Watershed Coalition 
CDPHE   Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
CDSS    Colorado Decision Support System 
CNHP    Colorado Natural Heritage Program 
CoAgMet   Colorado Agricultural Meteorological Network 
CPW    Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
CU    Consumptive Use 
CWA    Clean Water Act
CWCB    Colorado Water Conservation Board 
CWP    Colorado’s Water Plan 
District    Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District 
DRMS    Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety 
DWR    Colorado Division of Water Resources 
EPA    Environmental Protection Agency
GBIP    Gunnison Basin Implementation Plan 
HCCA    High County Conservation Advocates 
M&E List   Colorado Monitoring and Evaluation List 
MEMC    Mt. Emmons Mining Company 
MLP WTP   Meridian Lake Park Water Treatment Plant
MMI    Macroinvertebrate Multimetric Index 
NWS Coop   National Weather Service Cooperative Observer Station
OHV    Off Highway Vehicles
PCA    Potential Conservation Areas 
RMBL    Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory 
StateCU   CDSS Consumptive Use Model 
StateMOD   CDSS Water Rights Allocation Model
SUP    standup paddle boarding 
SWSI    Statewide Water Supply Initiative
UGRWCD   Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District 
USFS    US Forest Service
USGS    US Geological Survey 
WMP    Watershed Management Plan
WMPC    Watershed Management Planning Committee
WQCD    Water Quality Control Division 
WTP    Water Treatment Plant
WWTF    Wastewater Treatment Facility
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Definitions
As used in this Report, these terms are defined as follows:  

“Domestic use” includes the use of water for household, municipal, and industrial purposes. 

“Pasture grass” is forage grown in irrigated meadows that is mowed for livestock feed (haying) 
or grazed. 

“Watershed Management Planning Committee” is a committee formally sanctioned by the Board 
of Directors of the Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District consisting of Board 
members, District staff, consultants, and interested stakeholders.  The Committee is chaired by a 
member of the Board. 


