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Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District

210 West Spencer Avenue, Suite B = Gunnison, Colorado 81230
Telephone (970) 641-6065 « www.ugrwcd.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING AGENDA - AMENDED

Monday - January 24, 2022
5:30 PM

MISSION STATEMENT

To be an active leader in all issues affecting the water resources of the Upper Gunnison River Basin.

p.m.

p.m.
p.m.

p.m.
p.m.

N

ok~

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Call to Order

e Introduction of Cheryl Cwelich, Watershed Program Coordinator
Agenda Approval
Consent Agenda Items: Any of the following items may be removed for
discussion from the consent agenda at the request of any Board member or
citizen.

e Approval of December 8, 2021 Minutes

e Monthly Budget Summary

e Consideration of Operating Expenses

e Consideration of Non-Operating Expenses
Legal and Legislative Matters
General Manager and Committee Reports

e General Manager’s Report

e Treasurer’s Report

e Executive Committee Meeting

o Action on Board Meeting Schedule

e Taylor Local User’s Group - Letters of Interest and Recommendations

o Action on Renewal of 2022 Representatives’ terms
Watershed Management Planning Committee
Grant Committee
Education and Outreach Committee
Basin Water Supply Information



6:40
6:45

7:00
7:05
7:10
7:15

p.m.
p.m.

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

8.

10.
11.

Wet Meadows Program
Scientific Endeavors
Long Lake Stakeholder Work Group
Gunnison Basin Roundtable Update — January 17, 2021 Meeting
e Gunnison River Festival Update
Break
Miscellaneous Matters
e Infrastructure Bill (Water)
Spencer Condo Association Meeting Update
Homestake Mine Public Hearing in Saguache County
Current Gunnison River Spreadsheet
Monthly Energy Production Report — Solar Panels
e Newspaper Articles from December 2021 and January 2022
Citizen Comments
Future Meetings
Summary of Meeting Action Items
Adjournment

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)
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Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District

210 West Spencer Avenue, Suite B = Gunnison, Colorado 81230
Telephone (970) 641-6065 « www.ugrwcd.org

WATER ACTIVITY ENTERPRISE

REGULAR SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, January 24, 2022

720 p.m. 1. Call to Order
721 p.m. 2. Agenda Approval
7:23 p.m. 3. Consent Agenda Items: Any of the following items may be removed for
discussion from the consent agenda at the request of any Board member or
citizen.
e Approval of July 27, 2021 Minutes
e Upper Gunnison Water Activity Enterprise 2021 Budget Summary
e Adoption of Resolution 2022-1 to Set Posting Place
e Consideration of Expenses
7:30 p.m. 4. Meridian Lake Reservoir Update
7:40 p.m. 5. Adoption of 2022 Budget
7:55 p.m. 6. Citizen Comments
8.00 pm. 7. Miscellaneous Matters
8:10 p.m. 8. Summary of Meeting Action Items
8:15 pm. 9. Adjournment

Note: This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items or the deletion of items at any time. All times are approximate.
Regular meetings, public hearings, and special meetings are recorded, and action can be taken on any item. The board may address individual
agenda items at any time or in any order to accommodate the needs of the board and the audience. Persons with special needs due to a
disability are requested to call the District at (970)641-6065 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.
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Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, December 8, 2021

The Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District conducted a regularly
scheduled meeting on Wednesday, December 8, 2021 via video/teleconferencing at 5:30 p.m.

Board members present: Rosemary Carroll, Joellen Fonken, Rebie Hazard, Stacy McPhail, Julie Nania, Bill
Nesbitt, John Perusek and Don Sabrowski

Board members absent: Michelle Pierce and Andy Spann
Also present:

Isabella Biondini, Gunnison Country Times

Sonja Chavez, UGRWCD General Manager

Jesse Kruthaupt, Trout Unlimited

John McClow, UGRWCD General Counsel

Beverly Richards, UGRWCD Water Resource Specialist

Jill Steele, UGRWCD Accountant

Sue Uerling, UGRWCD Administrative Assistant/Communications Support Specialist

1. CALL TO ORDER

Board Vice President Stacy McPhail called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

2.  AGENDA APPROVAL

Director Bill Nesbitt moved and Director John Perusek seconded approval of the agenda as circulated.
The motion carried.

3. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

Director Sara Bergstrom moved and Director Bill Nesbitt seconded approval of the consent agenda
items. The motion carried.

4. ADOPTION OF 2022 BUDGET AND RESOLUTIONS

Director Bill Nesbitt moved and Director Joellen Fonken seconded approval of Resolution 2021-05
to Adopt the 2022 Budget. The motion carried.



Director Bill Nesbitt moved and Director Rebie Hazard seconded approval of Resolution 2021-06 to
Appropriate Sums of Money for the 2022 Budget. The motion carried.

Director Bill Nesbitt moved and Director John Perusek seconded approval of Resolution 2021-07 to
set the Mill Levy at 1.951 mills. The motion carried.

D. MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

Manager’s Report:

e General Manager Sonja Chavez reported that she and General Counsel spoke at the Gunnison
County Stockgrowers Association annual meeting on December 8. Sonja gave a general overview
on the water year and John spoke about the Colorado River Compact.

e Sonja reported that General Counsel John McClow received an email from the Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR) about the Memorandum of Agreement for the development of the hydroelectric
generation facility proposed by Gunnison County Electric Association (GCEA) at the Taylor Park
Dam. The BOR is now asking to be a party/signor on the Memorandum. John said he does not
believe any of the other parties will have an issue with this so the Memorandum will be updated
accordingly for signature.

e Sonja announced that the Colorado Water Congress will hold their convention January 26-28 in
Aurora. Directors Nesbitt, McPhail, Nania and Carroll expressed interest. Sonja asked all directors
to please contact staff by the end of the next week to confirm their attendance so staff can register
participants and make hotel accommodations.

e Sonja showed a poster the District received from Henry Woods about the Red Sky Drum Group
performing their sacred snow dance in Lake City on Saturday, December 18 in the town park. The
Lake Fork Conservancy is sponsoring the event. Sonja made a $100 donation for the event on
behalf of the District through the Manger’s Discretionary Fund and said that she will be going. The
drum group is part of the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe.

Discussion on changing UGRWCD Board Meeting schedule

General Manager Sonja Chavez reported that she would like input about changing the current Board meeting
schedule to having some of the meetings every other month with place holders for meetings if needed on the
months off. Sonja noted that the current monthly schedule does not allow for adequate time for committees
to meet and reports to be generated for the Board meeting since as soon as the current Board meeting is over
and minutes are written, it is time to get the agenda and board packet out for the next meeting. The Board
packets must be sent out at least a week in advance. A graphic of proposed meeting dates for 2022 was
projected during the meeting. Director Bill Nesbitt said he felt this matter should be discussed first at an
Executive Committee meeting scheduled in January. Vice President Stacy McPhail recommended that Board
members provide their input to Sonja and that action on the dates be delayed until after everyone had time to
weigh in.



A copy of the “Watershed Program Coordinator” job description was provided in the Board packet in
advance of the meeting. Director Bill Nesbitt asked if the District should have advertised for the position.
Sonja said that she conferred with Legal Counsel John McClow who said that advertising was not required.
Sonja stated that an offer has been made to Cheryl Cwelich and Directors Rosemary Carroll and Stacy
McPhail said Cheryl was a former UGRWCD intern and an excellent choice. Director McPhail noted that
the Board had given Sonja their support at the November Board meeting to move forward with filling the
position and that it is at Sonja’s discretion as to whom she selects to fill the position. General Counsel John
McClow noted that the District did interview two candidates before the position was offered to Cheryl.

6. CITIZEN COMMENTS

There were no citizen comments.

1. FUTURE MEETINGS

Vice President Stacy McPhail referred to the Future Meetings listing provided in the packet and noted that
the 2022 Draft Board Meeting Schedule is subject to change based on input from Board members. She
offered that Board members should reach out directly to Sonja or President Michelle Pierce with any input.

8. SUMMARY OF MEETING ACTION ITEMS

Board members were reminded to let staff know as soon as possible if they want to attend the Colorado
Water Congress convention January 26-28, 2022.

General Manager Sonja Chavez will take input from the Board about changing the Board Meeting Schedule
for 2022.

Director Rebie Hazard asked if anyone from the District had been in contact with any of the Saguache
County commissioners about the Homestake Mine reclamation proposal discussed at the November Board
meeting. Sonja replied that no one had been in touch yet. Director Hazard said she had questioned Saguache
County Commissioner Tim Lovato about the issue and he indicated that the commissioners had been advised
by Homestake of their plans and that the County was on board with what Homestake had presented. Rebie
noted that Tim Lovato is a former water commissioner and he has been following this issue for a long time.
Director McPhail said she felt it would still be a good idea for the District to reach out to Mr. Lovato and the
County to be sure they were fully aware of what Homestake’s proposal entails and possible outcomes.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Board Vice President Stacy McPhail adjourned the December 8, 2021 meeting at 5:56 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,



John Perusek, Secretary

APPROVED:

Stacy McPhail, Vice President



Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District

Budget Summary 2021 % Received or
November December Year to Date 2021 Budget Expended
Revenues
General property $ 3479 § 5714 $ 1,342,750 $ 1,347,248 99.67%
Specific Ownership 8,138 7,707 88,771 65,000 136.57%
Pen. & Interest on Taxes 206 491 3,048 3,300 92.35%
Interest on Investments 30 26 7,713 52,500 14.69%
Water Quality Monitoring - -
Lake San Cristobal Water Activity Enterprise - - 12,268 12,268 100.00%
Gunnison County - - 12,815 12,815 100.00%
National Park Service - - 7.839 7,839 100.00%
Skyland Metro District - - 1,393 1,393 100.00%
Total Water Quality Monitoring - - 34,315 34,315 100.00%
Aspinall Water Sales 19,885 0.00%
Aspinall Augmentation Late Fee - 2 280
Aspinall Unit Admin Fee - 20 3,860
Aspinall Water Sales - Other - 30 20,599
Total Aspinall Water Sales - 52 24,739 19,885 124.41%
Cloud Seeding Program - Passthrough - - - 90,750 93,750 96.80%
Wet Meadows Project - Passthrough - - 226,778 388,000 58.45%
Watershed Management Planning - Passthrough - - 58,657 174,000 33.71%
Miscellaneous Income - - 1,251 1,000 125.10%
Unspent Funds from Previous Year - 32,325 0.00%
TOTAL REVENUES $ 11,852 $ 13,989 $ 1,878,771 $ 2,211,323 84.96%
Expenditures
GRF Expenses to Reimburse $ B
Operating -
Administrative Salaries $ 26,302 % 26,303 $ 294,481 § 315,635 93.30%
Staff Salaries 38,681 12,498 141,405 154,061 91.79%
Payroll Taxes 2,041 2,050 32,717 36,495 89.65%
Employee Benefits -
Medical Insurance 3,002 3,002 36,021 34,425 104.64%
Colorado Retirement Association 2,523 2,623 31,254 31,002 100.81%
Workers Comp. Ins. - 325 6,780 5,000 135.60%
Gen. Counsel CLE & Memberships - - 1,394 3,000 46.46%
Gen. Manager CE & Memberships - - 290 2,000 14.50%
Staff Development and Training 580 - 1,796 4,000 44.91%
Employee Benefits - Other - - -
Total Employee Benefits 6,105 5,850 77,535 79,427 97.62%
Public Outreach
Website Updates - - 2,474 1,000 247 .40%
Public Education/Advertising 260 305 16,278 12,000 135.65%
Gunnison River Festival Support - - 7,500 7,500 100.00%
Mini-Grants 300 - 789 2,000 39.45%
Youth Conservation Corps Support - - - 6,500 0.00%
Social Media - - 4 5,000 0.09%
Total Public Outreach 560 305 27,045 34,000 79.54%
Audit and Accounting 420 6,052 7,500 80.70%
Utilities and Assoc. Dues -
Condo Association Dues 550 550 6,600 6,600 100.00%
Utilities 145 583 4,371 2,196 199.06%
Office Cleaning 50 - 2,290 4,600 49.78%
Utilities and Assoc. Dues - Other - - (374)
Total Utilities and Assoc. Dues 745 1,133 12,887 13,396 96.20%
Bonding and Insurance -
Board of Directors' Bond - - - 110 0.00%
Gen. Liab/Pub. Off/ Exc. Liab. - - 8,041 8,168 98.45%
AD&D - - 1,594 1,595 99.94%
Bonding for Persons with Access to Funds - - 401 401 100.00%
Bonding and Insurance - Other - - 3,564
Total Bonding and Insurance - - 13,600 10,274 132.37%
Office Telephone 1,211 395 4,384 7,110 61.66%
Office Equipment -
Furniture - 544 804 1,000 80.38%
Computer Purchase - - 2,919 4,000 72.97%
IT Support/Computer Repair - - 2,174 5,800 37.48%
Other Equipment - - 5,000 0.00%
Board Room A/V Upgrade - - 18,452 20,000 92.26%
Copier Expenses 267 486 5,087 4,380 116.13%
Office Equipment - Other - - (1,177)
Total Office Equipment 267 1,030 28,259 40,180 70.33%
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Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District

Budget Summary 2021 % Received or
November December Year to Date 2021 Budget Expended
Legal Publication 56 1,314 4,632 6,000 77.21%
Admin.Travel & Exp. 705 - 12,394 22,000 56.34%
Office Expenses
Spencer Ave. Reimbursable - - -
Office Supplies 709 483 6,220 3,100 200.64%
Consumable Supplies 31 - 772 1,200 64.31%
Publications & Subscriptions 12 12 1,038 1,500 69.21%
Computer, Internet, LexisNexis 541 993 16,020 6,250 256.31%
Software 1,592 - 8,456 4,800 176.17%
Office Expenses - Other - (864)
Total Office Expenses 2,885 1,488 31,641 16,850 187.78%
Postage 6 - 1,738 1,500 115.88%
BOD Expenses -
Travel Reimbursement 274 - 3,025 10,000 30.25%
BOD Discretionary Fund - - - 2,000 0.00%
BOD Expenses - Other - - (117)
Total BOD Expenses 274 - 2,908 12,000 24.23%
Meeting Expenses 3,500 0.00%
WAE - Meeting Expenses - -
Meeting Expenses - Other 272 - 3,489
Total Meeting Expenses 272 - 3,489 3,500 99.69%
County Treasurers’ Fees 116 202 42 377 42,466 99.79%
Board of Directors' Fees - - 13,520 0.00%
LSCWAE BOD Meeting Fees - - 80
Board of Directors' Fees - UGRWCD 1,000 - 9,600
Total Board of Directors’ Fees 1,000 900 9,680 13,520 71.60%
BOD Mileage 164 8 869 2,200 39.48%
Org. Memberships & Dues - -
Colorado Water Congress Dues - 100 2,351 2,060 114.13%
Colorado Water Congress State Affairs - - 500 400 125.00%
Colorado Water Congress Federal Affairs - - - 200 0.00%
NWCCOG-QQ Dues - - 530 530 100.00%
Water Education Colorado - - 600 500 120.00%
Special District Assoc. of Colo - - 3,300 1,650 200.00%
Employers Council - - 2,117 925 228.83%
Weather Modification Association - - 500 300 166.67%
Org. Memberships & Dues - Other (Water Wkshp.) - - 3,500 -
Total Org. Memberships & Dues - 100 13,398 6,565 204.08%
Manager's Discretionary 217 - 4,267 3,000 142.22%
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES $ 82,026 $ 53,576 § 765,758 $§ 827,679 92.52%
Non-operating -
General Consulting - General Engineering Support $ - $ 21,992 § 15,000 146.61%
Recreational In-Channel Diversion - Webcam - 1,000 0.00%
Taylor Park Projects - UVUWA - - 7,436 6,377 116.61%
LSC Admin Fee on Base Units - 13,464 13,464 100.00%
Basin Augmentation Program - Subordination Report - - (1,383) 9,000 -15.36%
Building Expenses - Repair & Maintenance - - 14,483 1,000 1448.31%
Aspinall Water Costs - - 19,942 17,326 115.10%
Regional Water Supply Prog. -
Grant Program 45,000 50,000 181,062 200,000 90.53%
Enhancing Resiliency Riparian (Wet Meadows) - 418,000 0.00%
NRCS - - -
CPW Wetlands Grant - - 15,000
BLM Coop. Agree. L17AC00255 412 2,523 23,820
BLM Sit - - 8,365
USFS PA-2 17-PA-11020407-00 - - 10,000
NFWF Phase Il - 2,170 89,342
Enhancing Resiliency Riparian - Other 5,333 5,333 49,875
Total Enhancing Resiliency Riparian 5,745 10,027 196,402 418,000 46.99%
Cloudseeding - 118,000 0.00%
irwin Remote Generator 63 95 12,826
Cloud Seeding - 67,373
Cloudseeding - Other - 33,473 33,473
Total Cloudseeding 63 33,567 113,671 118,000 96.33%
Taylor River Watershed Modeling 16,378 40,000 40.94%
Selenium Long-Term Trend Monitoring - 10,000 0.00%
Regional Water Supply Prog. - Other 12,259
Total Regional Water Supply Prog. 50,808 93,594 519,772 786,000 66.13%
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Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District

Budget Summary 2021 % Received or
November December Year to Date 2021 Budget Expended
Basinwide Planning -
Watershed Management Planning 4,578
Watershed MMP funds for Grants program - - 6,000
CWCB PO 2020-2113 - - 600
NPS PO 2021-4821 - - 9,653
CWCB PO 2019-2891 17,431 - 68,300
Watershed Management Planning - Other 16,234 4,641 106,516
Total Watershed Management Planning 33,665 4,641 195,647 175,000 111.80%
Watershed Mgmt PIn Implementation - - - 50,000 0.00%
RMBL Weather Monitoring Network - - - 5,000 0.00%
Basinwide Planning - Other - - -
Total Basinwide Planning 33,665 4,641 195,647 230,000 85.06%
Water Quality Monitoring -
Streamflow Gaging 33,135 28,893 118,502 51,416 230.48%
Water Quality Monitoring 12,256 10,686 43,829 58,000 75.57%
Agency Pass Through Funds - - 34,315 0.00%
Watershed Stakeholder Support - - 10,000 20,000 50.00%
City of Gunnison Hazardous Waste Collection - - - 2,000 0.00%
Total Water Quality Monitoring 45,391 39,579 172,331 165,731 103.98%
Endangered Fish Recov Prog 3,000 - 3,000 0.00%
Spencer Avenue Reserve Contrib. - - -
TOTAL NON-OPERATING EXPENSES $ 132,864 $ 137,814 $ 963,684 $ 1,256,898 76.67%
Contingency $ 24,000 0.00%
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 214,891 § 191,391 § 1,729,442 $ 2,108,577 82.02%
REVENUES OVER/(UNDER) EXPENDITURES $ (203,038) $ (177,401) $ 149,329 § 102,746 145.34%
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UGRWCD & UGRWAE BANK BALANCES, INTEREST RATES, MATURITY DATES

UGRWCD Instrument Balance Interest  Maturity Date Total UGRWCD and UGRWAE
General Ledger # and Account Name Type 9/30/2021 Rate Date Callable Bank Name Deposit Amount % of Total
LPLBond 13 (US Treas. Note) CUSIP 912828SF8 BOND S 399,980.00 2.000% 2/15/2022 2/15/2022 1 LPL Financial (Was Sigma) S 3,144,054.11 60%
LPL Bond 17 (FHLB) CUSIP 3130 AHDS 9 BOND 200,000.00 1.680% 10/18/2023 10/18/2021 2 Mountain View Bank 106,418.73 %
LPL 19 Pac. Western CD thru LPL CUSIP 69506 YR} O cb 245,000.00 1.200% 4/17/2023 3 Bank of the West 455,448.53 9%
LPL Bond 20 (FHLB) CUSIP 3130 AJLA S BOND 550,000.00 0.750% 5/19/2025 5/19/2021 4 Community Banks of Colo. 245,936.10 5%
LPL Bond 21 (Fed Farm) CUSIP 3133 EL3P7 BOND 345,000.00 0.530% 8/12/2025 8/12/2022 5 Gunnison Bank & Trust 240,081.31 5%
LPL 22 Merrick Bank CD thru LPL CUSIP 59013KLR5 cD 249,000.00 0.350% 12/30/2024 6 Gunnison Savings & Loan 261,551.29 5%
LPL Bond 23 (FEDL) CUSIP 3130ALLD4 BOND 250,000.00 0.875% 3/17/2026 9/17/2021 7 COLOTRUST 782,019.44 15%
LPL. Money Market Account M.M. 74.11 0.010% N/A 8 Petty Cash 100.00 0%
LPL Bond 24 BOND 500,000.00 1.000% 5/20/2026 5/20/2022
LPL CD 25 Sallie Mae Bank CUSIP 795451 AA1 cD 245,000.00 0.550% 7/22/2024 1/21/2022
LPL 26 (Fed. Home Loan Banks) CUSIP 3130 APBE4 BOND 160,000.00 1.000% 9/30/2026 9/30/2022
11475 Mountain View Bank Money Market M. M. 106,418.73 TOTAL ALL BANKS $ 5,235,609.51 100%
10100 Bank of the West Checking CHKG 325,518.42 0.010% N/A
10410 Bank of the West CD 046907721 cD 105,411.54 0.350% 12/22/2022
10420 Community Banks of Colo. CD 2577331487 cD 51,564.17 0.400% 9/26/2022
11150 Comm. Banks of Colo. CD Lake City CcD 104,170.48 0.150% 2/20/2022 UGRWCD & UGRWAE INVESTMENTS BY TYPE
10125 Community Banks of Colo. CD cD 90,201.45 0.950% 6/20/2022
10520 Gunnison Bank & Trust CD 26637 cD 200,000.00 1.900% 2/26/2025 cD 32% $1,658,317.66
10540 GB&T - Spencer Avenue Reserve 2223589 SAV 40,081.31 0.150% N/A Checking 7% 350,036.99
101140 Gunnison Savings & Loan CD CcD 109,845.21 1.750% 8/10/2022 Savings 1% 40,155.42
101149 Gunnison Savings & Loan CD cD 151,706.08 2.050% 10/18/2024 COLOTRUST 15% 782,019.44
10295 COLOTRUST PLUS+ COLOTRUST 324,231.27 0.025% N/A Petty Cash 0% 100.00
10290 COLOTRUST PRIME COLOTRUST 168,151.30 0.0051% N/A Bonds 46% $2,404,980.00
10200 Petty Cash PETTY 100.00 N/A N/A Total 100% $5,235,609.51
TOTAL UGRWCD $ 4,921,454.07 $ 213,911.11
$ {160,000.00)
UGRWAE Balance Interest  Maturity $ 53,911.11
Account Name 9/30/2021 Rate Date
Bank of the West Checking CHKG ) 24,518.57 N/A N/A
COLOTRUST PLUS+ COLOTRUST 289,636.87 0.0251% N/A
TOTAL UGRWAE "$  314,155.44
TOTAL UGRWCD + UGRWAE

$ 5,235,609.51



UGRWCD & UGRWAE INVESTMENTS BY TYPE

Checking 7% 350,036.99
Savings 1% 40,155.42
COLOTRUST 15% 782,019.44
Petty Cash 0% 100.00
Bonds 46% $2,404,980.00
Total 100% $5,235,609.51

UGRWCD + UGRWAE INVESTMENTS BY TYPE

uCD

© Checking

© Savings

~ COLOTRUST
# Petty Cash

¥ Bonds



1/16/2022

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy Distrct

Operating Expenses for Approval

Name Account Amount
Anthem Employee Benefits 250.14
Atmos Utilities 101.14
Atmos Utilities 75.78
BankCard Center Various 7511.17
Beverly Richards Staff Salary 3,078.19
Business Leasing Solutions Office Equipment - Copier 242 .89
CEBT Employee Benefits 2,201.07
City of Gunnison Finance Utilities 125.60
City of Gunnison Finance Utilities 73.12
Colorado Department of Revenue State Withholding Tax 4,194.00
Colorado Retirement Association =~ Employee Benefits 9,722.54
Colorado State Treasurer State Unemployment Insurance Tax 362.03
Colorado Water Congress é“;m’;‘rf’ttlﬁ“ﬁggah‘/’lia (’:‘V'V“”“a' 100.00
Crested Butte News Egggfﬁ l::;i:ﬁg:j;ggggs 1,051.08
EFTPS Payroll Taxes 7,592.68
Fulimer's Ace Office Expenses - Supplies 5.18
GL Computers Computer Repair/Service - Monthly 400.00
GL Computers Computer Repair/Service 638.65
Intuit Software Office Expenses - Supplies - Checks 419.90
Jill Steele Staff Salary 2,830.44
Jill Steele Employee Benefits 277.53
Julie Nania BOD Expenses 212.80
John McClow Administrative Salary 10,257.61
John McClow Employee Benefits 202.40
LexisNexis Office Expense - LexisNexis 592.92
NWCCOG - QQ Memberships and Dues 546.00



Public Outreach = $100.00

Silver World Publishing Legal Publication $340.00 440.00
Sonja Chavez Administrative Salary 6,109.81
Spencer Avenue Business Park Condo Dues 550.00
Sue Uerling Staff Salary 2,262.86
The Paper Clip Sﬂﬁﬁusrgipgj;;g%'m 601.86
United Healthcare Employee Benefits 102.60
Verizon Wireless Office Telephone 213.97
Weather Modification Association Memberships and Dues 500.00

Total Operating Expenses Payable $63,845.96




1/16/2022

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy Distrct

Non-operating Expenses for Approval

Name

Account

Amount

Alpha Mechanical
Alpha Mechanical

Applegate Group

Applegate Group
Bio-Logic

Dept. of the Interior, USGS
Hartman Brothers

JW Associates

JW Associates

Nesbitt & Company

North American Weather Consultants

Rignet

Spencer Avenue Business Park Condo

Association

Tomichi Creek Eco Systems Services

Tomichi Creek Eco Systems Services

Town of Crested Butte
West EIk Handyman

Wilson Water Group

Non-Operating Expenses Payable

Building Repair and Maintenance
Building Repair and Maintenance

Watershed Management Planning

Watershed Management Planning

Wet Meadows

Streamflow Gaging = $28,892.67
Water Quality Monitoring = $10,868.33

Cloud Seeding - Irwin Remote
Watershed Management Planning

Watershed Management Planning

Building Repair and Maintenance -
Reimbursement for orange fence roll

Cloud Seeding

Cloud Seeding - Irwin Remote

2022 Contribution to Spencer Avenue

Reserve Account

Wet Meadows Coordinator Salary
Wet Meadows Program - travel
Grant Program

Building Repair and Maintenance

Aspinall Subordination Agreement

Non-operating expenses payable.xIsx

$ 813.22
$ 120.00

7,375.30

488.75

2,8619.77

39,579.00

28.99

5,207.50

4,152.50

46.82

33,472.75

65.61

10,000.00

5,333.33

38.08

50,000.00

715.62

4,392.50

$ 164,349.74
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L s BANKSWEST
BNP PARIBAS

BANKCARD CENTER
PO BOX 84043
COLUMBUS GA 31908-4043

|||||||||||||||II||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||I||||||I||||||
UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER CONS DIS **NOOD300Y

Account Number XXO-XXXX-0152-7948
Payment Due Date DEC 23, 2021
Amount Due $7,511.17
Current Balance $7,511.17

**PRE-AUTHORIZED PAYMENT™*
DO NOT REMIT PAYMENT

Amount Enclosed

210 W SPENCER AVE STE B
GUNNISON CO 81230-2544

1245MSAB - 003001 - G001 - 3003 -

5868 250431255633 200045279LB"

s8I 7.

fO000D7P58 007

ACCOUNT MESSAGES

Your Bank of the West Mastercard includes an additional benefit: Mastercard ID Theft Protection with access to complimentary Identity
Theft resolution services. The benefit also helps prevent identity theft by monitoring the Internet to identify compromised and potentially
damaging use of personal information. To enroll your card, please visit: https:/mastercardus.idprotectiononiine.com.

CORPORATE ACCOUNT SUMMARY

UPPER GUNNISON RIVER Previous Purchases Cash Finance New
XOOK-XXXX-0152-7948 Batance + & Other Debits + Advances + Charges - Credits - Payments = Balance
Company Total $3,401.12 $7,511.17 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,401.12 $7,511.17
CARDHOLDER NEW ACTIVITY SUMMARY
UPP GUNN RIVER WATER Purchases Total
OO -XXHXX-0177-3377 and Other Debits Cash Advances Credits Activity
Credit Limit $5,000 $35.35 $0.00 $0.00 $35.35
SONJA CHAVEZ Purchases Total
JOO-XXHXX-0153-1676 and Other Debits Cash Advances Credits Activity
Credit Limit $12,000 $910.53 $0.00 $0.00 $910.53
JOHN MCCLOW Purchases Total
OOO-XXXK-0153-1684 and Cther Debits Cash Advances Credits Activity
‘Credit Limit $12,000 $4,603.45 $0.00 $0.00 $4,603.45
Account Summary
Account Number .
For Customer Service, Call; Previous Balance $3,401.12
XXXX-XXXX-0152-7948 Purchases &
Other Charges $7,511.17
1-866-432-8161
Statement Date | Payment Due Date | cash Advances $0.00
Cash
NOV 28, 2021 DEC 23, 2021 Advance Fees $0.00
**For Autop.ay Accounts, a pre-authorized Late Charge $0.00
payment will be processed by your Bank Credit LImit Available Credit
rior to the payment due date** i
p pay! $100,000 $92,488.83 Finance Charges $0.00
All other inquiries can be sent to: Credit 0.00
BANKCARD CENTER == =
PO BOX 84043
COLUMBUS GA 31 908-‘1043 Amount Due Disputed Amount Payments $3,401.12
$7.511.17 $0.00
New Balance $7.511.17
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THIS STATEMENT

Payments. You must pay at least the "Amount Due" by the "Payment Due
Date." Charges, payments and credits received after the "Closing Date" will
be included in your next statement. The letters "CR" following the "New
Balance” amount indicate a credit balance - do not pay this amount.
Payments must reach our BankCard Center during our regular business day
in order to be credited on that date. Payments received after the cutoff times
of 6:00 p.m. on a Friday (or Thursday if we are closed on Friday) or 4:00
p.m. on any other business day that we are open, or on a day we are not
open, or at a branch open on Saturday, Sunday or bank holiday, are
credited as of the following business day. Later cutoff times generally apply
at branches with extended hours. Business days shall mean Monday
through Friday, except for bank holidays. f you fail to properly make
payments, crediting such payments may be delayed.

Order of Application. We will apply your payments first to any membership
fee or other fees, next to any finance charge or late charge, next to any
Cash Advances included in your "Previous Balance,” then to Purchases in
your "Previous Balances."

Unauthorized Use. in the event of possible loss, theft or unauthorized us
Company agrees to notify us immediately. Company may be liable for t
unauthorized use of any Card issued under the Corporate Credit Cal
Agresment. If 10 or more cards are issued pursuant o the Corporate Cret
Card Agreement, Company shall be sfrictly liable for any unauthorized us
If fewer than 10 Cards are issued pursuant to the Corporate Credit Cal
Agreement, Company will not be liable for unauthorized use of the Ca
which occurs after it notifies us orally at 1-866-432-8161, or in writing

BANKCARD CENTER, PO BOX 84043, COLUMBUS, GA 31908-4043

loss, theft, or possible unauthorized use, and Company's liability fi
unauthorized use of the Card will not exceed $50.00 per Card for use of
Card by anyone other than an Employee prior to notice to us. However,
Card in the possession and contro! of an Employee, even after his or h
authority to use the Card has been revoked by Company, is not considere
lost or stolen, and its use by such Employee is not unauthorized. Cormpai
must recover the Card from the Employee. Company agrees to assist us
detarmining the facts and circumstances relating to any unauthorized use
a Card.
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Statement Date NOV 28, 2021 | payment Due Date DEC 23, 2021
Credit Limit $100,000
Amount Due $7511.17
. Cash Advance Balance $0.00
g Available Credit $02,488.83 | New Balance $7,511.17
o
§. UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER CONS DIS
=2
<
8 XXXX-XXXX-0152-7948
E:
=
3
a
CARDHOLDER NEW ACTIVITY SUMMARY
BEVERLY RICHARDS Purchases Total
MOOO-XXXX-0153-1692 and Other Debits Cash Advances Credits Activity
Credit Limit $3,000 $369.25 $0.00 $0.00 $369.25
JILL STEELE Purchases Total
KOO-XXXX-0153-1700 and Other Debits Cash Advances Credits Activity
Credit Limit $3,000 $1,6092.59 $0.00 $0.00 $1,592.59
FINANCE CHARGE SUMMARY
Average Daily Daily Corresponding Annual Periodic
Balance Periodic Rate Percentage Rate Finance Charge
PURCHASES $0.00 0.0226% 08.24% $0.00
CASH ADVANCES $0.00 0.0493% 18.00% $0.00
CORPORATE ACCOUNT ACTIVITY
UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER CONS DIS TOTAL CORPORATE ACTIVITY
XXXX-XXXX-0152-7948 $3,401.12 CR
Posting Transaction
Date Date Reference Number Transaction Description Amount
11-22 11-22 PRE-AUTHORIZED PAYMENT 3,401.12CR
CORPORATE REWARDS INFORMATION
For Reward Points Balance including Earned and Redeemed Points, please visit
www.bankofthewestcorporaterewards.com or call 1-800-921-8407
CARDHOLDER ACTIVITY
UPP GUNN RIVER WATER PURCHASES CASH ADVANCES CREDITS TOTAL ACTIVITY
XKXXK-XXXX-0177-3377 $35.35 $0.00 $0.00 $35.35
Posting Transaction
Date Date Reference Number Transaction Description Amount
11-16 11-186 52708241320838008281497  STINKER #319 DELTA co 3535 \/
Tax ID: 203986441 Mer Zip: 81416
Time: 18:24 Srv Type: SELF Qty: 10.10 Unit: GAL Unit Cost: 3.50 Sale Amt: 35.35 Mer
1D: 313077442884 Mer Addr: N MAIN ST
SONJA CHAVEZ PURCHASES CASH ADVANCES CREDITS TOTAL ACTIVITY
XAXX-XXXX-0153-1676 $910.53 - $0.00 $0.00 . $910.53
Posting Transaction
Date Date Reference Number Transaction Description Amount
11-01 10-29 75265861304433801155592 ONE STOP WASH GUNNISON CO 5.49 ‘/
Tax ID: 454398020 Mer Zip: 81230 /
11-01 10-29 85179391304980003413585 CAFE SILVESTRE GUNNISON cCO 88.94

Tax ID: 840862924 Mer Zip: 81230
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5

CARDHOLDER ACTIVITY -

Posting Transaction
Date Date Reference Number Transaction Description Amount
11-02 11-01 55500361305206297000259 GUNNISON FIBER-MESH NE 9702096920 CO 220.50\/
Tran: 06890476183700002 Tax ID: 830313552 Mer Ref: 3026879674 ~ Mer Zip: 81230
Crigin Zip: 81230 Dest Ciry: USA J
11-02 11-01 554205013057454079034565 EB 2021 VIRTUAL UPPER 8014137200 CA 64.67
Tax |D: 141888467 Mer Ref: 40790345 Mer Zip: 94105 Origin Zip: 94105 Dest Ctry: ™~
USA J
11-16 11-15 05436841320500168226804 WENDY'S 8814 DELTA co 15.83
Tran: 10020082002 Tax ID; 840706429 Mer Zip: 81416 Origin Zip: 81416 Tax: 1.27 J
11-18 11-16 55458851321083351135657 DENVER POST CIRCULATIO 3038323232 CO 11.99
Tran; 12392021111608083 Tax ID: 760425553 Mer Ref: 191922972 Mer Zip: 80202
Origin Zip: 80202 Dest Zip: 812302544 Dest Ctry: USA
Product Code: SUBSCRIPTION Desc: DENVER POST Qiy: 1 Unit: ITM Disc: N Ext tem \/
Amt: 11.89
11-19 11-18 55429501322852406348570 PAYPAL *GARLICMIKES 4029357733 CA 50.00
Tax ID: 770510487 Mer Ref: 40634957 Mer Zip: 95131 Origin Zip: 95131 Dest Zip:
95131 Dest Ctry: USA
11-22 11-19 55432861323200245136570  VISTAPR*VistaPrint.com B866-8936743 MA 179.06 3/
Tax ID: 980417483 Mer Ref: WvivAnGedkeOga3lA Mer Zip: 02451
11-23 11-22 55432861326200145099123 SQ *THE COFFEE TRADER Gunnison CO 6.61\J
Tran: 00011529215108059 Tax ID: 800429876 Mer Ref: 00011529215108059 Mer Zip:
81230 Origin Zip: 81230 Dest Zip: 81230 Dest Ctry: USA Tax: 0.37
Product Code: 099 Dssc: Hot Tea Qty: 100,00 Unit: NMB Disc: N Ext item Amt: 2.30
Product Code: 099 Desc: Hot Tea Qty: 100.00 Unit: NMB Disc: N Ext tem Amt: 2.31
11-24 1122 75140511327327000002107 GOBINS INC PUEBLO CO 267.44
Tax ID: 800117005 Mer Zip: 81003
11-24 11-24 55432861328200684922228  Intuit *PayrollEE usag 833-830-9255 CA 10.00
Tran: T1-2aa8ee-1e7  Tax ID; 770034661 Mer Ref: T1-2aafze-167  Mer Zip: 82129
JOHN MCCLOW PURCHASES CASH ADVANCES CREDITS TOTAL ACTIVITY
KXXX-XXXX-0153-1684 $4,603.45 $0.00 $0.00 $4,603.45
Posting Transaction
Date Date Reference Number Transaction Description Amount /
11-01 10-28 55420361302627110579056 COLORADO RIVER WATER U LAS VEGAS NV 505.00
Tran: 4ZNLTDGZYGS Tax ID: 880138386 Mer Zip: 89107
11-01 10-28 52704871302006235890791 CAESARS PLACE ADV RSVN 8662094732 NV 179.14
Arrival Date: 10/27/21 Departure Date: 10/28/21 Invoice Number: 0012445026
Tax ID: 880097966 Mer Zip: 89109
11-03 11-02 55480771307200652700019 COLORADO WATER CONGRES 3038370812 CO 3,000.00
Tax ID: 846011512 Mer Ref: 65270001 Mer Zip: 80203 Origin Zip: 80203 Dest Ctry:
USA :
11-11 11-10 55432861314200582069948 AMZN Mkip US*P664ESLD3  Amzn.com/billWA 45.7,
Tran; 112-1105686-56546 Tax ID: 202936165 Mer Ref: 15[UJvX52dcUVISLb Mer Zip:
98109 Tax:3.74 -
Product Code: BO74D2K7CZ Desc: PC 1080P Webcam with Mic. USB Camer Qiy: 1 Unit:
PCE Disc: N Ext tem Amt: 45.72
11-24 11-23 55432861327200537116146  LOGMEIN*Pro2 logmein.com MA 873.59
Tran; 30722912A14949E8B Tax ID: 812216538 Mer Ref: 980596336VLRD6P1 Mer Zip:
02210 Origin Zip: 02210 Dest Zip: 81230 Tax: 33.60
Product Code: SUBSCRIPTION Desc: PRO FOR POWER USERS Qty: 1 Unit: EAC Disc:
N Ext tem Amt: 836.99 '
BEVERLY RICHARDS PURCHASES CASH ADVANCES CREDITS TOTAL ACTIVITY
HXXX-XXXX-0153-1692 $368.25 $0.00 $0.00 - $369.25
Posting Transaction
Date Date Reference Number Transaction Description Amount
11-02 11-01 55488721306400056000242 CO GUNNISONCITYOF DENVER CO 105.06\/
Tran; 133108837 Tax ID: 202564336 Mer Ref: 0211171589 Mer Zip: 80202
Crigin Zip: 80202 Dest Ctry: USA )
11-05 11-04 05436841308300241434524  CITY-MARKET #0418 GUNNISON CO 31.36 \/
Tax ID: 480196590 Mer Zip: 81230 Origin Zip: 81230 Tax: 2.05
11-08 11-08 15270211312000001103628 MSFT * EO200GCVCE MSBILL.INFO WA 2000V
Tax ID: 911144442 Mer Zip: 98052 . \/
11-23 11-22 55432861326200115815581 AMZN RENTAL EXTENSION  Amzn.corv/bill WA 32.23
Tran: 111-4896585-06994 Tax ID: 820544687 Mer Ref: hiLwxGviW3JiDe8pZ Mer Zip:
98109
11-23 11-22 25247801326001438837482 OL MINER STEAKHOUSE GUNNISON CO 166.97 \/
Tax ID: 204255157 Mer Zip: 81230
11-26 11-24 55432861328200794727816  Amazon Prime*Z88987423 Amzn.com/billWA 13.63 _

Tran: D01-9195053-50082 Tax ID: 710938319 Mer Ref: 3m166NP18srNny83y Mer Zip:
98109 Tax: 0.64

Product Code: BO73XBG38V Desc: NOT USED Qty: 1 Unit: PCE Disc: N Ext item Amt:
13.63
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Credit Limit $100,000

Statement Date NOV 28,2021 | Payment Due Date DEC 23, 2021

Amount Due

Cash Advance Balance $0.00

$7,511.17

Available Credit $92,488.83 | New Balance

$7,511.17

UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER CONS DIS

XXAXK-XKXXX-0152-7948

CARDHOLDER ACTIVITY

JILL STEELE

XXKX-XXXX-0153-1700

PURCHASES CASH ADVANCES CREDITS
$1,592.58 $0.00 $0.00

TOTAL ACTIVITY
$1,692.59

Posting
Date

11-01

11-01

11-05

11-08

11-08

11-15

11-17

11-18

11-22

Transaction
Date

10-29

10-28

11-04

11-05

11-05

11-12

11-16

11-17

11-20

Reference Number Transaction Description

56500361302083786902821 WALMART.COMAA 8009666546 AR

Tax ID: 481279130 Mer Ref: 78690282 Mer Zip: 72716 Origin Zip: 72716 Dest Ciry:
USA

76306371302170300316555 REAL WORLD TRAINING  214-5150577 TX

Tax ID: 752718242 Mer Zip: 75240

56432861308200753983081 SQ *HIGH ALPINE BREWER Gunnison CO

Tran: 00023058430147918 Tax ID: 800429876 Mer Ref: 00023058430147918 Mer Zip:
81230 Origin Zip: 81230 Dest Zip: 81230 Dest Ctry: USA Tax: 9.11

Product Code: 099 Desc: Cold Beverages Qty: 500.00 Unit: NMB Disc: N Ext ltem Amt:
10.99

Product Code: 099 Desc: Pizza Qty: 100.00 Unit: NMB Disc: N Ext ltem Amt: 16.49
Praduct Code: 089 Desc: Salads Qty: 100.00 Unit: NMB Disc: N Ext kem Amt: 17.58
Product Code: 099 Desc: Pizza Qiy: 100.00 Unit: NMB Disc: N Ext tem Amt: 15.39
Product Code: 089 Desc: Pizza Qty: 100.00 Unit: NMB Disc: N Ext tem Amt: 16.48
Product Code: 099 Desc: Pizza Qty: 100.00 Unit: NMB Disc: N Ext tem Amt: 15.39
Product Code: 099 Desc: Salads Qty: 100.00 Unit: NMB Disc: N Ext ltem Amt: 7.69
Product Code: 099 Desc: Cold Beverages Qty: 100.00 Unii: NMB Disc: N Ext ltem Amt:
1.10

02305371310100121048983 OFFICE DEPOT #1080  800-463-3768 CO

Tran: 208773785 Tax ID: 592663854 Mer Ref: 208773785001 Mer Zip: 80239
Origin Zip: 80239 Dest Zip: 81230-2544 Dest Ctry: USA Tax: 3.79

Product Code: 938498 Desc: FOLDER,HANG LGL,PINK,1/5 CUT Qiy: 1 Unit: NMB Disc:
N Ext ltem Amt: 40.89 '

Product Code: 705511 Desc: PENCIL, TWST,ERS3,.8MM,BE Qty: 1 Unit: NMB Disc: N
Ext ltem Amt: 6.99

Product Code: 515061 Desc: PENCIL,MECH,TWIST ,BK,ERA Qty: 1 Unit: NMB Disc: N
Ext ltem Amt: 5.39

02305371310100121045064 OFFICE DEPOT #1080  800-463-3768 CO

Tran: 208789548 Tax ID: 592663854 Mer Ref: 208789548001  Mer Zip: 80232
Origin Zip: 80239 Dest Zip: 81230-2544 Dest Ctry: USA Tax: 0.95

Product Code: 925531 Desc: MARKER,SHARPIE FINE,12/PK,ASTD Qty: 1 Unit: NMB
Disc: N Ext item Amt: 13.39

55432861316200163671037 AMZN Mktp US*007468YP3 Amzn.com/bilWA

Tran: 111-8684189-88806 Tax ID: 202836165 Mer Ref: 1mkWQT5mhLrH4Lz7i Mer Zip:
98109 Tax: 2.00

Product Code: BOTMEFAPFH Desc: Logitech M325 - Colour Collection L Qty: 1 Unit: PCE
Disc: N Ext tem Amt: 24.43

02305371321000605643092 USPS PO 0740860777 GUNNISON CO

Tran: None Tax ID: 410760000 Mer Zip: 81230 Origin Zip: 81230

Product Code: 120700 Desc: PurpleHeartMedal Qty: 3 Unit: NMB Unit Cost: 0.58 Disc: N
Ext tem Amt: 1.74

Product Code: 121100 Desc: Brush Rabbit Qty: 3 Unit: NMB Unit Cost: 0.20 Disc: N Ext
ltem Amt: 0.60

Product Code: 118700 Desc: Uncle Sams Hat Qty: 20 Unit: NMB Unit Cost: 0.20 Disc: N
Ext iftem Amt: 4.00

55432861321200628708369  IN *OFFCENTER SIGNS LL  970-5965820 TX

Tran: 151 Tax ID: 770034661 Mer Ref: APXXYP1T Mer Zip: 77389
Product Code: 7 Desc: CAR DECAL 15" CIRCLE WITH INSTALLAT Qity: 2.00 Unit: NMB
Unit Cost: 90.0000 Disc: N Ext tem Amt: 180.00

15270211324000380488720 Teamviewer.com Goeppingen FL

Tax ID: 471173749 Mer Zip: 33760

Amount
34.47\//
579.95 J,

121.33\[

46.40 /

11.67 \/

24.43 \/
6.34J

180.00\/
588.00 \/
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Alpha Mechanical Solutions
37610 US HWY 50

Gunnison CO 81230

970-641-4157

MECHANICAL
SOLUTIONS LLC

License:

Billed To: UPPER GUNNISON RIVER DIST
210 W. SPENCER, STE. B
GUNNISON CO 81230

Service Invoice

Invoice# 3945
Date: 12/17/2021

Project: OFFICE
210 W. SPENCER
SUITE B
GUNNISON CO 81230

Scheduled: 12/09/2021 Employee: 1002 Order#:
Time: WILLIAM BETKE
Description Quantity Price Ext Price Sales Tax
11/29/2021 LABOR (BILL) NO HEAT AT FURNACE (YORK), CLOGGED 1.0000 120.000000 120.00 N
CONDENSATE LINES FOUND, BROUGHT FLUE PIPE TO BETTER
GRADE TO DRAIN & TRIMMED HOSE FOR BETTER FLOW
11/2" PVC FOAMCORE 3.0000 1.943000 5.83 N
12/1/2021 LABOR (BILL) TO DIAGNOSE FAULTY GAS VALVE OR 1.0000 120.000000 120.00 N
CONTROL BOARD - PARTS ORDERED
12/09/2021 LABOR (BILL) TO REPLACE GAS VALVE AND RESTORE 1.5000 120.000000 180.00 N
HEAT
GAS VALVE 1.0000 246.750000 246.75 N
12/16/2021 LABOR (JOHN) FURNACE OVERHEATING NEEDED 1.0000 120.000000 120.00 N
RESET - REPLACED FILTERS (FRONT & BACK)
20 X 24 FILTER 1.0000 10.295000 10.30 N
24 X 24 FILTER 1.0000 10.338500 10.34 N
Date Rec. Addn. clg_____
Mar. Appr.__ SKC Amt. Appr. 2 9/3. 7.2
Bd. Appr. Date 84. initials
Pd. Date Ci# -
Account(s)
A service charge of $25.00 will be charged after 15 Day Non-Taxable Amount: 813.22
REPAIR PARTS ARE WARRANTED FOR 90 DAYS FROM DATE Taxable Amount. 0.00
INSTALLED AND/OR MANUFACTURERS EXPRESSED DATE Sales Tax: 0.00
Thank you for your prompt payment! Amount Bus M




, Alpha Mechanical Soluti i i
A 378935 fechanical Solutions Service Invoice

Gunnison CO 81230 :
MECH@NNSIC&L 970-641-4157 Invoice#. 4133

W / Date: 01/04/2022

License:

Billed To: UPPER GUNNISON RIVER DIST Project: OFFICE
210 W. SPENCER, STE. B 210 W. SPENCER STE B
GUNNISON CO 81230 GUNNISON CO 81230

Scheduled: 12/30/2021 Employee: 1002

Order#:
Time: WILLIAM BETKE
Description Quantity Price ExtPrice Sales Tax
LABOR TO TROUBLESHOOT NO HEAT AT FURNACE 1.0000 120.000000 120.00 N
CLEANED BUILT-UP CONDENSATE FROM INDUCER AND
PRESSURE
L,Lfk—”‘" de
Date Rec. ml. Appr.
Mgr. Appr.__ORL— Bd. \nmﬁ
Bd Appl' Dﬂ._,.‘-——‘ Cu e
Pd. D.\.W v e—
Account(s)
[
A service charge of $25.00 will be charged after 15 Day Non-Taxable Amount: 120.00
REPAIR PARTS ARE WARRANTED FOR 90 DAYS FROM DATE Taxable Amount. 0.00
INSTALLED AND/OR MANUFACTURERS EXPRESSED DATE Sales Tax: 0.00

Thank you for your prompt payment!

Amount Due 120.00




Date Rec. |)_,d/ : ‘H Addn.Chd.__ jf/é‘/
r. Appf.
Bd. Appr. Date

Account(s) L

/PRSE  Applegate
Group, inc.

Mg _.____.-—M;"W/ Water Resource Adyisors for the West
— Cx Z 1
Pd. Dﬂ.—m }'L'V\[. ¥ a“il' ; /CI/V\ VU !

Approved to Pay: 12/8/21 SC

Charge to:

Wi = 254 ‘\f OX- Invoice Memorandum
Aq 251(= i
“weh Date: November 22, 2021 AG JobNo.: 21-106
To: Upper Gunnison Water Conservancy From: Craig Ullmann

District, Sonja Chavez
schavez@ugrwed.org

Applegate Group, Inc.
1490 W. 121* Avenue, Suite 100

- CWCB PO 2019-2891: $4,781.25
- UGRWCD WMP (Gen. Budget
Non Op Line Item 45): $2,594.05

Denver, CO 80234
SUBJECT: Invoice for Upper Gunnison General
Engineering Support Services

Cc:

Attached please find our invoice for professional consulting services provided for the period of
October 2, 2021, through October 29, 2021, in the amount of $7,375.30.

Additional detail regarding this invoice and the project budget is shown in the table below:

Invoice to
Date

Current
Phase Invoice
Task Order 1 - District Grant Program Projects
Application Review and Analysls
Site Time

Deliverables and Recommendations
Design Review

Task Order 2 - Ohlo Creek

Data Review/Analysls

Site Time

Mapping

Conceptual Design

Cost Estimates

Deliverables

Task Order 3 High Priority Projects (Other Basins)
Strand Ditch 170.00
McCanne Ditches - Initial Assesments 467.50
Hot Springs Reservolrs 552,50
Town of Gunnison 255.00
Task Order 4 - Rapid Assesments
Project A

Project B

Task Order 5 - Travel

Travel Expenses

Budget

Project Budget Remaining |

$ 588875|$ 2800000|S 2211125

S  2,167.50
S 2,613.75

S 18,447.50 | $ 88,000.00 | $ 69,552.50

$ 229500 | $ 39,000.00 | $ 36,705.00

D [N [N O

19,000.00 | 5 19,000.00

[$ 1,14005|¢ s5613.74|$ 600000]$ 38626

Total $ 7,375.30 $32,244.99 $180,000.00 $147,755.01

www.applegategroup.com Denver e Glenwood Springs  Hotchkiss (303) 452-6611



N+ = Applegate
Group, Inc.

Water Resource Advisors for the West
A description of services provided during this period is listed below:
» TaskOrder1
e Task Order 2
o Preliminary design of Otis Moore, Gleason, and Hildebrand
o Preliminary hydrology of Ohio Creek for use on Gleason/Otis Moore/Hildebrand
work
o Preliminary work associated with potential reservoir sites (Lidar download and
storage volume estimates, existing water rights research, review of past studies, etc)
®  Kenny Moore )
=  Cunningham Gulch Reservoir
*  Cunningham Lake Reservoir
= North Mill Creek off channel site
= (Carbon Creek - Todd Castor Property and Silka Reservoir
o Site Visits to potential reservoir sites in Ohio Creek
e TaskOrder3
o Initial evaluation of McCanne 2 and McDowell VT 1 using Lidar, aerials and
diversion records
o Site visit to Hot Springs Reservoir
o Site visit to Town Ditch with City of Gunnison
e TaskOrder5
o Travel time and expenses for October 29, 2021

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions regarding your account or project. We
appreciate the opportunity to be of service,

www.applegategroup.com Denver ¢ Glenwood Springs e Hotchkiss (303) 452-6611



‘: : App'ante Approved to Pay (SC): 12-15-21

Charge to CWCB PO 2019-2891
Group, in..

" Adgh.Chd.___/
Water Resource Advisors for the West DateRec.__~

7 Aowr____ [ —
Mgr. Appis. L
Bz Agﬁr Date / i}:i Inﬂlall

Pd. Bato __;’____-’—-—

Invoice Memorandum /Accounf(s} -

Date: December 13,2021 AG Job No.: 20-123

To: Upper Gunnison Water Conservancy
District, Sonja Chavez
schavez@ugrwed.org

From: Craig Ullmann

Applegate Group, Inc.

1490 W, 121 Avenue, Suite 100
Denver, CO 80234

SUBJECT: Invoice for Gunnison and Tomichi Ce:
Valley/ John D. Outcalt Ditch Study

Attached please find our invoice for professional consulting services provided for the period of
October 2, 2021 through December 3, 2021 in the amount of $488.75. Additional detail regarding
this invoice and the project budget is shown in the table below:

Construction Services |$ 48875 |$ 4,179.71

SOWAmend. #1- Const $  4,200.00
Budget Remaining $ 20.29

A description of services provided during this period is listed below:
e Final inspection of channel grading and rock work
e Revisiting calculations and looking into issue with trash boom

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions regarding your account or project. We
appreciate the opportunity to be of service.

www .applegategroup.com Denver o Glenwood Springs e Hotchkiss (303) 452-6611



| =
' Applegate Group, Inc.
1490 West 121st Ave

Suite 100

Denver, CO 80234

TS i ——— T e e e e

HiE et

= 1Ubbef Gunnison River Water Cdnservancy

- |District »lN\VOlCEi!
. 1210 W, Spencer Avenue No. 51986
| - |suteB 12/13/2021
IS | Gunnison, CO 81230
= |
| Gunnison & Tomichi Valley Ditch ;
20-123.001
{ Contract :
‘ For Services Rendered Through 12/3/2021
A - Site Visit/Data Gathering ,
Professional Services
Employee Hours Rate Amount
Morris, Steven .75 85.00 $63.75
Total Professional Services for 1 $63.75
Total Charges for 1 $63.75
- Construction Services :
Professional Services
Employee Hours Rate Amount
Ullmann, Craig 2.50 170.00 $425.00
Total Professional Services for 6 $425.00
Total Charges for 6 $425.00
Invoice Amount $488.75

Page 1 of 1



Invoice

- ®
- [ Date Invoice #
e BIO-Logic
7 | < inc 12115/2021 4050
125 Colorado Ave., Suite B
Montrose, CO 81401
(970) 2404374
Date Rec.l ] Addn. Ckd.___ (/
Mgr. Appr. Amt. Appr._ /
UGRWCD Bd. Appr. Date Bd. initials _ﬁ%__‘_
. . Pd. Date
Aftn: Sonja Chavez Accountis) CUEL Toed C0t
210 West Spencer, Suite B
Gunnison, CO 81230
Terms Due Date
Net 30 111412022
Quantity Description Rate Amount
Project: Wet Meadows Restoration Resiliency Project
Period Covered: 10/19/2021 thru 12/08/2021
Task 1 Identify Potential Sites  Subtotal:$1,448.54
15.25 | Hours, Shawn Conner, Senior Scientist 90.00 1,372.50
Subtotal Labor 1,372.50
Overhead (3.5% of staff labor) 3.50% 48.04
50 | Vehicle Miles (Dry Creek Basin) 0.56 28.00
Subtotal Reimbursable Expenses 28.00
Task 2 Develop Plans, Design and Permit Projects Subtotal: $93.15
1 | Hours, Shawn Conner, Senior Scientist 80.00 90.00
Subtotal Labor 90.00
Overhead (3.5% of staff labor) 3.50% 315
Task 3 SPVS. Crews, Vols & Contractors
Subtotal: $46.58
0.5 | Hours, Shawn Conner, Senior Scientist 90.00 4500
Subtotal Labor 45.00
Overhead (3.5% of staff labor) 3.50% 1.58

Thank you for your business.

Page 1




Invoice

-4 < D Invoice #
v, BIO-Logic
v& -4 inc 1211512021 4050

125 Colorado Ave., Suite B
Montrose, CO 81401
(970) 2404374
UGRWCD
Attn: Sonja Chavez
210 West Spencer, Suite B
Gunnison, CO 81230
Terms Due Date
Net 30 1/14/2022
Quantity Description Rate Amount
Task 4 Participate in Team Meetings
Subtotal: $931.50
10 | Hours, Shawn Conner, Senior Scientist 90.00 900.00
Subtotal Labor 900.00
Overhead (3.5% of staff labor) 3.50% 31.50
Thank you for your business. Total $2.519.77
Payments/Credits $0.00
$2,519.77

Page 2

Total Due




DI-1040 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Page:1
DOWN PAYMENT (BILL) REQUEST

Make Remittance Payable To: U.S. Geological Survey
Billing Contact: M. Pafterson Phone: 303-236-1450

Remit Payment To:  United States Geological Survey
P.O. Box 6200-27
Portland, OR 97228-6200

Payer: UPPER GUNNISON RIVER
Aftn: Sonja Chavez
210 WEST SPENCER AVE, SUITE B
WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
GUNNISON CO 81230

To pay through Pay.gov go to https.//iwww.pay.gov.

Bill #: 90947884
Customer: 6000001042
Date: 12/09/2021

Due Date: 02/07/2022

Additional forms of payment may be accepted. Please
email GS-A-HQ_RMS@USGS.GOV orcall
703-648-7683 for additional information.

Checks must be made payable to
U.S. Geological Survey. Please detach the top portion
or include bill number on all remittances.

Amount of Payment: $

Date Description Qty Unit Price Amount
Cost Per
12/09/2021 For the streamflow and water-quality monitoring 1 39,579.00 1 39,579.00

program. Billing is every Federal quarter per

agreement.
21REJFACO103
Date Rec._| 2= Y- Zaddn. CKd.__4 /A

Mgr. pr-_——ﬁ#%mi&;ﬂ:/
8d. Appr. Date____—— Cud

Pﬂ.mto_l%f@-”:/
Account(s) : - W
Shreanfov 449 - 1Cr Ciles
[})L&L M(\%DPJV\_?

092, 1

L0 | Ob DAY L
pl v f)qzéc\)ﬂziw_

73

Amount Due this Bill: 39.579.00

Accounting Classification:
Sales Order: 98522
Sales Office: GCRE
Customer: 6000001042
Accounting #: 11218015

TIN: *****5208

-~

TSNS




Hartman Brothers, Inc.

524 North First Strest
Montrose, CO 81401
Tel.: (970) 240-8535
Fax: (870) 249-6675

Ml
diing
SASES » IRUSTAAL

MTMAN IlOTH(lS

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT

Cugstomer : MO5447

UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER CON
210 WEST SPENCER AVE., SUITE B
GUNNISON, CC 81230

xé "oy

Statement Date |
2021

Payment Terms
NET 30 DAYS

¥ Da;e o :E_ Invoice Delivery Note Customer £.0. No. Inv./Credit Amt. Payment Amt. Balance
2021/12/31|D|(362189 28.99 28.995
Date Rec. I% 7% de ﬁ&
Mor. Appr.__ SRL Amt /
Bd. Appr. Dats Bd lals
Pd. Date %
Account(s) C [, 7./ AT >
J
TOTAL ------- > 28.99 .00 28.99
I - INVOICE = D - CYLINDER RENTAL
C - CREDIT NOTE L - CYLINDER LEASE
CODEs (T) : U - UNAPPLIED CREDIT F - MONTHLY FACILITY
5 - FINANCE CHARGE R - MACHINE RENTAL
e CURRENT 31 - 60 DAYS 61 - 90 DAYS 90+ DAYS
28.99 0.00 0.00 0.00




Invoice Number: 2 Date: Nov1,2021
Project name: Upper Gunnison River Watershed/Wildfire Assessment
Contract Number: NA

Project Manager: Brad Piehl
JWA Project Number: 283 Period: Oct 1, 2021 to Oct 31, 2021

Submitted to: Sonja Chavez
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
210 West Spencer, Suite B
Gunnison, CO 81230

Past Due: $0.00
invoice Total: $5,207.50
Total Due: $5,207.50

2

Approved by:

Submit to: JW Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 3752
Breckenridge, CO 80424-3759

This invoice Past invoices Total Budget Remain. Budget

$5,207.50 $4,577.50 $9,785.00 $38,000.00 $28,215.00

Page 1



JW:

Invoice Number: 3 Date: Dec 8, 2021
Project name: Upper Gunnison River Watershed/Wildfire Assessment
Contract Number: NA
Project Manager: Brad Piehl
JWA Project Number: 283 Period: Nov 1, 2021 to Nov 30, 2021

Submitted to: Sonja Chavez
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
210 West Spencer, Suite B
Gunnison, CO 81230

Past Due: $5,207.50
Invoice Total: $4,152.50
Total Due: $9,360.00

N 2

Approved by:

Submit to: JW Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 3759
Breckenridge, CO 80424-3759

This invoice Past invoices Total Budget Remain. Budget

$4,152.50 $9,785.00 $13,937.50 $38,000.00 $24,062.50

Page 1
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January 11, 2022

Sonja Chavez, General Manager

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
210 W Spencer Ave, #B
Gunnison CO 81230

Dear Sonja:

Attached please find the receipt for the safety fencing | purchased on behalf of
the UGRWCD.

Please make the reimbursement check payable to Nesbitt & Company, LLC.

SincereV7
,f}%//

.’//. 7 g

. Nesbitt, 1|
Broker

WJN, ll:kps

attachment

WZ‘C/ 87 #%
a///e/ae?

Date Rec. k_\;ﬁ/_ja.mn Ckd. __._.@/

M. Appr.__ A
Bd. Appr. Date__——

Cx#¢_____—

Pd. Date
AcmnuW

104 E. Tomichi Ave. - Gunnison, Colorado 81230
bill@gunnisonhomes.com - www.gunnisonhomes.com @
REALTOR Office: (970) 641-2235 - Cell (970) 596-0922 Sy
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North American Weather Consultants, Inc.

8180 S Highland Drive Suite B-2
Sandy, UT 84093
(801) 942-95005

Invoice

12/3/2021 21-2179

Bill To

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy
Attn: Sonja Chavez

210 W Spencer Ave.,Ste B

Gunnison, CO 81230

Terms

3 Description Rate Amount
1 Project Set-up; Cloud Seeding Program - November 2021 13,000.00 13,000.00
1 New Manual Generator 850.00 850.00
1 Operation and Maintenance of the New Remote Generator - November 15 - December 2021 650.00 650.00
35.5 |Reimbursable Seeding Generator Hours @ $10. 50/hr - November Hours 10.50 372.75
1.5 Operation and Maintenance of the Lake Irwin Remote Generator - November 15 - Dccember 1,600.00 2,400.00
2021
L5 | Fixed Monthly Operations Cost, Cloud Seeding Program - November 15 « December 2021 10,800.00 16,200.00
Date Rec. |- — {7 Aden.Chd.__ [/ 0
Mgr. Appr._. Amt. Appr, £33, 3?7.:2 747
Bd. Appr. Date__ - _Bd. initlals
Pd, Date J Ci.
Account(s)_ ezt &«w( WG -
7
Total $33,472.75

accounting@nawcinc.com

www.nawcine.com




Rig

AViasat™ company

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy
District

210 W. Spencer Ave

Suite B

Gunnison, CO 81230

United States

Invoice 202112_472
Date 31 December, 2021
Account C201008

Remittance should be mailed to:
RigNet, Inc.

P. 0. BOX 941629

Houston, TX 77094

Phone: +1 281 674 0683
Email: ar@rig.net

Airtime Period 1 Dec - 31 Dec 2021

Summary
Total Airtime and Fees this Period

Total Amount This Invoice

UsD 65.61
UsD 65.61
Terms: Net 30

Please include Invoice Number and Account Number with your payment

For Wire Transfers, please remit to:
Bank Name: Bank of America

Acct Name: RigNet, Inc.

Account No: 488025116355
SWIFT # BOFAUS3NABA

Routing # 026009593ABA Date Rec. Addn.Ckd._ (-
ACH# 111000025 Mar. Appr.__GRZ._Amt. Appr. 84 3.4/,
Bd. Appr. Date Bd. mmW
Pay Online: Pd. Date PR ¢SS
https://www.rig.net/payment-center Account(s) L LS DPESTE L
Summary per Product
Product Charge Type Amount (USD)

Loz 9eq L¢ PUISIq ASUBAIBSUOY) JSJEN JOAIY uosiuuneg) saddn 8001020

9/0 ebed



J

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District Date Rec. M_—_H_Addn Ckd. (22/’
2021 Expense Report and Request for Reimbursement Maor. Appr.__ SRC. At Appr. 53 8. O :
Bd. Appr. Date Bd. lnitials
Name: Paul Jones Position: Wet Meadow Coordinator ig;:g:r:t.(s)u-; - egk:,u o7
$0.560
Date Business Purpose Travel Meals Hotel Other Expenses
Miles Reimbursement Amount Explanation

10/26/2021 |South Cottonwood Gulch Flat Top mapping 44 $ 24.64

12/4/2021  |Drop supplies off BLM 8 $ 4.48

12/8/2021 |Transition meeting S Chavez, return supplies 7 $ 3.92

12/15/2021 |Summary for GUSG Strategic Comm 9 $ 5.04
$ -
by -
$ -
$ -
$ -
$ -
$ -
$ -
$ -
$ -
$ -
$ -
$ -
$ =
$ -
$ -
S -
$ -
‘ $ =

Totals: 68 $3_8.08 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Reimbursement: $38.08
12/24/2021

Signature

Date

C:\Users\jsteele. UGRWCD\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content. Outiook\W2BA9WBD\UGRWCD Expense Form PJ-Dec 2021.xIsx



Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
Grant Reimbursement Request

Approved for payment BAR - UG

bRt Budget Line Item 44 - Regional Water

Project Name: Gothic Field Raw Water Irrigation Project Supply Improvement Program - Grant
Program 2020

UGRWCD Contract Number: UG2020-014

Reimbursement Request Amount: $50,000

Match Provided: $121,029.63

Project Performance Period: March 2020 — November 2021

Applicant/Payee Name: Janna Hansen Check Payable To:Town of Crested Butte

Applicant Address: P.O. Box 39, Crested Butte, CO 81224

Applicant Phone: 970-349-5338 x 110 Applicant Email: jhansen@crestedbutte-co.gov

PROJECT DELIVERABLES:

Description of Project: The Gothic Field Raw Water Project shifted water used to irrigate the 1.56 acre
Gothic ballfield from treated domestic water to raw water by pumping water from Coal Creek via the
McCormick Ditch to Gothic Field.

Accomplishments:
¢ Engineered drawings were developed to pump water 483° from the McCormick Ditch to Gothic
Field.

¢ A rainbird irrigation pump was designed and installed at the McCormick Ditch.

Pipe was laid across Gothic Ave. at the corner of 5 St. and Gothic and brought down to a filter
station adjacent to the field.

A filter station was installed.

A new electric service was installed to power the pump.

Electricity was brought from the Town Hall building to power the filter.

Plumbing was done to connect the irrigation system to the new water source.

Converted Gothic Field’s potable water irrigation system to raw water thereby freeing up 1.2 million
gallons of potable water per year (3.88 af annually) and enhancing system reliability particularly during
peak times.

Difficulties Encountered/Corrective Action:

e Problem(s)/ Changes:

1. This project was originally slated for completion in 2020. The project design and planning
commenced in the winter of 2020 right before COVID hit and was pushed back to 2021 by Town
Council. The long duration of the project posed challenges in keeping engineers and vendors
engaged and moving forward. We experienced significant delays in deliverables from the
engineer causing this project to be pushed into the fall much later than we would have liked. The
final fire up and connection will occur in the spring of 2022.

2. The engineer did not have experience with this type of project and was not attentive to detail
resulting in multiple errors and miscalculations on the plan sets and materials take-off sheet.




West Elk Handyman LLC

INVOICE

To

Date: 12-31-21
INVOICE # 104

UGRWCD

Date Rec.(g‘_’;(_/ F]__Adén. Chg__ 3 210 Spencer Ave #B
Mgr. Appr. Sk Amt. Apy. }' Gunnison Co 81230
Bd. Appr. Dllc_______ld. initials 970-641-6065
Pd. Date Cis
Account(;)—m (:-r/f).u 3
Salesperson Job Payment Terms Due Date
Bobby | Due on receipt [ 1-31-2022
Qty Description Unit Price Line Total
13 Hours - - $45 $585
B ‘ Convert copy roorh fo offic_e . ] -
'P_ainf, Move cabinets, Re-install cabinets | o
| 1 j Shemin_Willioms Materials - - B $77 . T__ __$76 a
1 Western Lumber - : $5_4_.62 $54.62
- - ) Subtotal - $715.62 |
Sales Tax ]
Total $715.62

Make all checks payable to West Elk Handyman LLC
Thank you for your business!

West Elk Handyman LLC 303 Rainbow Acres Lane Gunnison CO 81230 Phone:719-216-2524



January 3, 2022

Sonja Chavez, General Manager

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
2010 West Spencer, Suite B

Gunnison, CO 82130

RE: Upper Gunnison River 2020 Subordination Report Development

Sonja,

Below is an invoice for professional services of Wilson Water Group for development of the Upper
Gunnison River Basin Subordination Report for 2020. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Professional Services

Kara Sobieski 24.5 S 175 S 4,287.50
Stephen Foster 1 $ 105 $  105.00

WILSON WATER GROUP LLC

&: /{ L‘jba"\ Date Rec. =7 Addn. Ciud S0

Mgr. Appr. Amt. W‘m
Erin M. Wilson Bd. Appr. Date_______Bd. Init
o Pd. Date Cut____/ T
Principal Account{s) ASA- Swf-_(’l nfL(L AT d/)
i

E&porlv-

Wilson Water Group 165 S Union Blvd, Ste 520, Lakewood, CO 80228
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Legal and Legislative Matters



AGENDA ITEM 5

General Manager and Committee
Reports



AGENDA ITEM 5

General Manager's Report



MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board Members

FROM: Sonja Chavez, General Manager
DATE: January 14, 2022

SUBJECT: General Manager’s Report — January

I.  Treasurer’s Report — Update by Director Nesbitt.

Il.  Executive Committee — Meeting scheduled for January 21. A verbal report-out will be
given by Director Pierce.

I11.  Taylor Local Users Group — No meetings December 2021 or January 2022.

1. TLUG 2022 Appointments

Background: The Upper Gunnison District is one of four signatories to the Taylor
Park Reservoir Operation and Storage Exchange Agreement that was executed in
August of 1975. This forms the basis under which the release patterns from Taylor
Park Reservoir are determined annually. Each year, the District seeks input and
direction from local users of the Taylor River, Taylor Park Reservoir, and the main
stem of the Gunnison River above Blue Mesa as to how the reservoir operations can
best be optimized for stream fishery, reservoir fishery and flatwater recreation,
irrigation, and rafting and boating purposes in the Upper Gunnison Basin. This group
of users is referred to as the Taylor Local Users Group or TLUG.

There are two terms expiring this year on the TLUG, therefore the Upper Gunnison
District Board must appoint two citizen members to two-year terms on the Taylor Local
Users Group. Advertisement for the open citizen members seats were placed in local
newspapers. All persons appointed must be residents within the District and
experienced and knowledgeable about river conditions along the Taylor and Gunnison
Rivers.

Below are the two representative seats open and the citizens who submitted letters of
interest to serve on the TLUG:

e Flat water recreation — Rory Birdsey (current representative)
e Rafting / boating — Marc Schumacher (current representative), Kestrel Kunz,
and Rob Childerston.



ACTION REQUIRED BY THE BOARD: Appoint citizen members for flat water
recreation and rafting / boating to the TLUG.

*Letters of interest along with any letters of support received by the District are included
in the board meeting packet.

Watershed Management Planning Committee

1. Municipal Activities Supported by the UGRWCD: The District will be working
with the City of Gunnison to address improvements to their irrigation conveyance
and distribution system. The project:

a) Begins at the City Ditch diversion off the Gunnison River north of town and
includes diversion improvements;

b) Continues downstream to the headgate just behind the Paintbrush housing
development and will include evaluation of alternatives for open and closed
ditch system with trash screen that will lead to improvement in irrigation water
management; and

c) Proceeds through the City of Gunnison and includes culvert replacement under
residential street crossings and Highway 50 street crossings and ends where the
water enters the Gunnison River again.

Activities anticipated in February include the development of a scope of work and
budget estimate for pre-feasibility level planning for the entire project broken out
by entity responsibility. The District will pay for engineering of system
optimization improvements from the upstream diversion off the Gunnison River to
the three-way splitter box behind Paintbrush utilizing WMP funds. The City will
pay for planning / engineering associated with culvert replacement across City
residential streets and Highway 50. With regard to financial support for the
comprehensive project.

2. Watershed and Forest Health Sub-Group

a) Watershed Health and Forest Fire Zones of Concern (JW Associates):
The watershed hazard analysis is complete with the exception of revisions to
the wildfire hazard modeling. JW Associates is currently preparing different
modeling scenarios to present to the District and the Upper Gunnison Shared
Stewardship Council. The zones of concern have been drafted and revisions
are being made at this time. The climate change analysis is also underway
and should be available by the end of January for input.

b) Watershed Science & Design Kick-Off Meeting: Data collection is ongoing
in the East and Taylor River basin study reaches. The majority of the work
effort at this time is focused on the Taylor watershed due to the availability of



data and the existence of other on-going/concurrent efforts of other
stakeholders in this basin. LiDAR data is being processed into relative
elevation models. Assessment sheets are also being developed by Watershed
Science for conducting on-the- ground river reach assessments. These
assessments will be done with the help of the WMP Team.

c) Wetland Inventory & Mapping Update Meeting: No progress to date.
Anticipate a meeting in February between the District and Colorado Natural
Heritage Program wetland experts focused on development of a scope of
work.

3. Agricultural System Op Planning and Infrastructure Assessments

a) 2021 Gunnison River Restoration and Irrigation Infrastructure
Improvement Project: The issue around the trash boom not floating has been
addressed. As a reminder, the pipe supplier sent the wrong gauge pipe, so the
contractor modified the boom by securing two PVC pipes on opposite sides of
the heavy gauge pipe in order to make the boom float. It appeared to be
functioning at low flows. An inspection of the boom will take place again in
the spring at high flow. Staff are working on the final report and
reimbursement request to the Colorado River District Community Funding
Partnership Program.

b) Storage: The WMP Team is still actively examining potential storage sites.
4. Watershed & Stream Management Planning Report

Staff continue to make progress on report preparation. To date, Phase 2 sub-basin
hydrology and basin characterization sections are written (Taylor, Gunnison
Mainstem, Tomichi/Cochetopa, and Cebolla). The Taylor River Basin report is
the most complete to date and was the first basin we selected to develop using our
new report template. Bruce Bartleson (retired Western Colorado University
geology professor) was also hired by the District to write the basin geological
summary descriptions.

5. Watershed Management Planning Stakeholder Outreach
Stakeholder outreach planning for Phase 2 sub-watersheds will be the focus for
the WMP Team during the months of February through early May. More

information will be provided as plans solidify.

6. Environmental Assessments



Now that much of the supporting preliminary assessments for agricultural
infrastructure, stream fluvial geomorphology, watershed and forest health, zones
of concern (will include protection of unique habitat or species), water-quality,
etc., are underway, the WMP Team can now turn our attention to developing a
plan for pulling together additional information related to environmental values
we wish to protect or improve. Developing a plan, finding the right consultants
and getting this work underway will be the WMP Team focus over the next few
months. A final plan will be, in part, dependent upon outcomes from the forest
health, wetland, and geo-fluvial assessments.

7. Recreational Assessments

Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) continue to process a significant amount of
data from the creel survey that took place this summer and early fall. We
anticipate a draft report sometime in the next few months.

District staff also met with Gunnison County Public Works staff to discuss plans
for improvements to Drop 2. Commissioners approved expenditures for pre-
feasibility planning and engineering. We hope to have a preliminary plan and
cost estimate by the end of March so that we can then move forward with
preparation of grant applications.

V. Grant Committee

No meeting during the month of January. Please see Grant Program Memorandum in
Board packet provided by Beverly Richards (Water Resource Specialist).

VI. Education & Outreach Committee

No meeting during the month of December 2021 or January 2022. Please see
Education and Outreach Memorandum in Board packet provided by Sue Uerling
(Communications Specialist / Administrative Assistant) for the monthly update.

VII.  Basin Water Supply

Please see the Water Supply Memorandum in the Board packet from Beverly
Richards.

Note: There is an Aspinall Unit Operations Coordination meeting on January 20" at
1pm. The meeting will be conducted remotely. If there is any new information to
share with the Board, a verbal update will be provided by the General Manager.
Interested Directors can also contact the General Manager for the remote invite.



VIII.

XI.

XIl.

XII.

Wet Meadows Program

Please see Wet Meadows Program Memorandum prepared by Cheryl Cwelich
(Watershed Program Coordinator).

2. Other: The USGS informed the District that there were icing issues with the stream
gage below Taylor Reservoir which they were addressing. For other updates on
Taylor Park Reservoir and snowpack in the Taylor River basin, please see the Water
Supply Memorandum prepared by Beverly Richards.

Scientific Endeavors — Update from Director Carroll

Long Lake Stakeholder Work Group — Update from Director Carroll

Gunnison Basin Round Table Update — Update from Director Nania

Gunnison River Festival Update — Update from Director Fonken

Miscellaneous Updates (Staff and Board Members)

1.

Infrastructure Bill (Water) — Please see attached Memorandum from the
General Manager.

Proposal for an Upper Gunnison Headwaters Wetland Mitigation Bank

At the time of the writing of this memo, the General Manager had not received a
call back from Travis Morse (Senior Project Manager, Northwestern Colorado
Branch, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) regarding an update on the status of the
Gunnison Headwater Wetland Mitigation Bank proposal. A verbal update will be
given to the Board at the January meeting.

Homestake Pitch Uranium Mining Proposal — Verbal update from the General
Manager regarding Saguache County Commissioner meeting on January 18,
2022.

Status of Office Renovation for the Watershed Program Coordinator

The District is in the process of renovating the copy room into an office space for
Ms. Cwelich. The copier and cabinets were moved to the front receptionist area.
To date, the dry wall has been repaired where the cabinets were attached, and the
entire room was repainted. Office furniture was ordered and the District is now
waiting for the arrival and installation of the carpet and office door. We
anticipate work to be finished by the end of January.

Spencer Avenue Business Park Condo Association



The Condo Association board had its annual meeting on January 6, 2022. One
of the primary decision items coming out of that meeting was to not delay roof
repairs another season and to move forward with seeking bid requests for the
work.

For additional information, please see meeting minutes included in your board
packet.
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Treasurer's Report
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Taylor Local User's Group Representative
Letters and Action



Date: December 21, 2021
To: UGRWCD Board Members
From: Mark A. Schumacher

Re: Participation in Taylor Local Users Group

Dear Board Members,
Please take under consideration my desire to represent the boating/rafting user group.

I have participated in the process since it’s inception in 1992. I have boated the Taylor Reservoir, Taylor
River, and Gunnison River since 1972. | currently own and operate Three Rivers Resort and Outfitting, which serves
the public through guided kayaking, fishing and rafting. Through my business | talk to thousands of persons each
summer who are boating on the Taylor Reservoir, Taylor River and Gunnison River. These boaters are a mixture of
commercial and private users, residents and visitors. | understand what each type of boater desires, whether it’s
kayaking, canoeing, rafting or fishing.

During my tenure as a board member of the UGRWCD | helped revise and refine the Taylor Dam operating
criteria as issues and conditions changed. I have a good understanding of the *75 agreement and the district’s “2" fill”
water right. For years I represented the district at the “four parties” meeting in Montrose every May.

I look forward in trying to understand the implications and operational changes considering the new
operating agreement/stipulation with Taylor Placer Ltd.. Understanding the agreement and its impact on the historical
operations and local user groups is a challenge.

I am also a private landowner and fisherman on the Taylor River. | have a good understanding how
operations of Taylor Dam affects all user groups. Because of this understanding | feel that | can give input to the user
group to find consensus on operations under all conditions presented.

Thank-you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Schumacher



From: Sonja Chavez

Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 6:22 PM
To: Sue Uerling <sue@ugrwcd.org>
Subject: FW: TLUG appointments

Letter of support for Mark Schumacher

Sonja Chavez, General Manager

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
210 West Spencer, Suite 2B

Gunnison, Colorado 81230

Office: 970-641-6065

Mobile: 970-596-4066

Website: www.ugrwcd.org

Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 6:03 PM
To: Sonja Chavez <schavez@ugrwcd.org>
Subject: Fwd: TLUG appointments

To the UGRWCD Board,

We are writing to support Mark Schumacher as the representative of the TLUG rafting/boating interests.
Mark has the knowledge of the river flows, the presence in the boating community, and works right
there in Taylor Canyon seeing what is going on. His history on this user group shows he can consider the
other water users needs, and help strike the balance that is needed to benefit all the users within the
parameters for optimal reservoir operations.

Mark has the experience and patience to work with this diverse and committed group, and we
appreciate his dedication over the years.

Thanks for your time,
Ches Russell
Scenic River Tours, Inc.

Taylor Canyon Boathouse Office: 7049 Co Rd 742, Almont, CO 81210
Gunnison Office: 703 W. Tomichi Ave Gunnison, CO 81230

Mailing: PO Box 271 Almont, CO 81210

Phone: 970-641-3131

info@scenicrivertours.com

WWW.Sscenicrivertours.com
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From: Taylor Park Marina

To: Sonja Chavez; Sue Uerling
Subject: TLUG Position
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 9:28:02 AM

Good morning and Happy New Year! I was writing to confirm that I would like to continue
my position on the TLUG board for the next duration and commitment. Please let me know if
I need to send in a formal letter of intent. Thanks so much and looking forward to the new year

and hopefully a great water season

Ryan Birdsey
Taylor Park Marina


mailto:taylorparkmarina@gmail.com
mailto:schavez@ugrwcd.org
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January 10, 2022
RE: Request for Letters of Interest Taylor Local Users Group Process
Dear Sonja,

I am writing to express my interest in joining the Taylor Local Users Group as the rafting and boating
representative. I am both personally and professionally invested in streamflows on the Taylor and
Gunnison Rivers and I have a depth of knowledge regarding public and commercial use of these local
rivers.

I have lived in Crested Butte for 4.5 years during which I have become intimately familiar with our local
rivers, paddling them for enjoyment and as a professional kayak instructor. I initially decided to move
here after joining local paddlers at “Taylor Tuesday”. After meeting the local paddling community and
paddling the Taylor River I fell in love with the valley and moved here promptly after. My love for our
local rivers and watersheds has only grown since then.

In my role as S. Rockies Associate Stewardship Director for American Whitewater, I lead local and
regional water policy and river management projects. One of those recent projects was working with the
UGRWCD on developing a Recreational Use Study and Boatable Days Tool for the Gunnison Watershed
Management Plan process on the Taylor and Gunnison Rivers. Through that project, I worked directly
with rafting outfitters, angling outfitters, and the local river recreation community on identifying
acceptable and optimal flows for these river segments. As a representative on the TLUG, I would be able
to help inform flow-related discussions with the Boatable Days Tool in addition to my personal
knowledge and experience of river flows.

In addition to my role with American Whitewater, I am a founding kayak instructor with the City of
Gunnison’s Youth Kayaking Program. The Gunnison and Taylor Rivers provide the perfect learning
environment to teach whitewater kayaking and safety skills to local youth in the valley. The program is
expanding and we plan to offer women’s courses and other adult courses in the future. Instruct

Using my professional and personal experience of river flows and recreational experiences, I would fairly
represent both outfitters and public boaters on the TLUG. My broad network within the local boating
community and relationship with rafting outfitters and instructors would help inform and strengthen my
input to TLUG discussions.

Thank you for considering my letter of interest to join the Taylor Local Users Group as the
boating/rafting representative. I look forward to hearing back from you and it would be an honor to join
the TLUG.

Sincerely,

KalX

Kestrel Kunz

S. Rockies Associate Stewardship Director
American Whitewater

619 Maroon Ave. #2

Crested Butte, CO 81224
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COLORADO UNIVERSITY

January 10th, 2022
Attn: UGRWCD

Dear UGRWCD,

I am writing to recommend Kestrel Kunz as a local user group member to represent the
rafting/boating interests along the Taylor and Gunnison Rivers above Blue Mesa Reservoir.
Ms. Kunz is an energetic, knowledgeable and fair individual and | believe that she would be
an excellent and contributing member of the UGRWCD.

| know Ms. Kunz as a local boater through my own recreation kayaking the upper Taylor
River regularly during the summer months. She is also a (non-traditional) student in my
physics course at Western, and therefore | know her on a more professional basis though
this interaction. | would like to recommend her for this position base on the following list of
qualifications that | am aware of:

e She is professionally engaged in local watershed issues through her employment with
the American Whitewater organization. The Taylor river has been a particular focus
of this work. | was a participant at the Taylor river race and the festivities that were
tied directly to the Gunnison whitewater festival and | believe were supported through
her work with American Whitewater.

e Ms. Kunz has written a number of letters (which were published) to the editor of
Gunnison Times regarding the role of the Taylor river in the recent GMUG
plan/proposal.

e Ms. Kunz has a patient and kind professional demeanor when working with others. |
have seen this as she works with others in the laboratory sections in the course she
is taking at Western. | can tell she would be a good contributing colleague.

e Because of her professional work with the river and familiarity with the private boater
community, | believe that Ms. Kunz would be able to equally represent both private
and commercial interests in the use of the Taylor and Gunnison rivers and work to
ensure that all interested parties have fair access to this resource.

e Ms. Kunz is interested in pursuing a career in watershed management issues and |
believe that this position would an excellent experience for her. As such, | believe that
you would benefit for the enthusiasm that she would bring to the table.

I hope you will choose Kestrel Kunz to represent the rafting/boating interests along the Taylor
and Gunnison Rivers above Blue Mesa Reservoir.

Sincerely,

John Mason (970-901-6947)
Professor of Physics
Western Colorado University
jmason@western.edu

WESTERN COLORADO UNIVERSITY 1 WESTERN WAY GUNNISON, CO 81231 970.943.0120 WESTERN.EDU
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January 10, 2022
The Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Rob Childerston, | would be grateful for the opportunity to fill the position and
represent the rafting/boating interests along the Taylor River and the main stem of the Gunnison
River above Blue Mesa Reservoir.

| understand the complexities in which water rolls through our valley. | am a professional
fly-fishing guide for Dragonfly Anglers and have been on the river almost 90 days a season for
over 15 years. | have seen the good, bad and ugly so to speak, and understand first hand the
many issues that may arise depending on the previous year's snowpack or lack thereof. In
addition to river specific experience, | also spend a great number of days in both the Gunnison
Basin and surrounding backcountry areas during the entirety of the year. Thus exposing myself
to a greater firsthand understanding of the multitude of variables related to the potential
discrepancies of Snotel Data versus accessible water within our watershed.

| feel as a member of this community since 1998, with direct interests in water and creating a
win/win scenario for all users involved, | would make a great addition to this board.

Thank you for both your time, and your consideration of me for this position.
Please feel free to contact me with any further questions.

Sincerely,

Rob Childerston
rob.childerston@exprealty.com
303-868-4272
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MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board Members

FROM: Watershed Management Planning Committee

DATE: January 10, 2022

SUBJECT: Watershed Management Planning Committee Meeting Summary

A meeting of the committee was held on January 10, 2022 at 1:30 p.m.

Stacy McPhail, Julie Nania, Jesse Kruthaupt, Sara Bergstrom, Nancy Johnston, Erin Wilson, Bella
Biondini, Mike Tarantino, Ryan Unterreiner, Sonja Chavez, Sue Uerling, Beverly Richards and Cheryl
Cwelich were in attendance. Rosemary Carroll was absent.

Agenda topics included updates on the Wet Meadows Program, watershed/wildfire and geo-fluvial
assessments, County Whitewater Park recreational improvements, City of Gunnison municipal needs
assessment, Phase 2 report status, and water quality and surface water monitoring program update as it
pertains to the Homestake Uranium Pitch Mine in Sargents. As a result of these discussions the following
action and discussion items were identified:

Action and Discussion Items

e Staff will provide an update on the 20" annual Gunnison River Festival at the next committee
meeting and see if Joellen Fonken (Director) can join the next WMP meeting

o Staff will contact Katie Jagt with Watershed Science and Design to begin discussions about
approach to on the ground project identification. This discussion will continue at next committee
meeting.

e Staff will continue working with the City of Gunnison to support fund raising needs for
improvements to the City Ditch system.

e Staff will continue to work with the County on fundraising in support of Whitewater Park drop
structure safety issues and improvements.

e Nancy Johnston will contact Dan Brauch with CPW to find out status of creel survey.

e Sonja Chavez will speak with Tim Lodato of Saguache County to determine the next course of
action regarding the Homestake Mine meeting. This may involve attending the meeting virtually
or in person.

e Staff will continue to compile report sections for the Phase 2 WMP report.

e Staff will continue to provide update on funding sources through the infrastructure bill.

Next Meeting
Watershed Management Planning Committee — February 14, 2022 — 1:30 p.m.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.

220110 Summary WMP Committee final
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MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board Members

FROM: Beverly Richards, Water Resource Specialist
DATE: January 14, 2022

SUBJECT: Grant Program Information

For 2022, the Upper Gunnison Board of Directors budgeted $200,000 for the Grant Program. We have
also dedicated $50,000 from unspent grant funds during 2015-2020 to support engineering needs within the
District including requests coming through the grant program. This will be the thirteenth year of the
program and we look forward to the projects that will be part of this year’s program.

Timeline:

The timeline for the program is as follows:

January 1, 2022 — Grant Program opens

January 13 & 18, 2022 — Pre-application webinars provided with detailed information about the
program.

February 15, 2022 — Grant Program applications are due by the close of business (5:00 p.m.)

February 15-March 1, 2022 — Staff and Committee will evaluate applications and develop
recommendations

March 2022 — Recommendations will be presented to Board of Directors for their approval

April 1, 2022 — Award letters will go out and contracting will begin

Information and forms associated with the program can be found on our website at
https://ugrwcd.org/grant-funding/.
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Education and Outreach Update



MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board of Directors
FROM: Sue Uerling, Adm. Asst./Comm. Support Specialist
DATE: January 13, 2022

SUBJECT: Education Committee Update

With the start of 2022, the following are action items that have commenced or been completed
based on the 2022 Education Action Plan:

Action Items

e Radio Advertising:

o The District’s underwriting for KBUT has been updated to include a more
“winter-based” message.

o New copy for radio ads to run on KEJJ and its sister stations is being developed.
These new ads will be recorded at the end of the month to begin running in
February and throughout the busiest portion of ski season during February and
March.

o New Outreach — We have contacted KVVNF, a public radio station that serves
Lake City and the surrounding area and are developing underwriting copy and
scheduling spots to run for 13 weeks during the busy summer months.

e Newsprint Advertising:

o The weekly streamflow/reservoir elevations/snowpack ads are running in the
Gunnison Country Times and Crested Butte News. The Gunnison Country Times
did increase their weekly rate by $2 per display ad, which has been accounted for
in the budget.

o The weekly streamflow/Lake San Cristobal elevation/Slumgullion snowpack ads
are running the SilverWorld newspaper.

e Collaboration with other Water Groups in the District:

o We have contacted the Gunnison Rotary Club and the Colorado Parks and
Wildlife Division about possibly collaborating with them on fishing tournaments
at Blue Mesa Reservoir in 2022. A meeting will be held with the Gunnison
Rotary Club on January 21, 2022.

e Water Message Promotional Items:

o The District has submitted a list of several promotional products that could be
imprinted with the District’s logo to Kirsten Dickey at OffCenter Designs.
Kirsten is checking current pricing and availability for these items and will get
back with us before the end of January.

e River Clean-Up Program:

220112 Education Committee Update



o Staff have discussed the possibility of the District hosting a River Clean-up Party
at a date prior to the Gunnison River Festival (GRF) June 10-12, 2022. It was
discussed that it could possibly take place at the same time of the City of
Gunnison Community Clean-Up Day on Saturday, April 23, 2022 (depending on
snowpack) at the Whitewater Park. All volunteers in the city-wide clean-up
would be invited to the Whitewater Park for the clean-up, followed by a lunch and
possibly live music provided by the District. Volunteers also could be given a
promotional item with the District logo and marketing materials advertising the
20" Anniversary Gunnison River Festival and UGRWCD. There was discussion
that a clean-up could also take place at the Shady Island campground/parking
either the same date or at a later date. GRF Director Joellen Fonken will discuss
the concept with the GRF Board of Directors.

e Photography Intern John Murphy, a senior communications major at Western University,
will being his internship duties on January 18, 2022.

Completed Action Items

e Mayors and Managers:

o General Manager Sonja Chavez gave a presentation entitled “A Look Back at
Water Year 2021” via Zoom video/teleconferencing on Thursday, July 6, 2022 at
noon.

e 250 Copies of the children’s book Drop: An Adventure through the Water Cycle by
Emily Kate Moon have been ordered from publisher Penguin Random House LLC. The
books are scheduled to ship no later than January 28, 2022 and shipping times could be
up to four to six weeks, per Penguin Random House.

e The UGRWCD’s Winter 2021-22 Newsletter was emailed to the newsletter email list of
175 members on January 7, 2022 and promoted on our website, Facebook page and
Twitter.
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AGENDA ITEM 5

Basin Water Supply Information



MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board Members

FROM: Beverly Richards, Water Resource Specialist
DATE: January 14, 2022

SUBJECT: Basin Water Supply Information

The information supplied as part of this memorandum is a monthly feature and includes information about
drought conditions in the basin, snowpack information from NRCS, reservoir storage, and the Upper
Gunnison Cloudseeding Program.

Drought Conditions:

According to the Drought Monitor at drought.gov as of January 4, 2022, drought conditions are slowly
worsening throughout the state with 22% of the state now experiencing extreme (D3) drought conditions.
This is significantly worse than the November 2, 2021, report where only 6% of the state was experiencing
extreme drought conditions. This is primarily on the eastern slope as precipitation has been almost non-
existent since November. These conditions are reflected in the current conditions map for the state
provided below.

Current U.S. Drought Monitor Conditions for Colorado: @ NIDIS}
Current

Basemap Sources: National Geographic, Esri, Garmin, HERE, UNEP-WCMC, USGS, NASA, ESA, METI, NRCAN, GEBCO, NOAA,
U.S. Drought Monitor for CO NCREMENT P

(D0} Abnormally (D1) Moderate (D2) Severe (D3) Extreme (D4) Exceptional
Dry: 100.0% Drought: 95.5%  Drought: 67.1%  Drought: 22.3% Drought: 0.0%

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA
Updates Weekly - 01/04/22
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Gunnison County

Gunnison County fared much better the last month of the year. According to the U.S. Drought Monitor,
dated November 2, 2021, 3% of Gunnison County was showing Abnormally Dry (DO0) conditions, 68%
Moderate (D1) conditions, and 28% Severe (D2) conditions which is some improvement from November
2020 when the county was 100% in Severe to Exceptional drought conditions. As of January 4, 2022, the
conditions in the county are now 25% Abnormally Dry (DO0), 45% Moderate (D1), and 29% Severe (D2)
This is reflected in the current conditions map for Gunnison County provided below.

Current Conditions for Gunnison County: U.S. Drought @ m
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U.S. Drought Monitor for Gunnison County

(DO} Abnormally (D1) Moderate (D2) Severe (D3) Extreme (D4) Exceptional
Dry: 100.00% Drought: 74.91% Drought:29.11%  Drought: 0.00%  Drought: 0.00%

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA
Updates Weekly - 01/04/22

Short-term drought conditions for Gunnison County are reflected in the figure below. This figure shows the
result of substantial precipitation in the basin during December where drought conditions are entirely in the
wet categories for the first time in several years. However, the long-term drought forecast shows the
county and surrounding areas returning to abnormally dry conditions. This is also the case for most of the
western part of the state.
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As stated above, precipitation in Gunnison County over the last six weeks or so has helped tremendously
with precipitation numbers ranging from 150% to 300% for the entire county. This is reflected in the
graphic below.

Current Conditions for Gunnison County: Precipitation @ m
(30-Day % of Normal)

Aspen

L

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)

0%-25% 25% - 50% 50% - 75% 75% - 100%
100% - 150% 150% - 200% 200% - 300% >300%
Source(s): UC Merced
Last Updated - 01/08/22 Drought.gov
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Hinsdale County

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, dated November 2, 2021, 100% of Hinsdale County was
experiencing Abnormally Dry (D0) or Moderate (D1)conditions. As of January 4, 2022, 100% of the
county is now in either Moderate (D1) or Severe (D2). This is reflected in the current conditions map for
Hinsdale County provided below.

Current Conditions for Hinsdale County: U.S. Drought @ NiDIS
Monitor

RiolGrande
WEITIE]
FOrest

U.S. Drought Monitor for Hinsdale County

(D0) Abnormally (D1) Moderate (D2) Severe (D3) Extreme (D4) Exceptional
Dry: 100.00%  Drought: 100.00% Drought:23.32%  Drought: 0.00%  Drought: 0.00%

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA
Updates Weekly - 01/04/22

Short-term drought conditions for Hinsdale County are reflected in the figure below. This figure shows that
a good portion of the county was neither wet nor dry, which is indicated by the area shown as white and a
small portion in the southern part of the county was abnormally wet. However, the long-term drought
forecast shows the county and surrounding areas returning to severe to extreme drought conditions.
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Precipitation in Hinsdale County over the last six weeks or so has helped with numbers ranging from 100%
to 200% for the entire county and surrounding areas, see figure below. However, the SNOTEL site at
Slumgullion is currently only showing 79% of average snowpack for the year.

220114 Board Packet Memo_final



Current Conditions for Hinsdale County: Precipitation @ @
(30-Day % of Normal) o
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Source(s): UC Merced
Last Updated -01/08/22 Drought.gov

Saguache County

Current conditions in Saguache County have not fared as well as Gunnison and Hinsdale County and this is
the case with much of the upper Rio Grande River basin. The entire county is now listed as experiencing
Severe (D2) or Extreme (D3) condition. This is a significant change from conditions that existed in
November where the entire of the county was in Abnormally Dry (44 %) to Severe (.63%) conditions.
This is reflected in the current conditions figure below.
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Current Conditions for Saguache County: U.S. Drought @ NIDIS]
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U.S. Drought Monitor for Saguache County

(DO) Abnormally (D1) Moderate (D2) Severe (D3) Extreme (D4) Exceptional
Dry:100.00%  Drought: 100.00% Drought: 100.00% Drought:30.29%  Drought: 0.00%

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA

Updates Weekly - 01/04/22 Drought.gov

Short-term drought conditions for Saguache County are reflected in the figure below. This figure shows
that the northern part of the county remains neither wet nor dry, but the southern part shows that drought
conditions remain ranging from Abnormally Dry to Extreme in the most southeastern portion of the
county. The long-range forecast indicates that Saguache County will likely return to 100% Severe (D2) to
Exceptional (D4) drought conditions.
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Last Updated - 12/31/21 Drought.gov

Precipitation in Saguache County over the last six weeks or so has helped with precipitation numbers
ranging from 100% to 300% of normal. However, the south and eastern part of the county remained dry
ranging from no precipitation to 75% of normal. The snowpack for this area is currently at 94% of normal
which is also impacting neighboring basins.
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Current Conditions for Saguache County: Precipitation @ @
(30-Day % of Normal) 5=
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Source(s): UC Merced
Last Updated - 01/08/22 Drought.gov

Reservoir Storage
Reservoir storage in the Gunnison Basin is at 52% of full. The reservoirs in the Upper Gunnison Basin,

Taylor and Blue Mesa, are at 55% and 28% respectively. This is reflected in the tea-cup diagram below
dated January 11.
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Data Current as of:
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Aspinall Unit Operations:

This update was provided by the Bureau of Reclamation on their Aspinall Operations website and is dated
December 21, 2021.

The unregulated inflow volume in November to Blue Mesa was 26,536 acre-feet (88 percent of

average). Unregulated Inflow volumes forecasted for Blue Mesa for the next three months (December,
January and February) are projected to be: 19,000 acre-feet (76 percent of average), 18,000 acre-feet (75
percent of average) and 16,000 acre-feet (73 percent of average), respectively. The December 24-Month
Study is reflective of these new forecasts. The 2022 median water year unregulated inflow volume is
projected to be 689,000 acre-feet (74 percent of average). The water supply period (April-July) for 2022 is
projected to be 480,000 acre-feet of unregulated inflow (75 percent of average).

In August, September and part of October, releases were increased in response to a continual declining dry
hydrologic condition for the Colorado River system. This drought operation was implemented under the
Upper Basin Drought Response Operations Agreement. The intent of this operation was to support Lake
Powell water levels critical to maintaining hydropower operations.

Blue Mesa did not fill in water year 2021 (Colorado River Basin Forecast Center Colorado Climate and
Drought Update presented on October 11). The reservoir is unlikely to fill in water year 2022 unless we
maintain substantial (i.e., well above average) snowpack through March and April. Blue Mesa reached a
peak elevation of 7,464.28 feet on June 22, 2021. The elevation reached a low elevation 7429.49 feet on
November 1, 2021, with a storage level of 208,761 acre-feet (25% of full capacity). The elevation is now
increasing due to precipitation events that occurred in December and early January.

v
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The next Aspinall Operations Group meeting will be held on January 20, 2022, at 1:00 pm MST. The
meeting will be held virtually.

Taylor Park Reservoir Operations:

The Bureau of Reclamation provided an update of Taylor Park Reservoir operations using the January 1
forecast from the Colorado Basin River Forecast Center. This forecast indicated that there will be 98,000
acre-feet of runoff flowing into the reservoir which is 104% of average. This runoff forecast put the year
type in the Average Year category. The requirement for this year type category is to maintain a spring
peak release of 445 cfs for a period of 5 days. Using this information would result in an end of year
content of 70,000 acre-feet in the reservoir. This preliminary operations plan shows the reservoir filling to
a maximum seasonal content of 92,900 acre-feet which is 87% full. Releases from the reservoir continue
at the winter flow rate of 72.5 cfs and will continue at that level until March.

Snowpack in the Taylor Park watershed is currently at 130% of normal with December snow accumulation
at 227% of average for the entire Upper Gunnison River basin. The best snow conditions exist in the
northern part of the basin particularly around the East River and Taylor River watersheds.

Meridian Lake Reservoir and Lake San Cristobal Update:

The current elevation (October 19) for Meridian Lake Reservoir is 9605.48 which is 634.9 acre-feet of
storage. This is down from the August level of 9606.15 or 676.2 acre-feet of storage. The level was
reduced in part due to releases made from the lake to augment the in-stream flow call which ran for a total
of 41 days, August-October.

The current elevation (January 12) for Lake San Cristobal is 8994.17 which is down slightly from the
November 1 reading of 8994.63. The flows out of the reservoir are currently at 13.9 cfs. We spoke with
Dan Brauch with CPW on the flows not meeting the winter rate of the instream flow and his response is
below:

Since the base flow period through the winter is pretty long and we do not have a lot of stored water to
work with to benefit the fishery, I would not recommend trying to bump flows up to meet the 20 cfs, but
would also want to be sure we are maintaining base flows by passing through inflows to maintain stream
habitat downstream of Lake San Cristobal, especially since we are currently not meeting the 20 cfs.

Lake Powell Update:

The Upper Basin Drought Response Operations Agreement (DROA) provisions to protect a target
elevation at Lake Powell of 3,525 feet were completed in October 2021. The additional 161 thousand acre-
feet (kaf) releases from the upstream initial units of the Colorado River Storage Project Act began in July
and ended in October 2021. The table below contains the observed DROA releases:
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DROA Releases for the December 24MS Model Run

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
. | (kaf) (kaf) (kaf) (kaf) (kaf) (kaf) Sum
Flaming Gorge | 12 | 45 | 44 | 24 | 0 _ 0 125
Blue Mesa _ 0 17 16 | 3 _ 0 0 36
Navajo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sum: 12 62 60 27 0 0 161

The releases detailed above are in addition to the already established releases determined by operational
plans for each of the identified facilities. The additional delivery of 161 kaf is equivalent to Lake Powell’s
elevation of approximately 2.56 feet.

The unregulated inflow volume to Lake Powell during November was 346 kaf (83% of average) . The
release volume from Glen Canyon Dam in November was 500 kaf. The end of November elevation and
storage of Lake Powell were 3,541.84 feet (158 feet from full pool) and 7.02 million acre-feet (maf) (29%
of live capacity), respectively.

Effective January 1, 2022, the Bureau of Reclamation began monthly operational adjustment at Glen
Canyon Dam. This was done to take initial steps to protect the reservoir’s target elevation of 3,525 feet.
As of January 5, Lake Powell’s water surface elevation measured 3,536 feet which is just 11 feet above the
target elevation. Without the changes to monthly water releases, the reservoir’s elevation was projected to
steadily decline below the target elevation through the winter months.

The monthly volume of water released from Glen Canyon Dam is being adjusted to hold back 350 kaf of
water in Lake Powell from January to April when inflow to the reservoir is low. The same amount of
water will then be released to Lake Mead between June and September after the spring runoff occurs. The
annual volume of water released from Glen Canyon is unchanged by these adjustments.

According to the Bureau, making these adjustments is essential to protect Lake Powell from dropping to
critically low elevation levels. Although the basin had substantial snowstorms in December, these are still
necessary to protect the elevation in Lake Powell. This modified release pattern was put into action
following meetings with basin partners including basin state, Tribes, federal agencies, non-governmental
organizations, and water managers.

Water year 2022 in the Colorado River Basin began with a wetter-than-normal October, but it was
followed by the second-driest November on record and resulted in a loss of 1.5 maf of inflow for Lake
Powell compared to the previous month’s projections. December projections showed the reservoir
dropping below the target elevation as early as February 2022.While the basin recently experienced
substantial snowpack, critically low reservoir levels coupled with uncertainty about future snowpack
necessitated action. Reclamation will closely monitor the basin’s hydrology and will release updated
projections as they become available (Bureau of Reclamation News Release dated January 7, 2022).
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Cloudseeding Report (North American Weather Consultants; NAWC) & SWE in the Snowpack:

Cloudseeding efforts began again on November 15, 2021, with little cloudseeding being done in the last
half of the month. For December the weather pattern was categorized as wet and active across the
Gunnison Basin. There were several moderate storms and a few stronger storms occurring in that time
frame. According the NAWC report dated January 4, 2022, these storms were in a southwest flow pattern
which is less favorable for using the remote generator located at Lake Irwin, so this site was not used as
much as some others. The Colorado Climate Center stated that Schofield Pass had its wettest 10-day
stretch on record in December.

Table 1 below shows SWE for the water year as of January 1, 2022.

Measurement Snow Water Equivalent (inch) Water Year Precipitation (inch)
Site 1-1-22 Percent of Average 1-1-22 Percent of Average
Butte 8.7 158 9.8 140
Schofield Pass 23.5 184 25.6 194
Park Cone 7.3 182 7.3 138
Porphyry Creek 8.6 139 9.8 158
Slumgullion 5.4 83 5.6 85
Upper Gunnison

Basin % 149 143

As of January 1, 2022, snow water equivalent in the Upper Gunnison Basin was above normal, with a
basin-wide average of 149%. Water year precipitation was also above normal, at an average of 143%. The
Colorado Climate Center stated that Schofield Pass had its wettest 10-day stretch on record in December.

The figure below summarizes SWE for the entire Gunnison River Basin as of January 10, 2022. This
information is provided by NRCS. The graph represents snowpack as the current percent of normal (142),
the current percent in comparison to last year (204), and the current percent for years 1991-2020 (66).
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Gunnison River Basin Time Series Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 10, 2022 USDA

United States Department of Agriculture
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AGENDA ITEM 5

Wet Meadows Project Update



MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board of Directors
FROM: Cheryl Cwelich, Watershed Program Coordinator
DATE: January 14, 2022

SUBJECT: Wet Meadows Program Update

With the start of 2022, the following are action items that have commenced or been completed in
the Wet Meadows Restoration and Resiliency Building Program (WMRRBP):

Completed Action Items

e Onboarding of new coordinator
e Scope of Work for Cheryl Cwelich transition to Coordinator
e BLM L19 grant for Silt-Bohr Flats
o Submission of Progress Financial Report and ASAP Draw
e New Project Planning Templates Developed
o Project Site Planning
o Contractor/Crew Calendar
e 2022 Kick-off Wet Meadows Planning Meeting:
o 2022 Restoration Construction Sites:
o BLM - Upper Cottonwood Gulch, Lower Cottonwood Gulch, Monson
Gulch, Long Gulch, Chance Gulch, Sagehen Gulch, Wolf Creek Swale,
Upper Willow Creek, Sapinero Mesa, Signal Peak
o USEFS - Black Sage Pass
o CPW - Van Tuyl SWA & Miller Ranch SWA
o Ute Mountain Ute — Pine Crest Ranch
o Draft of the 2022 WMRRBP Vision, Objectives and Goals

Action Items

e 2022 Field Work Planning:

o The coordinator is working with BLM representative, Andrew Breibart, along
with other program partners, to complete NEPA, CWA, ESA and SHPO on wet
meadow project sites for the 2022 field season.

o Contractors to perform specialized earthwork, log work, and fencing have been
contacted for the 2022 field season, including Stonefly Earthworks, Range Works
LLC and Grizzly Fence. The coordinator is working with staff to complete
contracting and finalize schedule.

Wet Meadows Program Memo_01.14.22.CC



o The RMYCC crew has been secured for two weeks of time to conduct Wet
Meadows work at Bohr Flats. Cheryl is finalizing a contract with them.

o Rock and logs are being ordered and scheduled in accordance with the 2022
construction plan and calendar, along with retaining heavy equipment, such as
dozers for plug and spreads.

e Qutreach:

o With the UGRWCD assuming responsibility of the Wet Meadows Program, the
current website will expire, and information transferred to the District’s website.
The current webpage for the program on the district’s webpage is being built out
by staff with narrative, videos, partner information, contact info and a map.

o The GUSG Summit at Western will take place on April 4™ and 5" and will be
attended by the Coordinator and partners at CPW and FWS.

o Wet Meadows partners will participate in workshops for private landowners
interested in wet meadows work through the Bird Conservancy at the end of
February in Gunnison, Glade Park and Hotchkiss.

e Continuity & Vision:

o The program will no longer be entering into grant agreements for work outside of
the basin, but we are, in good faith, going to complete our commitments under our
current grant agreements per the General Manager’s direction.

o In collaboration with BIO-Logic, an environmental consultant and long-term
partner of the Wet Meadows Program, the coordinator is building out a project
site management tool to track site analysis, design, construction, maintenance,
monitoring, etc., at each site over time.

o The coordinator is working with primary Wet Meadows partners to revise and
develop a 2022 vision, objectives and goals document that will guide the selection
and prioritization of stream reaches for restoration.

Wet Meadows Program Memo_01.14.22.CC



AGENDA ITEM 5

Scientific Endeavors



AGENDA ITEM 5

Long Lake Work Group Update



AGENDA ITEM 5

Gunnison Basin Roundtable Update



AGENDA ITEM 5

Gunnison River Festival Update
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AGENDA ITEM 7

Miscellaneous Matters



AGENDA ITEM 7

Infrastructure Bill (Water)



MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board of Directors
FROM: Sonja Chavez, General Manager
DATE: January 14, 2022

SUBJECT: Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill (Water)

Following is a summary of the General Manager’s current understanding around the availability
of water related infrastructure funding in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Bill. This summary
was provided during a December 16, 2021, Colorado Water Congress Member Call by Keith
McCloughlin of the Colorado Water Resource and Power Development Authority (CWRPDA).

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Bill provides $973B for water related infrastructure.

Colorado’s Water Portion is $6.15B over 5 years and $688M for CWRPDA to distribute
via the State Revolving Loan Funds.

e $688M to CWRPDA via State Revolving Loan Fund. They are waiting for guidance
from EPA but hope to be able to distribute in first quarter of 2022.

o Water Storage Projects: Are not a part of this $688M. Reservoirs are not
eligible to receive funding from the State Revolving Fund and therefore are not
included in this $688M.

e State of Colorado Water Infrastructure Allotment: $6.15B over 5 years

Year 1: $121.3M.

o $35M in additional base drinking water funds over what State normally receives
which is $21M.

o Clean Water - $14M. This is in addition to $13M the State normally receives.

o Drinking water lead service line replacement - $56M. Can also include survey
work to identify where lead lines need to be replaced.

o Drinking Water Emerging Contaminants - $15M. Geared toward PFAS.

o Clean Water/Waste Water - $753,000 geared toward PFAS

Year 2 (2022-23): Allotment to Colorado estimated to go up by 16%
Year 3 (2023-24): Allotment to Colorado estimated to go up by 9%

Year 4 (2024-25): Allotment to Colorado estimated to go up by 8%



Year 5 (2025-26): Allotment to Colorado estimated to go up by 8%

Reimbursement Method ($121.3M): As Grant Dollars.

o There will be a public process to determine priority of public programs. Will seek
stakeholder engagement and want it to be very public/transparent process.

Who can apply? Deadlines? Coming at a later date based upon guidance.

Emerging Contaminants (eg., PFAS) are 100% grant dollars (i.e., no match required).
Expensive to mitigate so want to get it done.

Build American/Buy American — tied to all funding. Guidance forthcoming.

Project Readiness: Looking for projects that are somewhat ready to go. Don’t need to
be “shovel ready” but it would be good for folks to dust off any plans they have and if
they want them to go forward, start getting prepared.

Davis-Bacon - will apply to all infrastructure funds.

Storage & Conveyance Projects will likely be coming through USBR. It will likely
be a while before the money will be put out. Gives interested parties time to understand
where the pots of money are to fund infrastructure needs.

Infrastructure Funding Being Distributed via Reclamation:

o $8.3B added to Reclamation’s Budget. Huge increase as USBR budget has never
reached over $1B.
o Reclamation has started to roll out some of these dollars. Had their listening
sessions last week.
o Funding distributed over five years:
=  $3.2B — Aging Infrastructure. Incorporated into new aging infrastructure
account. Based upon what Reclamation Projects need. There will be a
funding announcement and application process.
= $1.15B — Storage and Conveyance. Targeted at WIN storage program at
Reclamation. Includes $100M for small storage program (equivalent to
Title 16). Conveyance has to be associated with increased storage (grd
water or surface water).
= $1B for Title 16 — SMALL Water Recycling and Reuse.
=  $450M for LARGE water recycling program (earmarked for major project
in Los Angeles).
= $250M for desalination
= $1B for rural water projects.
= $500M for dam safety projects.



o

= $300M for drought implementation. $250M for lower basin. $50M for
Upper Basin.

=  $400M for WaterSMART. Available for everybody in west. 50/50 cost
share. Traditionally been smaller dollar amounts. Asking them to bump
up to $5M which is their statutory cap.

= $100M for Cooperative Water Management Program. Helpful on forest
management side and interaction with other stakeholder groups working
on forest health issues.

= $250M for aquatic ecosystem restoration program. 65 % federal cost
share.

=  $100M for multi-benefit watershed projects. Not clear how this is
different from aquatic ecosystem above. Not sure if they are going to put
into one pot. Waiting for more information.

= $50M for Colorado River Endangered Fish Recovery Program. Will help
for erosion of funds that happened out of the Basin States Fund.

=  $500M USDA Program (PL566) — allows for investment in infrastructure.

= USACE Infrastructure Program - $200M. Not sure what Colorado got.

Understanding is that Reclamation will release money in 5 equal chunks/portions.
No money will pass through Colorado Water Conservation Board.

Reclamation currently has $200M for drought. Reprogrammed another $100M
for drought. These funds are not going to come out very fast.

Interested in Reclamation Funding? Have your projects clearly developed so that
you can expedite your own projects.
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Gunnison Headwater Wetland Mitigation Bank
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Homestake Mining Proposal
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Office Renovation for Watershed
Program Coordinator



AGENDA ITEM 7

Spencer Business Park Condo Association



SPENCER AVENUE BUSINESS PARK CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
AGENDA - ANNUAL MEETING
January 6, 2022

The Spencer Avenue Business Park Condominium Association conducted its annual
meeting on Thursday, January 6, 2022. In attendance were Sonja Chavez, Dan
McKenna, Bill Nesbitt, and Jill Steele

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 11:05 a.m.

2. CONSIDERATION OF FEBRUARY 2, 2021 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

Dan McKenna moved and Bill Nesbitt seconded approval of the February 2,
2021 annual meeting minutes. The motion carried.

3. REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

Wells Fargo December 2021 Bank Statement:

Jill Steele said that the statement was included for informational purposes and
shows a balance of $13,674.13 in the Association’s checking account.

2021 Financial Report — Profit & Loss:
Jill Steele provided the information showing a net income in 2021 of $2,732.99.

4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Officers re-elected by acclamation: Sonja Chavez President, Bill Nesbitt
Secretary/Treasurer.

5. OLD BUSINESS

Repairs made to property in 2020 and 2021:

Foundation Repair
Building trim stained, two coats
Parking lot striped

The UGRWCD has paid for the above repairs for a total of $20,123.10. A bill was
prepared for B.A.M.P. LLC’s half, or $10,061.55.



Because there is a healthy 2021 end of year unused balance of $13,674.13 in the
Spencer Avenue Condo Association checking account under which both the Upper
Gunnison District and BAMP contribute an equal amount of funding on a monthly
basis, it was decided to distribute $5,000 to each of the two parties. BAMP will then
write a check to the District for $10,061.55 for BAMP’s portion of the 2020-2021
building repair and maintenance total.

Dan McKenna moved and Bill Nesbitt seconded to distribute $5,000 to each of
the two parties. BAMP will then write a check to the District for $10,061.55 for
BAMP’s portion of the 2020-2021 building repair and maintenance total. The
motion carried.

These items of old business are still of concern and are discussed under New
Business:

Roof/French drain leak causing ice fall hazard

Soffit rotting under covered porch area

BLM overnight parking

BLM use of non-pedestrian grass hill to access BLM alley parking

6. NEW BUSINESS

Snow removal contract with Great Escape Landscape (Geoff Berg):
A copy of the contract was included in the packet.

Insurance — American Family Insurance monthly premium increase from $368.75 to
$444.50 ($75.75 or 20.54% increase): Dan McKenna said that his research revealed
that it is not worthwhile changing insurance companies as the rates are very similar.

Parking Lot — Need to empty overnight for plowing: Dan McKenna will speak with his
tenants and ask them not to leave vehicles parked overnight when it is obvious that a
snowstorm is coming in and especially on weekends when we are expecting snow.

Repairs to property needed in 2022:

Bullet Construction LLC’s Roof Inspection dated 6/11/21: The soffit rotting and the
French drain leaks will be fixed in conjunction with the roof repair.

Bill Nesbitt asked Dan McKenna if he was okay moving forward with obtaining bids
for the roof repair. Dan said he was.

Sonja Chavez said that UGRWCDhas problems with the furnaces in Suite B because
the angle of the venting pipe causes water and moisture to not drain properly and
eventually results in the furnace not firing/lighting. When the roof is repaired, she
plans to raise up those venting pipes in order to correct the problem. Dan McKenna
didn’t note any issues in Suite A.



Consideration of stairs of some kind in grass hill area for use by tenants of Suite A:

It was decided to not provide additional access over the grass hill since it was not an
official ingress/egress and would just result in additional snow removal and
maintenance issues, the UGRWCD did want an access point in this location, and
tenants of Suite A have an alternative way of accessing their BLM parking lot behind
B&B Printers (i.e., Suite A has a back door to the street). It was decided to block off
the hill using an orange fence or to rope if off to further discourage use.

7. ADJOURNMENT

President Sonja Chavez adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sonja R. Chavez, President

William J. Nesbitt, Treasurer



1 < Month to Summarize (change this number to look at a different month)

PRELIMINARY - SUBJECT TO REVISION

TO
Daily Summary for Month --> Jan
Taylor Park Reservoir [ silver Jack Reservoir Aspinall Unit GUNNISON TUNNEL ALLOCATION
River Call Average Flow Reservoir 1st Fill__2nd Fill _ Other Aspina_lll Reservoir BP Accnt AU Accnt Reservoir Contents Total Aspinall Unit Inflow 1st Fill Contract | Streamflow and Divs Type of Water Diverted into Tunnel Tot 1st fill
Gun
Silver Tunnel 3-Day Ave.
Jack TP Excess (GT) 3-Day GT Other GT Divs -
Reservoir Releases Released Shortage | Average  Shortage Account SJ Inflow AU inflow Gun. River GT Divs - GT Divs - SJ GT Divs - GT Divs - GT Divs - Remain.
& Juniors from TP TP Inflow after AU |Excess TP after AU Nat TP- TP 2nd Fill - Storage AU to AU below TP UGRWCD | below Total AU inflow TP Storage  UGRWCD Rel from 1st Fill 1st Fill
In Priority  1st Fill and AU  Nat Inflow | Inflow and Inflow and | TP Res. USGS Computed| 1stFill- Storage- in TP- Storage| SJRes Reservoir] BP- AU Water MP Res CRRes |ChangeIn Computed & with AU Contract East Gunnison | minus TP Released Inflow by Contract 2nd Fill for Creditin Credits in
Dayof | (1=Yes, (1=Yes, Natinflow and TP AUNat  TPInflow | Content outflow Inflow |Storage- inTP Storage- in TP - | Content Storage | Storage - Storage-| BMRes  Content Content | Storage relfrom CR Aug Rel water Portal Tunnel | released  Inflow AU Exch Water Rel Rec/Fish BM TP and
Month 0=No) 0=No) (cfs) Inflow (cfs)| Inflow (cfs) (cfs) (af) (cfs) (cfs) in TP (af)  (af) (af) (af) (af) (cfs) in SJ (af) _in SJ (af) [Content (af)  (af) (af) (af) (cfs) (cfs) #REF! (af) (cfs) Divs (cfs) |inflow (cfs)  (cfs) (cfs) (cfs) (cfs) (cfs) #REF! |AU__ (af)
(1) (2) (3) (5) (6) (7) (8) (11) (14) (15) (19) (25) (30) (34) (36) (39) (43) (47) (49) (7) (100) (124) (125) (127) #REF! #REF! (128) (131) (132) (133) (134) (135) (136) (137) #REF! (140)
1 1 1 512 0 621 0 58,666 70 56 49,456 9,210 0 0| 1,802 6 1,802 0 232,616 105,520 16,218 419 315 456 315 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 105,924
2 1 1 402 0 530 0 58,638 69 55 49,319 9,320 0 0| 1,817 7 1,817 0 232,851 105,535 16,169 201 315 347 315 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 105,924
3 1 1 393 0 436 0 58,638 69 69 49,183 9455 0 0| 1,830 7 1,830 0 232,992 105,520 16,198 155 315 325 315 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 105,924
4 1 1 381 0 392 0 58,624 68 61 49,048 9,576 0 0| 1,844 7 1,844 0 233,508 105,111 16,235 146 315 321 315 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 105,924
5 1 1 269 0 348 0 58,666 69 90[ 48912 9,755 0 0] 1,854 5 1,854 0 233,415 105,006 16,299 -136 316 179 316 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 105,924
6 1 1 327 0 326 0 58,681 7 78 48,771 9,910 0 0| 1,867 7 1,867 0 233,320 105,066 16,339 7 317 249 316 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 105,924
7 1 1 746 0 447 0 58,695 74 81 48,625 10,070 0 0| 1,880 7 1,880 0 233,885 105,369 16,310 838 317 666 317 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 105,924
8 1 1 377 0 483 0 58,681 73 66 48,479 10,202 0 0| 1,893 7 1,893 0 233,650 105,763 16,287 136 316 312 316 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 105,924
9 1 1 458 0 527 0 58,666 73 66 234,026 105,763 16,209 298 327 405 315 12 12 0 0
10 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
1" 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
12 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
13 1 1 0 0
14 1 1 0 0
15 1 1 0 0
16 1 1 0 0
17 1 1 0 0
18 1 1 0 0
19 1 1 0 0
20 1 1 0 0
21 1 1 0 0
22 1 1 0 0
23 1 1 0 0
24 1 1 0 0
25 1 1 0 0
26 1 1 0 0
27 1 1 0 0
28 1 1 0 0
29 1 1 0 0
30 1 1 0 0
31 1 1 0 0
Total 31 31 3,866 0 4,110 0 635 621 52 2,063 2,855 3,260 2,840 15 15 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tot (af) 7,667 0 8,152 0 1,260 1,232 103 4,091 5,663 6,466 5,633 30 30 0 0 0 0 0 0
Min 1 1 269 0 326 0 58,624 0 55 48,479 9,210 0 0| 1,802 5 1,802 0 232,616 105,006 -136 0 179 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0| 105,924
Max 1 1 746 0 621 0 58,695 74 90 49,456 10,202 0 0] 1,893 7 1,893 0 234,026 105,763 838 327 666 0 0 317 12 12 0 0 0 0 0 0| 105,924
Annual Summary (all values in ac-ft) Note: Reservoir content is the end of the month content
days days) (an) (af) (an) @) (@n [25) (af) (af) (af) (af) @) [ () (af) [25) (af) al an) (@n (@n [25) [25) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af)
Nov 30 30 34,379 0 32,433 0 58,737 4,428 4,591 54,159 4,578 0 0| 1,713 300 1,713 0 220,759 110,430 15,977 11,721 21,006 30,392 20,402 604 604 0 0 0 0 105,924
Dec 31 31 26,537 0 26,118 0 58,695 4,564 4,521 49,595 9,100 0 0| 1,790 166 1,790 0 232,145 105,687 16,102 6,769 21,040 23,245 19,811 1,229 1,229 0 0 0 0 105,924
Jan 31 31 1,260 5,663 5,633 30
Feb 28 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mar 31 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Apr 30 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
May 31 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jun 30 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jul 31 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Aug 31 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 30 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 31 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 365 365 60,916 0 58,551 0 10,252 9,112 465 18,490 47,710 53,637 45,847 1,863 1,833 0 0 0 0 0
Min 28 28 0 0 0 0 58,695 0 0| 49,595 9,100 0 0| 1,790 0 1,790 0 232,145 105,687 16,102 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0| 105,924
Max 31 31 26,537 0 26,118 0 58,695 4,564 4,521] 49,595 9,100 0 0] 1,790 166 1,790] 0 232,145 105,687 16,102 6,769 21,040 23,245 0 19,811 1,229 1,229 0 0 0 0 0] 105,924




Reports

Monthly Energy Production Report

UGRWCD

Generated for Beverly Richards
on 01/13/2022

Gunnison, CO
This report provides energy production for January.

Week Peak Power Energy Produced
01/01/2022 -01/07/2022 4.74 kW 53.8 kWh
01/08/2022 - 01/14/2022 5.60 kW 115 kWh
01/15/2022 -01/21/2022 ow 0 Wh
01/22/2022 - 01/28/2022 ow 0 Wh
01/29/2022 -01/31/2022 ow 0 Wh

January 2022 Total: 169 kWh
Previous Month Total: 316 kWh

Year to Date: 169 kWh
Lifetime Production: 26.0 MWh

Your Carbon Offset for this month: 258.0 Ibs

You have offset the equivalent of: 3 Trees

Browser not supported

Use Microsoft Edge, Google Chrome, Firefox or Safari to access the fresh new look of MyEnlighten with the

exciting new features.
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2022 DENVER FLY FISHING SHOW




s we all know, you can’t have a healthy trout
population without having a healthy river—
and you can’t have a healthy river without
having a healthy watershed!
Across the globe, there is increasing pressure from
a changing climate. In Colorado, the summer of 2021
brought drought and diminished water supply to meet
downstream water needs, catastrophic wildfires with
subsequent ash flows and landslides, massive mon-
soonal flooding, and proliferation of the devastating
mountain pine beetle. Leading scientists’ models and
predictions for the future all call for even more ex-
tremes.
So, what can be done? Looking beyond the edge
of water, into the floodplain and riparian zone is the
obvious first step. Beyond that, investigate the entire

¥ T

landscape, evaluate the forest and upland watershed
to ensure the whole ecosystem is healthy, for genera-
tions to come. CTU is proud to be working with sev-
eral groups across the state that are taking this more
holistic approach to conservation and we look for-
ward to telling their stories.

The Upper Gunnison Watershed
as a Role Model

The upper Gunnison River watershed is truly re-
mote, spectacularly beautiful, and little-known by
many. These uppermost tributaries to the Colorado
River are precious ecosystems that provide much of
the southwestern U.S. water supply—and happen to
hold some of Colorado’s best trout fisheries.

A NEW DIVERSION ONTOMICHI CREEK NEAR GUNNISON




Leading the charge to conserve, protect and re-
store the Upper Gunnison are Sonja Chavez (Gen-
eral Manager) and Beverly Richards (Water Resource
Specialist) from the Upper Gunnison River Water
Conservancy District (UGRWCD), along with TU’s
Jesse Kruthaupt (Gunnison River Project Coordina-
tor). They have been working on local water resource
projects with the state Colorado Water Conservation
Board, federal Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS), and other partners since before the state
water plan was issued in 2015.

This watershed will see long term benefits from the
ambition and forward-thinking of Sonja and Beverly
of the UGRWCD paired with Jesse’s multi-genera-
tional knowledge of the local ranching community.
It was logical for this team to lead with a methodi-
cal evaluation of agricultural irrigation infrastructure.
Their up- to down- stream evaluation maximizes riv-
er health (healthy fish!) and water delivery system ef-
ficiencies.

Using a whole-system approach to watershed
health, UGRWCD has assembled a wide range of
stakeholders that regularly convene to compare notes,
share plans and data, and identify potential gaps and
overlaps—as well as form sub committees when an
identified issue needs additional focus. These groups
include representatives from federal land managers
and conservation agencies, state agencies, expert tech-
nical consultants, interested nonprofit organizations,
and many local landowners and businesses from the
communities within the district.

The UGRWCD’s efforts are resulting in on-the-
ground benefits from projects like the 2021 Upper
Gunnison River Restoration and Irrigation Infrastruc-
ture Improvement Project. Sonja Chavez describes
the partnerships and leveraging their collaboration
has produced:

This project is but one example of the importance
of our Upper Gunnison District Grant Program and
outcomes from their stream and watershed manage-
ment planning processes. It also highlights the im-
portance of our partnerships with water right hold-
ers and water users, non-governmental entities like
Trout Unlimited, and governmental partners like the
Colorado Water Conservation Board, Colorado River
District, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. As
part of our mission, the Upper Gunnison District is
continually analyzing and pursuing opportunities to

www.HCAezine.com

partner with others and leverage your community
taxpayer dollars to help protect and improve your
Upper Gunnison Basin water resources. Since 2009,
the District has invested $1.6M dollars into water re-
source improvement projects through our Grant Pro-
gram and leveraged these dollars 6:1 with $9.6M of
outside funding!

The UGRWCD is making great progress, and
they’re just getting started. They continue to find and
evaluate partners’ data and are currently expand-
ing their watershed research by mapping fire hazard
zones and assessing the fluvial geomorphology of the
watershed in key locations. The careful curation of
these studies will identify post-fire hazards that can
be used to target pre-fire or post-fire actions or other
watershed protection measures, and cross reference
where streams are likely to be more (or less) dynamic
and how this relates to in-corridor infrastructure and
land management.

This cumulative research will inform identification
and prioritization of future project locations and rec-
ommend implementation/mitigation strategies such
as grazing practices, irrigation diversion improve-
ments, dam maintenance, silviculture (forest manage-
ment), riparian stewardship, bank stabilization, and
fish habitat enhancements.

Finding money for projects frequently relies on
collaboration across multiple funding sources, which
is a demonstration of the multiple “wins” each proj-
ect produces. When a huge multi-year 6-figure NRCS
grant relies on partner funding—from state grant
funds such as water planning and river restoration,
federal and state agency monies and staff time, pri-
vate foundation contributions, landowner buy-in,
and money from the municipality and/or water con-
servancy district—its no small stretch to see how
TU members’ monetary and volunteer contributions
multiply their impact through partnerships extending
well beyond the water’s edge!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Nancy Johnston Bramlett is Colorado
TU’s Conservation Projects Coordinator,
based out of Whitewater.
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OPINION

 COMMENTARY

COVID has moved on, we have not

When the retrospective story
[ of the time of COVID is finally
written, I predict that hundreds
of thousands of those pages will
be devoted to a single burning
question: How did a virus with
such a small fatality rate, and
mostly threatening onty a lim-
ited stratum of the population,
ever manage to inspire so much
fear and self-destructive over-
reaction in everyone else?

They will also certainly pon-
der how it came to be so risky
for someone like me to say such
athing in public; how these few
months put the practice of our
cherished First Amendment
rights so steeply into retrograde.
Sadly, they'll have many exam-
ples of bannings, firings and
other sanctions to study.

1 expect those historians and
sociologists will be inclined to
give us all a pass for the first few
weeks of 2020, when so much
was unknown and some really
big-brained people were turn-
ing out scary estimates of just
how bad this thing was likely
to get. Millions and millions
dead, they calculated. Under
those circumstances, caution is
most definitely the better part
of valor.

Back then, the idea was to
“flatten the curve” and slow
the arrival of what was widely
accepted as inevitable: the
infection of nearly every-
one, and the protective “herd
immunity” that this would
confer. The reason for going

GUEST COMMENTARY
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Alan Wartes
Times Publisher

slowwas a good one, to keep
the consequences from arriving
all at once and overwhelming
our capacity to keep up. Fair
enough.

But it didn’t take long for
actual numbers and real
research to start accumulating
and for early predictions to be
revealed as massive overstate-
ments. Yes, it was tough there
for a bit, but not anywhere near
as bad as we first feared.

‘That should have been good
news, a cause for celebration.
It might have signaled that we
could devote ourselves to safe-
guarding the vulnerable (using
verifiable data to define that
demographic), but stand down
from DEFCON 1 so that we
didn’t unnecessarily scorch the
economic and social earth in
every direction.

Clearly, that didn't hap-
pen. Somehow, the narrative
morphed from managed adap-
tation to a novel virus to a no-
holds-barred strategy of zero
spread and total victory — even
though many in the medical

community disputed the feasi-
bility and the wisdom of such
an approach.

Why? It will be for those
future thinkers — when the
panic has subsided — to try and
nail down definitive answers.
For now, we can only do our
best to untangle the knot of
conflicting studies and contra-
dictory policies and competing
narratives to find a way forward.

And we very much need to
find a way forward — one that
reinstates our ability to talk
calmly together and consider
multiple possibilities, not just
those that are approved by
officialdom. The way forward
we need so badly will put basic
principles of logic and the (real)
scientific method of inquiry
back into the tool box. It will
welcome dissenting voices as
necessary to the process of
investigation and discovery. It
will separate imagined dangers
from real ones and take serious-
ly the collateral damage to vital
social and economic interests
that follows overly restrictive
public health policy.

Current events in the
Gunnison Valley (and beyond)
perfectly illustrate this need.
‘That shift in narrative I spoke of
a moment age — from manag-
ing spread to stamping it out
entirely — has trapped us now
in a conundrum. We're stuck
measuring positive test results
alone while seemingly unable to
evaluate what they really mean,

given changing threat levels.
There’s no doubt now that the
omicron variant is a long way
from where we started — more
transmissible, sure; but radi-
cally less dangerous, according
to all available evidence.

Could another, more dan-
gerous variant yet emerge?
Sure. Then again, maybe not.
Ignoring today's favorable con-
ditions to hedge against a theo-
retical development tomorrow
— at enormous social and eco-
nomic cost — is a strategy that
has outlived its sensibleness, if
ever it had any.

Judging solely by the num-
bers we report in today's Times
you could conclude that COVID
is back in force. But another
possibility presents itself, if we
allow ourselves a different way
of looking. The chief source
of disruption right now is not
severe illness — it’s outdated
and overly restrictive CDC quar-
antine guidelines in the face of
a variant proving itself to be an
par in severity with the com-
mon cold. The virus has moved
on, but we have not.

In this sense, much of the
present impact of critical staff
shortages in our community
might just be self-inflicted. I
hope those future historians are
able to write that we figured that
out sooner rather than later.

(Alan Wartes can be contact-
ed at 970.641.1414 or publish-
er@gunnisontimes.com.)

Can the Law of the Colorado River adapt to
an increasingly drier hydrology?

The Gunnison Riverisa
major tributary of the Colorado
River. The Colorado River Basin
has suffered from drought
conditions throughout the 21st
Century. The two major res-
ervoirs in the Colorado River
System, Lake Mead and Lake
Powell, are at historic and dan-
gerously low storage levels.
Locally, Blue Mesa Reservoir
is a stark illustration of the
effects of the current dry condi-
tions. Scientists are warning
that "drought" is a term that
no longer applies because it
implies a temporary condi-
tion fram which the Basin will
recover. A more accurate term
is "aridification" because the
conditions we have experienced
during the past 20 years will
continue — or worsen — for
the foreseeable future, as hot-
ter and drier conditions make
matters worse. Recently pub-
lished projections indicate that
river flows may decline 20% by
midcentury and 35% by the end
of this century. There is debate
about the causes of the decline,
butlittle disagreement that it
will continue to happen. Can
the Law of the Colorado River

John McClow
cecial to the Times
— numerous compacts, fed-
eral laws, court decisions and
decrees, contracts, and regula-
tory guidelines, foundedona
one hundred-year-old Compact
— adapt sufficiently to meet the
challenge of aridification?

A Brief Summary of the Law
of the Colorade River
The foundation of the Law of
the River is the Colorado River
Compact, signed by the seven
Colorado River Basin States and
the United States in 1922, The
Compact is a contract among
the signatories ratified by the
seven states and Congress
and became state and federal
law, The Compact divides the
Colorado River Basin into
an Upper Basin (Colorado,
Wyoming, Utah, New Mexico)
and a Lower Basin (Nevada,

Arizona, California). It appor-
tions to the Upper and Lower
Basins the beneficial use of 7.5
million acre-feet of Colorado
River water per year. It requires
that the states of the Upper
Basin will not cause the flow of
the river to be depleted below
an aggregate of 75 million
acre-feet for any period of ten
consecutive years — measured
at Lee Ferry, the dividing point
between the basins. It also
describes how the basins will
share water delivery to Mexico.
The Compact contains no ref-
erence to "curtailment” or a
"Compact call.”

In the 1928 Boulder Canyon
Project Act, Congress autho-
rized construction of Hoover
Dam {Lake Mead) and directed
that the 7.5 million acre-feet
allotted to the Lower Basin
under the 1922 Compact be
apportioned: California, 4.4
million acre-feet; Arizona, 2.8
million acre-feet; Nevada, 300
thousand acre-feet.

‘The United States signed
a treaty with Mexico in 1944
that guarantees an annual
delivery of 1.5 million acre-
feet of Colorado River water

ta Mexico. In 1948, the Upper
Basin States signed the
Upper Colorado River Basin
Compact, which apportioned
the 7.5 million acre-feet allot-
ted under the 1922 Compact:
Colorado, 51.75%: Utah, 23%;
Wyoming, 14%; New Mexico,
11.25%. The 1948 Compact
created the Upper Colorado
River Commission (UCRC),
consisting of a commissioner
appointed by the governor
of each state and a federal
Comimissioner appointed by the
president of the United States. Tt
also provides that if curtailment
of use in the Upper Basin is
necessary to maintain the flow
at Lee Ferry required by the
1922 Compact, the UCRC will
determine each state's extent
and timing of curtailment. It
is important to note that nei-
ther the 1922 Compact nor
the 1948 Compact affect water
right administration within the
states. In Colorado, that author-
ity remains vested in the state
engineer.

In 1956, Congress passed
the Colorado River Storage

continued on A15
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Project Act (CRSP). The Act
authorized construction of the
reservoirs, dams and power
plants of the initial units of the
Project: Wayne N. Aspinall
(originally the Curecanti Unit),
Flaming Gorge, Navajo (reser-
voitr and dam only}, and Glen
Canyon (Lake Powell), along
with numerous participating

LETTERS

projects, "making it possible for
the States of the Upper Basin

to utilize, consistently with the
provisions of the Colorado River
Compact, the apportionments
made to and among them in
the Colorado River Compact
and the Upper Colarado River
Basin Compact, respectively.”
‘Ihe CRSP power plants are an
impartant source of hydro-
power in the Western United

States, and the revenue from the
sale of that hydropower sup-
ports operation of the Project
and important salinity control
and endangered fish recovery
programs.

The Colorado River Basin
Project Act, passed by Cangress
in 1968, authorized construc-
tion of the Central Arizona
Project (CAP), which can divert
1.5 million acre-feet from the

Thursday, January 13, 2022 « NEWS « A15

Colarado River to central and
southern Arizona, Construction
of the CAP allowed Arizona to
develop its full apportionment
of Colorado River water. The act
confirms California’s senior pri-
ority t¢ 4.4 million acre-feet of
Colorado River water, meaning
that Arizona and Nevada must
bear any shortage in the Lower
Basin.

Next week will be part two:

adapting the law of the river for
a dry hydrology.

(John McClow' is the gen-
eral counsel for the Upper
Gunnison River Water
Conservancy District.}

Vandenbusche, the
Gunnison Valley icon

Editor:

1join the growing senti-
ment in support of Dr. Duane
Vandenbusche during his recent
ordeal. He has been a coach,
mentor and trusted friend to
me since 1972 while attending
(then) Western State College.

He is well known throughout
the Gunnison and Crested Butie
communities, the Western Slope
and Colorado for his overall
knowledge and expertise of his-
tory and coaching. T anly hope
now multiple people at the uni-
versity will step up and do all the
positive things Duane has dane
over the 60 years he has been
here. He has done so much more
than expected for past and pres-
ent students and community
members over the years that will
be hard to replace.

Don't let one event tarnish the
many years he has supported
all here in the valley as well as
throughout the state. How many
professional sports people have
had issues over the years and yet
still get to play, sign bigger con-
tracts and remain lions in their
sport and community? Forgive
and forget, fotks! Time to move
on and have soimeone on the
staff at Western be as produc-
tive or more as Duane has been.
Enjoy retirement, Duane, for you
deserve it.

Frank Mencin
Montrose
Questioning
challenge to GOP
Editor:

Hello there, David Haedt. 1t
muay be safe to say that many
folks who harbaor lifelong in their
comfort zones don't value some-
one else's opinion, perhaps this
displays an internal flaw within
the benevolent side of their
inhumanity, but I do value what
athers have to say if they say it
rightfully.

That being said, I have a few
questions Lo pose concern-
ing your recent letter titled:
"Challenge to local GOPR."

Concerning the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst poli
you stated in the letter, did the
school's political writer, Tatishe
Nteta, write it? The vast major-
ity of poll sites I checked pretty
much agreed with one another
that around 71% of Republicans
and Republican-leaning inde-
pendents still believe the 2020
election was 'stolen’ [rom Mr.
Trump, leaving 29% who believe
the election was legitimate.

So where did your 6% num-

her come from? I mean, even
NPR's very blue political writer
Domenico Montanaro disagrees

with your figures.

You also referred to a
Colorado State Representative
named "Tom Hanks," cool. Did
you mean the talented actor?
Because there is a Colorado Rep
from District 60 with the name of
Ron Hanks, who ran and lost in
California a bit ago, but, unfor-
tunately, no Tom Hanks that I'm
aware of in our legislature.

In regards to Mr. Truinp
and his ego-fueled fixation on
his alleged 'stolen’ election,

I'm looking forward to that
opinion letter from you con-
cerning Hillary Clinton and
Stacey Abrams’ stolen election
claims, and your insight on how
come the Democratic National
Committee got away with pay-
ing for a proven bogus hit-piece
'dossier' on a sitting president
they despised. Oh, and 1 almost
forgot, why any GOP politician
would actually be naive enough
to discuss voting law changes
(Shh ... don't tell anybody, Ms.
Alcindor, so we ran win), to a
deeply partisan "journalist,”
such as PBS’ Yamiche Alcindor.

Mr. Haedt, the local GOP
has nothing to be ashamed
of around here, besides hold-
ing no offices of power, but the
Democrats in Washington, D.C.
surely do.

Jon Matuszczak
Gunnison

Handling of Vandenbuche
case demonstrates
dereliction of duty

Editor:

Recent reporting by the Times
highlighted the case against Dr.
Duane Vandenbusche, a dis-
tinguished Western Colorado
University history professor of
60 years who has maintained a
large community and statewide
profile. The March 2020 incident,
which allegedly included sex-
ist and derogatory comments
towards a female Western
employee, reportedly also
involved Vandenbusche stap-
ping the woman twice and torc-
ing her to hug him.

Asreported by the Times, the
woman involved in the incident
alleges that Vandebusche has
a history of making misogy-
nist remarks towards her
that spanned several years.
Vandebusche pled guilty to the
harassment charge on Dec.

15, receiving a plea deal which
will keep him out of prison and
which dropped the more severe
assault charge {(which carries

a maximum of 18 months jail
time.)

His punishment includes a
year-long probationary period,
the caverage of court costs (less
than $250), fewer than 50 hours
of required community service

and the completion of a sexual
harassment course. Should he
complete these terms adequate-
ty, the harassment charge will
be dismissed and the court case
sealed.

Legal matters aside,
Vandenbusche's resignation
was finally called for by Interim
President Nancy Chisholm after
the court appearance and guilty
plea and officially announced
in an all-campus email from
President Chisholm on Dec. 17.
‘the grievance report filed by
the injured party was received
by Western’s Human Resources
Department in mid-January
2021, and a police report was
later filed in mid-February.

Yet, Vandenbusche remained
in the classroom during the
spring of 2021 and through
the recently completed fall
semester (teaching a half load),
even after charges were filed in
May 2021 and the 83-year-old
Vandenbuche appeared in court
in August 2021. As mentivned in
the article, Vandenbusche also
acted as a critical component
of the “Elevate Western" fun-
draising campaign and played
alarge role in the October
Homecoming festivities.

'The whole Vandenbusche
saga raises several ques-
tions, beginning with why
Vandenbusche was not sus-
pended during the legal pro-
ceedings. Was it his reputation
and status within WCU and
amongst the greater Gunnison
Valley that sheltered hiny from
more immediate consequences?
What message is the university
sending to Western donors that
a key person in the fundraising
campaign was actively under
legal investigation for harass-
ment and assault, and yet was
allowed to continue teaching on
campus and serve as the face
of a multimillion-dollar donor
campaign?

Let's set aside the financial
concerns to focus on the most
important iatter: safety. With
the decision not to suspend
Vandenbusche during the legal
and investigation process, it
is clear that the reputation of
along-tenured professor with
deep-seated community ties and
connections was prioritized over
the immediate safety and well-
being of students and other fac-
ulty and staff at Western. What
are parents of young students,
particularly women, to think of
the Vandenbusche case should
they stumble across it online?

In keeping Vandenbusche in
the classroom, former President
Salsbury and Interim President
Chisholin, amongst other top
Western adiministrators, failed
in their duty to pratect WCU's
community, and the university's
broader reputation, against
someone credibly accused of

assault, sexual harassment and
repeated instances of gender-
based discrimination, including
incidents in front of multiple
witnesses.

Students, parents and other
interested parties should not be
initially hearing of such a serious
incident from their local news-
paper nearly a full calendar year
after it was first reported, and
more than 20 menths after it ini-
tially occurred.

Western must do better mov-
ing forward to rapidly respond
to allegations on this scale with
swift and meaningful actions.
This should include issuing sus-
pensions amidst thorough inter-
nal investigations, and relaying
clear communications outlining
bath process and consequences
to students, faculty, staff and the
broader Western community.

Brian Wagenaar
Student
weu
Happy and Healthy
New Year
Editor:

Shalom B'nai Butte and
Friends! Happy and Healthy
New Year! We begin 2022 opti-
mistic for the future despite the
COVID pandemic challenges.

Jewish tradition proffers the
teaching of four different New
Years. Rosh Hashana — the
new year birthday of the world
{September), Tu Rishevat — the
birthday for trees, a Jewish earth
day (January), first day of Elul —
new year for cattle and animals
(August), first day of Nisan —
New Year for the Jewish people
redeemed from Egyptian slavery,
and a recognition of Kings and
taxes {March/April). We also
observe the new year calendar
cyclesin the lands and times we
live. Thus, we wish each other a
good, happy, and healthy new
year 2022,

‘The new year dates above
come from the Mishna written
some 2,000 years ago and are
occasions to mark time mean-
ingfully and opportunities to
shift our ways to better our lives.
A teacher once shared with
me that changing one's direc-
tion by a single degree will lead
one along a different pathway.
Perhaps, intentions for the com-
ing year are preferred instead of
resolutions.

As we deal responsibly with
the uptick in COVID cases we
will not be meeting in person
next weekend, Jan, 14-16 as
planned. Instead, with the
intention for our community to
connect we will meet virtually
for a Shabbat experience, Torah
learning and online sacializing.
Stay tuned for details and links.
Our intention is to meet in per-
son next month.

I am hopeful that we consider
our best intentions for the com-
ing year and follow through
on those aspirations. Here are
intentions to consider: self-care
and compassion, kindness and
openness to others, and learning
and engaging your Jewish sensi-
bilities.

With this in mind I note
the coincidence that my first
Shabbat together with B'nai
Butte last manth was Hanukkah
and this Shabbat’s Torah portion
is Bo. Both consider darkness
and light. On Hanukkah, we
light the Menorah, ever expand-
ing light amidst darkness. The
portion of Bo describes the last
three plagues, including the
ninth plague, darkness. This
next-to-final plague described in
Exodus 10:23 has the Israclites
enjoy light, while the Egyptians
suffer thick, stifling darkness. In
alilikelihood, this deep dark-
ness left the ancient Israelites
grappling with their faith and
what the future would bring.
This overwhelming darkness
had the feeling of desperation
and fear. The imagery of both
pervasive darkness and pock-
ets of hopeful light plaguing
our ancestors resonate with us
today. Sometimes, our current
times feel heavy with darkness
and despondency. However,
there are always pockets of light,
hope and shalom. I pray that we
embrace this intention tor 2022,
Know that darkness plagues our
world. Yet, at the same time,
there are profound and powerful
lights of redemption moving us
in a positive trajectory.

Please be in contactif [ can be
of support or if you simply wish
to talk. [ look forward to cel-
ebrating Shabbat virtually with
you next week and my visit Feb.
11-13, 2022,

Much Blessing and Shabbat
Shalom!

Rabbi Mark Kula
B'nai Butte

LETTERS POLICY

The Gunnison Country Times
welcomes Letters to the
Editor. Letters should be under
700 words, clear, concise and
free of profanity or inflamma-
tory language. They can be
mailed toour office at 218

N. Wisconsin in Gunnison,
delivered in person or, prefer-
ably, e-mailed to: editor@
gunnisontimes.com. All letters
must be signed and include a
phane number. Anenymous
letters will not be printed. We
cannot guarantee that every
letter will be used, but we do
try to reflect the viewpoints of
the community, subject to our
space fimitations. We reserve
the right to edit letters for
grammar, clarity or space.
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PEOPLE & HAPPENINGS

Western Movie Tryouts

Come try out for a locally-shot
western film written by Sam
Schaefer and John Mark Sibley.
Auditions will accur Jan. 18-20

5:30 pan. and will be on the
university campus in Taylor Hall,
room 130. If you have any ques-
tions, reach out to John and Sam
at johnymarky@gmail.com or
samantha.schaefer@western.
edu. We will be eager to hear
from you.

Living Journeys

Living Journeys hosts free, con-
fidential support group meetings
that are open to all Gunnison
County residents. Experienced
professional therapists facili-
tate meetings in-person and via
Zoom, no RSVP required.

Our Conscious Caregivers
Support Group and the
Navigating Grief and Loss
Support Group are open to all
situations — the care or loss does
not need to be cancer-related.
Find out more at livingjourneys.
org.

Upcoming Support Group
Meetings:

Monday, Jan. 17 at 6 p.m.:
Cultivating Hope Cancer Support
Group

Monday, Feb. 7 at 6 p.m.:
Conscious Caregivers Support
Group

CB Museum Nordic Ski
and Snowshoe Event

Join the Crested Butte Museum
oh a historic nordic ski and snow-
shoe out to the magic meadows
yurt on Jan. 30 from 11 am.-2
pan. Learn about the history of
the area, including the Big Mine,
Peanut Lake Mine, Pittshurg and
Augusta Mines during the trip out
to the yurt and enjoy a light lunch
and a refreshment of your choice.
This trip meets at the Crested
Butte Nordic Center. The cost is
$50 Members (Museum and/or
Nordic Center) and $65 for non-
members. There is a $15 optional
ski or snowshoe rental.

League of Women voters
of the Gunnison Valley

Many programs of interest are
on tap locally, state and nation-
ally. Think about your interests
and how you'd like to partici-
pate. Topics range from Colarado
health care, voting rights, vot-
ing methods and voter security,
housing, feod security and much
more.

Follow the calendar on our

website and announcements on
LWVGV Facebook Page.

Mental Health Topics

Executive director for the GVH
Foundation, Jenny Birnie will
lead a panel discussion on men-
tal health topics, including part-
nerships with law enforcement.
Mariah Davidson and Kimberly
Behounek are expected to be part
of the panel. Join the Zoom meet-
ingonJan. It at11:30 am.

Defending Democracy
‘Webinar on Voting Rights

On Jan. 11 from 5-6 p.m,,
LWVGV is co-sponsoring this
event with LWV Piedmont,
California. The speaker will be
Carol Moon Goldberg, president
of LWV California.

Visit wvgunnison.org to regis-
ter and attend.

The Gunnison River
Festival

The 2622 Gunnison River
Festival Board of Directors are
just beginning to plan for the
hree-day 20th Anniversary of the
Gunnison River Festival. The title
sponsor of the festival continues
to be the Upper Gunnison River
Water Conservancy District.

A full schedule of program-
ming will be released in the
Spring of 2022, but rafting, kayak-
ing, a foot race and educational
clinics throughout our watershed
are anticipated. Watch thefesti-
vals website at gunnisonriverfes-
tival.com for updates.

Gunnison Gallery “Ice Art
how"

Local artists entered pho-
tos embracing the beauty of the
ice of our winter season and the
$5 entry fee was donated to the
Gunnison Country Food Pantry.
The photographs show amazing
ice cicles, heart shaped ice, fern
window frost, frozen ice close
ups and frozen lakes with skaters.
Stop by 124 N. Main Street to see
the show on display until Jan. 29.

Call 970.641.6111 for more
information.

"The Quickbom Odyssey”

Local Crested Butte author Phil
Coleman’s debut novel releas-
es on Jan. 13. “The Quickborn
Odyssey” is a juvenile (ages 9-15)
fantasy adventure that takes place
in a bizarre, comical and outland-
ish setting at the end of the world.
An author event and reading will
be held at the Old Rock Library
in Crested Butte as part of Messy
Mondays at 3:45 p.m. onJan, 31.
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How will you make an impact? fiMentoringAmplifies

THANK YOU TO OUR 2021
MENTORS!

Callie Acte
Lofen Ahonen

Charles Auran
Sidney Bare

Eric Barker
Biianna Baios
Chioe Beaupré
Matthew Beniot
Ceddric Bermudez
Jacob Bemholtz
Grace Bimie

Christiaan Burke
Dominic Cerio
Nathan Chubbuck
Kiera Classen

Capi Cussimanio
Luke Danielson
Andrew Dieh!
Molly Diflon
Celestina Dofiez
William Edwards
Tim Egelhoff
Hannah Elfenbein
Grace Effiott
Casey Elnicki
Michael Enright
Hannah Erickson
Noelia Espinoza

Ricardo Esqueda
Joseph Evan
Lana Fagan

Zach Flanders
Hayes Freeman
Dan Gagen
Grecia Garcia
Skylat Gardner
Jefferey Gearhant
Daniel Gomez
Annz Goodin
Lindsey Grasmick
Bryan Gray
Shonna Gray
Faulkner Griffin
Cynthea Gunderson
Betty Gurk

Brian Hadley
Nola Hadley
David Haedt
Mary Hakala

Lity Hannsh

Ruby Hartigan
Grace Haverkampf
Mia Haverkampf
Zoe Hegeman
Heissel Herrera
Kylie Hester
Bethany Hofton
Bailey Hosier
Chariatie Hough
Hennick Hudson
Hannsh Hyde
Heidi Immel
George Kamberehs
Carol Kastning
Ethan Kauffmann
Ginnty Kaufike
Lance Lakoski
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Sami Lakoski
Caleb Linville
Evelyn L

Billy Loring

Kelsey McDonald
Tina McGuinness
Megan Jelinek
Patrick Mcwain
Elizabeth Mense
Rita Meriigan
Mackenzie Mills
Carmen Moreira
John Mortis

Aiden Niemi
Jessica Noll
India Normes
Timothy Pearson
Liam Pershyn
Rhiznnon Phegiey
Domenic Policaro
Stephanie Porter
Joseph Ramos
Nicole Real
Mawra Reed
Kiltian Riles
Michae] Robiflard
Chuck Robinson
Jermaine Rodney
Aubree Scarff

Elizabeth Shaw
Sasha Sheperdson - Legere

GUNHISOH VALLEY

MENTOR

PARTNERS

101N. 8TH, GUNNISON
970.641.5513

Elizabeth Dawn Sietz
Petar Simic
David Sneesby
Juikiet Stilman
Tom Stumpf
Brian Sutphin
Nocona Swindell
Evan Tetamore
Antonio Valdez
John Van Bergen
Alexandra Van Zandi
Oliver YanTiel
Erica Vernon
Nancy Vogel
Mitchell Voiz

vy Walker

Erik Wasinger
Hannah Weil
Ethan White
Josh Whitton
Veronica Wilde
James Woodbery
Payton Wyckoff
Charles Young
Jill Young

Chloe Zimmer

GYM BOARD OF
DIRECTORS 2021

David Haedt, President
Eric Kowal, Vice Piestdent
Maicia Landehy, Secretary
Matt Benoit, Treasurer
Mike Robillard

Charlie Welch

James Erwin

William Edwards

Kerry Lefebvre

Caral Kasining
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BE CHURCH
909 N Wisconsin St. (behind Powerstop) * 641-2144
Holiday Schedule cthrongh January 9, 322
One 9 am serviee unl
Clheck anr website for more information at eunnionbethans-om!

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GUNNISON

Pastor Larry Nelson
Sunday Murning Worship 9230 aa.
Nusery
W

Arge-Graded Ministry

Stuclent Ministiy

Adlult Tife

Office Honps: Muon=Thus, 9:00- 1:0
For more info: cogunnison.com

or vmail info@ cegunnison.com
Juin us in-person. listen o vur broadeast on
98.3 FAL. or view online stream on You'lube
Transforming Lives « Building Community

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Virginia at N. Pine St. « 641-2240

Pastor Jonathan Jones
49230 A M. Share & Praver Fellowship 7 10 AM. Sunday Schoel Classes

1AM Morning Worship Serviee 7 6 PM ning Service
7 PAL - Children's Patch Clul 4 Guannison Bible Institute
Tharsday 7 BM - College & Clarcer Christian Fetlnvhip
wwwhinsthaptisiamnison.ong,
THE GOOD SAMARITAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH
307 W. Virginia Ave. » 641-0429
Rev. Laura Osborne, Vicar
Surlay Minuing Holy Fucharist. Rite 1T % am,
Children's Sunda ool 4a,m, - 44ham.
Oflice Honure: M-ThYaum. - £ pm
Wi goodsamaritangunison.com
"I Visit our partnership church;
W All Saints in the Mountains, Crested Butte
Hol Euchanist. Riw I1. Satuday 5 pan,
w Union Congregational Church, 107 Marwon Ave.. Crested Bunte,
CHURCH OF CHRIST
600 E. Virginia * 641-1588
Sunday Murning Bille Clase: 230 am.
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m,
Sunclay Evening Worship: 6
Wednesday Night Bible Class: 7 pa.
. GUNNISON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
Open and Ahinuing - Whole Fadli - Just Peace
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. {9:00 a.m., Summer)
Casual, Relased, “Come As You ™ Wanship
WWWEUNNEO .org
A MWF 1 am-1pw
317 N Main St.s D06 11-3203
MT CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
711 N. Main - 641-1860

Bible Study and Sunclay Scheol at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays
Cliurch Service ot 1000 aam. on Sundavs

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
1040 Highway 135 (1/4 mile N. of Spencer Ave.)
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30am
Nursery and Childrens minisry through Middke Scheo]

“Remedy” Worshiy Nights
Seall Guonp Mindswies
www.rmemchurch.org - 641-0158

ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
300 N. Wisconsin * 6410808 * Fr. Andres Ayala
wuwgurnisnnatholiv.org | wwwenestedbutecathofic.org or call the Parish Otbiec.
St Tewr's - Gunnism Sat 5:00 pm & Sin 10:30 am, 12200 pmi Spanish. Mas
Queen of Al Saints - Crested Buite, 01 Sopyis Sun :300m Mass
56 Rose of Lima - Lake Cioe Communion Service, Sun 10:00am

GRACE COVENANT CHURCH GUNNISON
101 N. 8th $t. Gunnison *

The historic Eighth Street School Pastor Ralph Hull
Relormed, Confiesional & s ommitted fes Expusicory preac hing
Sundays 10:00 a.m.

Wednesdays 630 pan, Wonen's Bible Swdy
Fridavs 6:00 o, Men's Bible Stidy
IR R . B

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
523 N. Pine St. + 641-1813

Senior Pastor « Michael McVey
| Suslay Service W a .

| Adult Bible Smdy 8:00 AM
wwwtiniyhaptisisguunison.com

107 N. Iowa * 641- 0925 -
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December 2021 —
a month to remember

Average December Temperature

"
153

™ [
v L3
£1s
5
¢
£ LA
("] L 4
=10 e
*
s
0
1995 2000

Bruce “Barometer” Bartleson
Special to the Times

Yes, December, 2021 was
indeed a month to remember
for many reasons, but especially
in the upper end of the valley —
more on that later.

Here in Gunnison, you won't
be surprised to learn that the
warm spell continued. The daily
highs (34), daily lows (2.7),
and the average temperature
(18.3") were all five degrees
above long term numbers. Qur
snowfall came in at 7.9, a bit
below the average, but the water
content of 1.2” was above aver-
age.

In mid-December we had a
string of days that were 12-14°
below zero, and that is about
5-10° colder than the long term
average for that time of year.

Interestingly enough, late
December into early January
is normally the coldest time of
the year. On Jan. 2 and 3, 2022
we had temperatures of -17¢

2005 2010 2015

Year
Average December Temperature

and -19°, which is the coldest
so far this winter season, and
although colder than the aver-
age for that date, nowhere near
arecord.

Actually, looking at long term
numbers, Jan. 2, 8, and 10 are
tied for the typical coldest day
of the year with an average low
of -10v. By the way, you might
be interested to know that
January is our snowiest month
(also in Crested Butte), with an
average of 11.63" December
shows about 10",

Now, how abaut the upper
end of the valley? As you prob-
ably have heard, Crested Butte
had some phenomenal snow
falls in late December. 1 think
at one point the ski area report-
ed fresh snowfalls of 41” in a
48-hour period, and it kept on
snowing.

The town of Crested Butte
is showing an official tally of
99.5” of snowfall for the month
of December, and the biggest
single day was 17.9" The good
news (not necessarily for ski-
ing) is that this was exception-
ally heavy snow, and they are
reporting 9" of snow water
equivalent (SWE) for the
month, which puts them far
above average in SWE, Overall,
the Gunnison Basin is showing
151% of normal SWE.

billy barr in Gothic is report-
ing 87.5” of snow in the last

2020 2025

tinear {Average December Temperature}
Alantha Garrison
storm cycle with 14" of SWE.
He also reports 119" of snow
in Gothic for the month of
December, alse with a high
SWE. Lest you think this is a
record, may I remind you of
December 1983, with the leg-
endary “40 days and 40 nights”
{not really) of snow starting in
November. That year, Gothic
received 183" of snow in the
month of December alone, and
the town of Crested Butte post-
ed 126" We had 37.8” of snow in
Gunnison that menth — more
than many entire winters. Those
are real records!

So what caused this enot-
mous snowfall in Crested
Butte, which was much great-
er than anywhere else nearby?
According to the NWS, we had a
very sustained, long term south-
west flow of very wet air {atmo-
spheric river) aimed right at the
Crested Butte area.

Here's an interesting gra-
dient for you — the city of
Gunnison shows 7.9” of snow in
December, the town of Crested
Butte almost 100", and Gothic
has 119” in December this year.
Wow!

(Bruce Bartleson is a
retired Western Colorado
University geology profes-
sor who now spends his
time tracking the Gunnison
Valley's weather.}

Frozen wonderland

lulie Adam

Wind-whipped water created beautiful ice formations at Blue Mesa Reservoir over the weekend.
Heather Bradford, pictured, and Julia Adams explored the lake on skates.
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ICELab
Fellowship

from A1

enough companies and we
bring enough industry here,
that we can create enough
high-paying jobs so that stu-
dents when they graduate fram
Western don't have to have that
dilemma,” Whiteford said.
“They can have the best of
both worlds,” he added. “They
can pursue their career here in
the Gunnisen Valley, primarily,
in the outdoor industry, while
also living the lifestyle that
they've come to love here.”
Although the fellowship is
unpaid, Whiteford said the pro-
gram will hopefully lead stu-

dents into jobs and paid intern-
ships within the valley. For the
duration of the program, stu-
dents will be required to attend
ane incubator session per week,
one networking session with
local community leaders every
two weeks and one city council
meeting per month.

Qutside of those require-
ments, there will also be oppor-
tunities for students to work on
real world projects — product
and graphic design, marketing,
sales, data management and
accounting — with each of the
companies the ICELab works
with,

“For example, | know Beacon
Guideboaks is looking for an
intern to help with processing
and shipping, as well as social
media coordination,” Whiteford

Gunnison Country Times

said. "A student wha's either
versed in communications or
business administration, with
an emphasis in marketing
would be a great candidate for
that position.”

John Norton, the executive
director of the Tourism and
Prosperity Project {TAPP) which
oversees the ICELab, said the
organizatien is “working with
Western more closely than we
ever have before.”

Norton said TAPP is excited
about the program. Whether
or not they end up working for
any of the ICELab’s launching
companies, “students are going
to get real-world experience,”
Narton said, “an opportunity
that is super important to future
employers!”

Because this will be the first

year the fellowship is offered,
“we have a lot to learn ourselves
just about how this program is
going to work,” Whiteford said.
“We're going to learn a lot from
the students, like what do stu-
dents expect out of this pro-
gram? And what's gonna work
best for them as far as their
schedules go, but also, as far as
their career objectives go?”

The fellowship is also another
way that Western can “up the
game” and become even more
established in this area as a
leader in the outdoor industry,
said Scott Borden, the director
of Western’s Outdoor Industry
MBA program. The majority of
the companies that work with
the ICELab are outdoor focused
such as Campfire Ranch,
SheFly, Romp Skis and Hustle

Bike Labs.

“We have over 80% public
lands,” Borden said. “This is
the perfect place to be to learn
about and grow the outdoor
industry”

Gary Pierson, dean of stu-
dents, said Western has been
trying to get more students
into the ICELab, a place where
they can experience “incred-
ible learning opportunities that
can't be replicated at other uni-
versities.”

“These kinds of things set
Western apart,” Pierson said.

(Bella Biondini can be con-
tacted at 970.641.1414 or bella@
gunnisontimes.com.)

Cheryl Cwelich to join Upper Gunnison staff

Cheryt Cwelich wifl start her new job in January.

Cwelich will
serve as
watershed
program
coordinator

Bella Biondini

In January, the Upper
Gunnison River Water
Conservancy District will wel-
come Cheryl Cwelich as its new
watershed program coordina-
tor.

In her new rale, Cwelich will
become a full-time leader of
the district’s wet meadows res-
toration-resilience project and
work with other stakcholders
throughout the valley 1o restore
the basin's seasonal wetlands.
She will also support river and
habitat restoration projects,
project management, grant
development as well as out-
reach and education.

Since the Upper Gunnison
took aver the wet meadows
project in 2017 from the Nature
Conservancy, the district has

been operating it as a type of
consultancy. For the past two
years, Paul Jones worked on the
restoration project as a private
contractor.

But as time has passed, the
programn has “really grown,”
said Sonja Chavez, Upper
Gunnison General Manager. “It
was just at size where we felt it
needed more attention and a
higher level of management.”

“It's a program that's known
nationwide and really recog-
nized,” Chavez said. “And so
we really wanted to bring it
in, embrace it and continue to
grow it.”

To fill that role and expand
the position, Chavez said
the district wanted a candi-
date who knew the valley and
understood its issues, as well as
“someone wha was dedicated
to the community who wanted
to live here and really appre-
ciated our environment and
our community, And that was
Cheryl”

The position will also “allow
wet meadows to better coordi-
nate with other activities going
on within the districts like our
watershed management plan-
ning and forest health ini-
tiatives,” Chavez said. "And

Volunteers work on a wet meadows project in 2019.

Cheryl’s got a really strong
background in water policy,
in addition to restoration and
environmental and outdoor
recreation and management.
She just really had a good, very
broad set of skills that fit with
our needs.”

Cwelich grew up in what
was unincorporated Jefferson
County, now home to the bus-
tling city of Centennial. After
her “first career” in account-
ing with a lightning protection
company in Boulder, Cwelich,
influenced by her deep love of
nature and the outdoors, said
she “made an adjustment,
because 1 want to feel like I'm
making a difference.”

Cwelich made the switch
and worked as a seasonal park
ranger for Colorado Parks and
Wildlife (CPW) on the Arkansas
River in Salida, where she said
she was filled with questions
about water. As she floated
down the river in rafts and kay-
aks, she wanted to learn more.

“1 wanted to get involved,
and I was in love with the river,
too, because 1 was becoming a
boater,” she said.

Although Cwelich had
been visiting Gunnison since
she was born, she moved to

the valley in 2018 to attend
Western Colorado University,
from which she graduated with
a degree in environment and
sustainability with an emphasis
in water policy and resilience.
Fueled by her interest in water
management, she first encoun-
tered the Upper Gunnison in
school and soon began work-
ing with them as an intern.

“1 loved working with Upper
Gunnison at that time and just
got such a great exposure to
the different projects and pro-
grams in the valley,” Cwelich
said.

After graduation, Cwelich
began working with the
Crested Butte Land Trust as a
river steward, where she taught
community members about
safe boating etiquette and how
to protect wildlife habitat.

When reflecting on what
drew her to apply for her new
job with the Upper Gunnisen,
Cwelich said even though the
internship caine to a close, she
was still working on projects
the district was involved in.

“For me, as much as I love
conservation, and I love what
the Land Trust does, my pas-
sion and desire has been in
water resource management,”

lime File

she said, “I think it's so impor-
tant, especially as we're start-
ing to address questions about
drought”

Through her work to “re-wet
the sponge” and restore the
basin’s riparian ecosystems
with the wet meadows project,
Cwelich will be collaborating
with multiple stakeholders in
the valley, including CPW, the
Bureau of Land Management
and the U.S. Forest Service.

CPW Wildlife Conservation
Biologist Nathan Seward recog-
nized Upper Gunnison’s need
for a watershed coordinatar to
help facilitate more riparian
and habitat restoration work.

“I'm looking forward te
really expanding the wark in
the Upper Gunnison Basin,”
Seward said. “It's exciting
times. It's great to have her in
that full-time capacity.”

(Bella Biondini can be con-
tacted at Y70.641.1414 or
bellu@gunnisontimes.com.)
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230 BEVINGTON ROAD | GUNNISON
MLS# 785859 | $1100,000 | 38D/4BA | 2,323 SF

Lock-log Single Family Home. The 1/2 acre parcel is lacated on the Gunnison
River. Na HOA fees ar dues, the large yards are well-manicured and designed
with curb appeal in the front with a circular driveway and a back yard designed
for comfort and refaxation next to the river. Excellent fishing, right out your
back door. reat hame for entertaining family and friends.

LIV | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

1 Larry Neilson
- 970.208.7849
Ineilson@livsathebysrealty.com

The Valley Housing Fund

is a local nonprofit corporation,
warking to provide essential workforce
housing in the Gunnison Valley. The
fund seeks a visionary leader who will
be the primary spokesperson and chief
executive, exercising discretion and
independent judgement on matters
related to fundraising, capacity
building and collaborative efforts with
organizations and community leaders
to create critically needed housing.
This is a full time position. Applicants
are directed to the VHF website,
(valleyhousingfund.org) for the full job
description, and may send resumes to
info.valleyhf@gmail.com.

¢am SHONDECK

Financial Services & Insurance

Offering a comprehensive variety of
PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

HOME AUTO

* Primary Residence = Personal/

* Secondary Commercial

* Renters RV

= Builders Risk * Motorcycle/ATV

* Fload

* Hord fo Insure COMMERCIAL
Properties = Business Owners
-short term

» Workers Camp

rentals, cobins * General Liability

Give us a call for a quote today!
Local Service Since 1994

o e
Scolt Shondeck

970-641-4700 / 970-349-1041

Gunnison: 114 N. Boulevard St. Suites 102 & 105

Crested Butte: 214 6th St. Suite 9, in the Ore Bucket
Commercial Center
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‘From Microbes to Livestock’

Workshop
aimed at
armoring soils
against drought

Bella Biondini
imes Staff Writer

In November, Coldharbour
Institute held “From Microbes
ta Livestock,” a workshop to
promote the purpose and
importance of healthy soils in
the Gunnison Valley. The event
was supported by Western
Colorado University and the
Upper Gunnison River Water
Conservancy District’s mini-
grant program, established to to
promote educational and out-
reach projects.

The idea for the event took
root when Lily Richards, a stu-
dent in Western's Master of
Environmental Management
(MEM) program and land man-
ager fellow at Coldharbour, was
talking with one of her cohort
members this summer about
their research aon the effects of
compost on soil health. During
the pair’s discussion, they real-
ized that soil health isn’t a “hot
topic” around the Gunnison
Valley, Richards said.

“I think the Gunnison Valley
is all about conservation ease-
ments, which is really great,”
Richards said. “But I think when
it comes down to topics such as
soil science, and how it can help
with the health of the environ-
ment and the health of the land,
it's not a talked-about subject as

much as it should be.”

The result was the desire
to spread the word through a
hands-on event about soil with
its direct relationship to land
prosperity as ils center. In addi-
tion to the students’ deinonstra-
tions, Western Slope tandown-
ers were also invited to share
their views and practices.

From compaost te climate
change mitigation, the event
covered a wide variety of top-
ics. Ranchers, students and
community members were
welcomed to join the free work-
shop at Western’s University
Center. About 21 participants
attended the workshop, most
in person, with some joining
online.

MEM alum Alexia Cooper
kicked off the workshop by
starting from the beginning,
teaching the group ahout the
science behind living soil,
including its functions, layers
and systems. Her presentation
also included what healthy soil
contributes to agricultural pro-
duction and water use in the
valley.

Afterward, Shaun McGrath,
another MEM candidate, led
attendees through three hands-
on exercises to measure the
characteristics of spil samples,
including the amount of organ-
ic matter, drainage and its water
holding capacity.

Although there are many dif-
ferent types, dark carbon-rich
seil that is less dense is “one
of the first things [ think about
when I think of healthy soil,”
McGrath said.

McGrath’s research, which
is in its third year, focuses on

how compost interacts with soil
and could help ranchers adapt
to drought by increasing its
ability to hald water. By adding
new organic matter to the soil,
“we’re boosting plant produc-
tivity, which takes more carbon
from the atmosphere.”’

This was not the first time
Coldharbour held a soil work-
shop. MJ Pickett, executive
director at the Coldharbour
Institute, said the organization
is “hopeful to do it year after
year”

The exercises McGrath led
can be replicated “with a bottle
of water out on your land or any
land,” said Pickett, “to take a
peek at what your soil is doing”
with minimal materials and
supplies,

Soil health is just as impor-
tant as snowpack and river
flows when “facing a changing
climate,” Pickett added. “We
talk a lot about drought. But one
of the main solutions, 1 think, is
looking at our soils.”

“As land owners or manag-
ers, we can do so much with our
soil to increase water holding
capacity, to sequester carbon,
to do all these things,” she said.

"1 think we'll just continue
to see these changes — drier,
warmer weather — so armoring
our soil, so that it can withstand
some of these droughts and
absorb the moisture that we do
get, rather than just let it run off,
I think is our biggest defense
against drought up here!”

{Bella Biondini can be con-
tacted at 970.641.1414 or bella@
gunnisontimes.com. )
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Is this one of
local legend
billy barr’s last
winters

in Gothic?

Anna Coburn
Times Staff Writer

For almost 50 years, natural-
ist billy barr (who likes to spell
his name in lowercase letters)
has risen early in the morning
and recorded the weather from
his isolated home in Gothice,
on the East River northwest
of Crested Butte, barr, now in
his seventies, is wrestling with
aging hips and legs. He risks
losing the lifestyle he has
enjoyed in the northern valley
for so many decades. He has
a hip replacement tentatively
scheduled for April.

Each winter, barr has mea-
sured snowpack with sim-
ple tools including a metal
bucket, a wooden ruler and a
notebook. The town of Gothic
becomes its own snowed-in
istand, making barr rely solely
on skis.

“If 1 get too disabled, then I'Hl
be gone,” said barr. “I'll just live
in Gunnison and come out in
the summers when [ can get a
ride our or something.”

In 1972, billy barr was an
undergraduate student from
New Jersey and came to Gothic
to work on water chemistry and
quality on the East River for
the Rocky Mountain Biological
Laboratory (RMBL). He shares
a similar story with many locals
in the valley: once here, he
didn’t want to leave. He first
set up in an old mining shack,
describing it as something
someone would be embar-
rassed to put firewood in, let
alane live in.

In the early 80s, he and two
friends built the cabin where
he still resides. Killing time in
his solitude, barr document-
ed the weather, snowfall lev-
els and animal sightings. As
years passed and his notebooks
filled, a story of a changing cli-
mate emerged, first inforining

Wintry winds of change

the researchers at the RMBL,
who were, conveniently, his
neighbors in the summer.

bart’s habitual hobby had
inadvertently become rare
and important climate work
that eventually captured the
attention of scientists and
journalists all over the U.S. A
short documentary about barr,
called “The Snow Guardian”
produced by Day’s Edge
Productions, was released in
2016. Numerous articles have
been written about him for the
Atlantic, National Geographic,
CBS News and, just this
November, the Washington
Post. He even has a Wikipedia
page. The valley indeed has its
own unique celebrity.

“The whole thing of getting
PR is highly embarrassing,”
barr said. “Because, first of all,
every researcher that comes
out here in the summer does
that all the time, and they study
it. I just write it down.”

As much as barr believes his
popularity is unjustified, he
also finds it entertaining.

“I have no idea how long
I'll last” he said. “When 1 was
young, seventies was ancient,
and now I'm like, well, I can do
this for 10, 15 more years — no
big deal, as soon as I get my
legs”

barr continued, “Even if I
wasn't doing weather, it'd be
weird to leave here,” he said. “I
mean, there’s a lot of advantag-
es, t00. I can go to the grocery
store at a whim!”

When asked how it will feel
to finally not be undertak-
ing his winter routine, barr
laughed, “Depends on the cir-
cumstances. If 'm dead, T don’t
think I'm gonna care”

While barr is recovering from
surgery this spring, he will have
to rely on someone to go up to
his cabin each morning to do
the official measurements.

After such heavy snowfall
this month, it’s already easy to
forget 2021's record-setting, dry
autumn, The long-term impli-
cations of barr’s data show
snow arriving later and melting
earlier in the valley, mirroring
trends across the globe.

What he sees for the val-
ley's future is “maybe a second
McDonald’s!”
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Cortes

To provide a serious answer,
barr said simply, “We've got
water issues.” The valley relies
on its waler as one of its most
valuable resources for agricul-
ture, for recreation, and “as the
climate changes, and it is, we're
gonna get less of it.”

“So much of the West
depends upon water, and as a
culture, we have taken it so for
granted that we pollute it, we
dump it everywhere, we have
green grass lawns in the semi-
desert,” he said. “Let’s face
it: Gunnison’s a great town,
but it’s not supposed to have
green lawns that people mow
and then have to water them
because they cut the grass so
it’s losing all the moisture from
it. You should see the place I
have in Gunnison.”

barr advocates for better
water conservation and better
use, and jokes he is not yet cer-
tain if he is running for presi-
dent.

This winter, billy barr will
continue his familiar groove.
It’s a routine based on living
a solitary lifestyle, and one he
loves. Even if it is barr’s last
winter in Gothic, he will still be
updating data daily on the web-
site gothicwx.org and getting
calls from climate researchers
and nosey reporters.

For more of the valley’s
famous naturalist, check put
the link below to BackStory’s
“On the bench with billy barr”

BackStory

(Anna Ceburn can be con-
tacted ut 870.641.1414 or
anna@gunnisontimes.com.)
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Wy 1
102 S. Main St. | (970) 641 - 4029

www.GunnisonArisCenter.org

CLOSED FOR THE ROLIDAYS

Our doors will be closed
December 25 - January 10,
opening only for Wacky Wednesdays &
the January 7 ArtWalk & Music.

EVENTS
JANUARY ARTWALK & MUSIC @ THE BAC

Friday, January 7th, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Main Gallery: Staff & Instructor Exhibition
Tredway Gallery: “Make a Scene” Lego Competittion
& Exhibit, Featuring the work of Maureen O’Donnell!

W Butter Together Movie Series o

THE GOONIES
Friday, January 21
Doors: 7:00 pm |Movie: 7:30 pm | $10
Vaccnes or Negative Tests are required for theatre events

EDUCATION

Wacky Wednesdays (Ages 6 - 13)
Your Solution for GES Early Release.
Session 1: Wednesdays, 2:00 - 3:00 pm.
January 5 - March 9. (10 sesstons)

L Tuition Support is Available!

BAX WESTERN

COLORADO UNIVERSITY

EXTENDED STUDIES

WCU EXTENDED STUDIES
SPRING 2822 CATALDG COURSES -
OPEN FOR REGISTRATION

Introductory to Horsemanship Level 1:
January 8 - February 12, 2022, $180.00

Spanish for Beginners and Spanish for Intermediates:
January 11 - March 1, 2022 (CB) and
January 12 - March 2, 2022 (Gunnison), $115.00

Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced Guitar:
January 25 - March 8, 2022, $225.00

Design Your Life and Get After Your Goals!:
February 2 - March 2, 2022, $45.00

For a full list of courses, course descriptions and 1o register, please
visit our website: western.edu/academics/extended-studies.
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‘Rivers of words' YOUARE

Gunnison Writer
George Sibley
launches new
blog

Bella Biondini
fimes Staff Writer

In November, local writer
George Sibley intreduced his
readers to a new blog called
“Sibley’s Rivers,” a place where
his writing will explore the
impacts of human activities on
the watersheds and tributaries
of the Colorado River.

In his first post, Sibley said
that a visit to his blog will
consist of a “river of words,”
filled with his reflections
about “learning to live in the
Anthropocene.” This new geo-
logical time period is domi-
nated by the changes humans
“purposefully or inadvertently,
have imposed on the planet's
basic systems, changes which
are now altering the conditions
of existence for all life on the

Jacob.

planet,” he wrote.

Although his blog will explore
many topics about both the
West and the Colorada River,
which he calls the “First River
of the Anthropocene,” his
“homebase will be the Upper
Gunnison River valley and
mountains.”

Sibley’s posts will not just
be about these waterways, but
about “uts and how we inter-
act with the rivers, landscapes,
atmosphere, the planet itself
— and how those interactions
might change now that we are
aware that we are a force for
change on the planet, change
we will have to live with,” he
wrote.

Sibley, who retired from
teaching at Western Colorado
University in 2007 and has
had a successful career as a
writer, said he started the blog
because, like Bob Dylan said,
“1 need a dump truck, baby, to
unload my head."”

Sibley’s Rivers can be found
at sibleysrivers.com.

(Rella Biondini can be con-
tacted at 970.641.1414 or
bella@gunnisontimes.com.)

Finn.

s . e

All great elf hunts
must come to an end

The Gunnison Cauntry Chamber of Commerce awarded 25
qgift cards donated by toy store Abracadabra to children who
completed the Great Gunnison Elf Hunt. The Gunnison Valley
Resiliency Project and the chamber organized the event, and
McDonald'’s of Gunnison and Abracadabra were the sponsors.
Jacob and Finn, above, were two of the winners.

MOBILE CRISIS !
FREE SERVICE AVAILABLE IN
GUNNISON & HINSDALE COUNTIES.

v‘, I GUNNISON VALLEY HEALTH

Gunnison Valley Health has trained clinicians available 24/7 to support
individuals in Gunnison & Hinsdale Counties experiencing a crisis.

WHAT TO DO IN A CRISIS?

Call the Colorado Crisis Services Hotline at
844-493-TALK (8255) or text TALK to 38255.

Their trained professionals provide free, immediate
and confidential help 24/7/365.

COLORADD | 844-493-TALK (8255)

OIS CRISIS SERVICES | oR TEXT TALK 0 38255

GIGABIT FIBER NOW IN GUNNISON
HO CONTRACT - UNLIMITED DATR - NO THROTTLING

(970) 784-4160
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County looks to state funding for trail, river park

—— ..

Gunnison Country Times

Sam Lrecl

A surfer rides the first wave in the Gunnison Whitewater Park. Valley surfers have advocated for a redesign of the downstream feature to provide a more consistent wave.

High-tech wave
considered for
surfers, boaters

Sam Liebl
Times Editor

Two recreation-oriented
projects have risen to the top
of Gunnison County’s pri-
orities in 2022. In both cases,
funds raised from the Colorado
Lottery and dispersed by Great
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
are anticipated to pay for a
large portion of the work.

Gunnison County commis-
sioners on Tuesday voted in
support of an application to
GQOCO for $66,000 to help pay
for the costs of planning a trail
between Crested Butte and
Crested Butte South. The vote
came two weeks after commis-
sioners approved up to $60,000
for an engineering analysis
of the Gunnison Whitewater
Park, a first step in seeking
$3756,000 in GOCO grants for
the completion of improve-
ments there.

Work on the whitewater park
would remedy erosion issues
around wave structures that
have the potential to worsen
and pose safety hazards in the
future. Commissioners heard
prefiminary information about
adding a wave shaper to the
park, an adjustable steel ramp
that sits underwater and can
produce a consistent wave for
kayaking or surfing.

McLaughlin Whitewater,
the design and engineering
firm that the county hired to
assess the condition of the
park over the summer, mar-
kets a proprietary \WaveShaper
device that, according 1o the
company’s website, typically
adds 10-20% to the cost of a
whitewater wave's construc-
tion. Boise, Idaho has installed
the machine in its whitewater

park, and the consistent wave
there has made it a magnet for
river surfers across the U.S.

According to Gunnison
County Public Works Director
Marlene Crosby, McLaughlin
in its assessment found dam-
age on structure two — the
middie wave in the park.

The county expected dam-
age on structure two, Crosby
said, because high water and
iceflows were found to have
taken a toll on the structure
immediately downstream
a few years ago. The county
decided that the third struc-
ture was a priority to repair
because it had become discon-
nected from the riverbed and
therefore posed an entrapment
hazard.

“There is damage, as we
expected,” Crosby said of
structure two. “It is having
some of the erosion damage
under the structure. It is not a
safety hazard at this time, Now
we all know that can change,
with ane spring of high water
but right now he did not see
anything that was a safety issue
for people in the river. And we
know we have everything from
toddlers playing on the bank to
kayakers.”

McLaughlin, however, rec-
ommends a replacement of
structure two, and the com-
pany’s engineers met with the
Upper Gunnison River Water
Conservancy District, kayakers
and river surfers in September
to discuss how safety and
stability issues could be
addressed while enhancing
recreation.

For an estimated cost of
$55,000, McLaughlin proposed
further study of the whitewater
park, developing two alterna-
tives for a new structure 1two
and creating an estimated
budget for the construction.
Gunnison County has already
budgeted $224,500 in county
funds in 2022 to the project.
Combined with the anticipat-
ed GOCO funds, the county

expects to put $599,000 into
the whitewater park this year.

McLaughlin provided
Crosby with an estimate for
additional costs associated
with the wave shaper. If it was
included in the project, con-
struction costs would increase
by about $100,000, Crosby
said.

“If we are going to do it and
if we have the opportunity and
funds te do it, I would be in
support of the wave shaper,”
Commissioner Roland Mason
said. “But we need to figure out
the hydrology and make sure it
is not just blown out.”

Mason said he was con-
cerned that the county could
spend thousands of dollars on
a structure only 1o see it dam-
aged or destroyed by spring
runoff or crushing ice flows.
Other Colorado whitewater
parks, such as those on the
Arkansas River, offer surfing
waves but are downstream of
reservoirs and do not contend
with largely uncontrolled flows
like the Gunnison River, he
said.

“We want to make sure that
if we put something in that it
won'’t get wiped out in ene sea-
son,” Mason said.

Crested Butte to CB South
Trail

The idea of linking Crested
Butte to Crested Butte South
with a recreation path — and
of eventually extending such a
trail south to Gunnison — has
been batted around for years.
But county leaders think the
timing is right to move the
project forward.

Gunnison County has bud-
geted $75,000 to a Crested
Butte-Crested Butte South trail
in 2022 and anticipates spend-
ing a total of $1.5 million on
the path over the next three
years. The county is submit-
ting by the end of this month
an application for $66,000
from GOCO with the county
providing matching funds of

$33,000. An additional $16,000
in cash matches will come
from the Town of Crested
Butte, the Gunnison County
Metropolitan District, the
Crested Butte South Property
Owners Association, the
Crested Butte Mountain Bike
Association and the Tourism
and Prosperity Partnership.

The county will learn wheth-
er it received the GOCO funds
for planning in March.

According to Mason, if the
county can put together a
shovel-ready project, there is
ample state and federal fund-
ing to proceed with construc-
tion.

The county’s community
development department
and the Sustainable Tourism
and Outdoor Recreation
Commiittee said as much in a
Nov. 9 letter to commissioners.

“The timing for planning
this project has perhaps never
been better, given the growing
population in the north valley,
increased recreational activ-
ity, rising interest in alterna-
tive forms of transportation,
and available financial support
opportunities from federal,
state, and local sources,” the
letter read.

The letter noted that even
the design work of the trail
would be expensive, requiring
a team to navigate the process
of public engagement, align-
ment, landowner negotiations,
features like bridges and snow
storage and environmen-
tal considerations. The focus
would be on working with
the Colorado Department of
Transportation {CDOT) to use
the department’s right of way
and to arrive at a timeline that
would see construction take
place in 5-10 years, the letter
stated.

A vote by the state transpot-
tation comimission an Dec. 16
makes the prospects of state
funding even more hope-
ful. In a 10-1 vote, the com-
mission approved changes

to Colorado’s transportation
planning rules that will shift
priority to public transit and
multimodal projects and
away from road expansions.
According to CDOT, the rule
is intended to help the state
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions even as the population
Erows.

“Multimodal” is the key
word to use as the county
continues to seek funding
for the project. According to
Gunnison County Cammunity
and Economic Development
Director Cathie Pagano, CDOT
is “not really interested in a
trail but they are very receptive
to muitimodal access.”

Mason said the county is
going to emphasize that the
trail will connect Crested
Butte, Crested Butte South and
the neighborhoods in between
for cyclists, e-bike riders and
others, but that it will end up
being a recreational amenity,
too.

“I appreciate that this has
always maintained its spot as
a desirable comnmunity proj-
ect and that actionable steps
are being taken toward that,”
Houck said at the Nov. 16 com-
missioners’ meeting.

Commissioner Liz Smith
said the trail would be a ben-
efit to the entire valley, not
just the Crested Butte-Crested
Butte South corridor.

“To the extent that we have
ways for people to get to work
that do not necessarily include
people getting into an indi-
vidual car — that is helpful to
everybody,” Smith said. “The
idea has always been to get a
trail that connects the entire
South Valley to the North
Valley, and we’ve never been
able to piece that together.
But this is one of the building
blocks that could facilitate a
solution like that”

(Sam Liebl can be contacted
at 970.641.1414 or editor@gun-
nisantimes.com.)
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COVID-19

1 Gunnison County Public Health offers COVID-19
vaccination clinics on Monday and Friday.

If you need to get a COVID-19 vaccine {1st dose,
2 2nd dose, or booster) call to schedule an
appointment at 970-641-3244.

These vaccine clinics are held in the public health
3 clinic at GVH. You will receiye location information

when you schedule an appointment.

Please wear your mask in all GVH facilities.

For more information on COVID-19 vaccines visit
https://covid19.gunnisoncounty.org/vaccine/

Kim Fahey
Loan Officer
(970] a2-4644
NMLS# 1534806

GUNNISON SAVINGS & LOAN

GUNNISON SAVINGS & LOAN

Gunnison's Hometown Mortgage Lender for more than 109 years

Rob Bramwell
Loan Officer

(970) B42-4645
NMLS# 951456

SPECIALIZING IN:
CONSTRUCTION - VA - FHA
USDA - CONVENTIONAL
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LENDER

NMLSHA83554
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'Dry conditions

persist on the
Western Slope
and beyond

Snowpack

in Gunnison
Basin at half of
normal

Bella Blondini
Times Staff Writer

Views from the Red Lady
Express lift at Crested Butte
Mauntain Resort last weekend
included a sea of grass, some
still green and all still uncov-
ered by snow. Warm weather
throughout the fall season had
reduced the resort's ability to
make its own snow, leaving
most of the upper mountain still
closed to skiers,

In the lower valley, November
temperatures, nearly eight
degrees higher than aver-
age, caused most of the little
snow that's fallen to melt away.
Residents remained hopeful
that conditions might improve
as snow flurries began falling on
Monday afternoon, but snow-
pack levels across the state told
a different story.

On Dec. 2, snowpack in most
of Colorado hovered around
50-60% of average, based on
data from the Natural Resources
Conservation Service. For the
current water year, Gunnisan
Basin continues to experience
dry conditions, sitting at about
half of its average snowpack.
The surrounding areas are also
far below average. The Colorado
headwaters sit at 59%, the Rio
Grande headwaters at 32% of
average, the Upper San Juan at
26%.

It's still early in the season
and “a lot can change during
this time of year” said Paul
Miller, a hydroloegist for the
Colorado Basin River Forecast
Center. “But right now, just
looking at today's conditions,
things are pretty dry over our
area

Conditiens improved tem-
porarily after July and August
due to monsoon rains, but have
since begun to worsen through-
out the fall, said Water Resource
Specialist Beverly Richards
with the Upper Gunnison River
Water Conservancy District.
According te the U.S. Prought
Monitor, 46% of Gunnison
County still remains in severe
drought.

The National Atmospheric
and Oceanic Administration
Climate Prediction Center
issued a La Nifa advisory this
fall that is expected to persist
through the winter months.
Historically the climate pattern,
created by cooler water in the
central Pacific Ocean which
pushes the jetstream north-
ward, results in higher prob-
ability for dry conditions and
warmer temperatures for the

Gunnison Basin.

Will more water be sent
downstream?

With a high probability of
another below average winter
season, Richards said that a
“main concern is that we will
not have a sufficient run off
to replenish supplies in Blue
Mesa”

“It would take an extreme
amount of snow to fill Blue
Mesa next year,” she said.

The reservoir continues to
serve as a visual reminder of
the severe drought conditions
across the Western U.S. Blue
Mesa has been reduced to a
mere puddle from emergency
downstream releases earlier
this year to support the rapidly
dropping water levels of Lake
Powell, Last month the reser-
voir sat at 26% capacity or 91
feet from its full pool elevation,
exposing the historic channel of
the Gunnison River, previously
hidden underneath the water.

Trying to measure the
amount of snow needed for
Blue Mesa to recaver from the
multi-year drought and emer-
gency releases to Lake Powell, is
“tricky,” Miller said.

“Since about 2000, we've
been in this drought period,
and it's going to take more
than one year for us to recov-
er from it Miller said. For the
Gunnison River Basin, “it may
take two or three cansecutive
years that are well above aver-
age for us to really start getting a
little more comfortable.”

The Colorado River Basin
Forecast Center is predicting
that inflow into Blue Mesa will
be 83% of average during the
2022 water year, a 12-month
period that begins on Oct. 1.
But even if the basin receives
the snow it needs this year,
Miller said dry soil conditions
can lead to inefficient runoff as
the snowmelt is soaked into the
ground in the springtime.

“H we got 100% of normal
snowpack conditions this year,
we wouldn't see 100% of normal
runoff, because so much of that
water is going to be replenish-
ing those soils,” he said. “That
just means that our stakehold-
ers are going to be operat-
ing with very small margins of
water to work with.”

John McClow, general coun-
sel for the Upper Gunnison
River Water Conservancy
District, said projections this
early in the year are speculative
and likely to change. In addi-
tion to monitoring water levels
at Blue Mesa, he has also kept
an eye on reservoir conditions
downstream.

Forecasts indicate that it is
likely that Lake Powell will fall
below 3,525 feet without some
form of management as soon
as March of next year, McClow

continued on A11



Gunnison Country Times

Thursday, December 9, 2021 « NEWS - A11

continued from A10

said. This target elevation serves
as a 35-foot buffer created to
decrease the risk Powell falls
below the minimum power pool
line of 3,490 feet above sea level.

Instead of calling for addi-
tional water from the upper
reservoirs, the Bureau of
Reclamation has decided to
hold onto the water in Lake
Powell for the first three or four
months of the year to allow
more time for runoff to reach

the reservoir, McClow said, who
attended a BOR briefing on Dec.
2. The annual release is still set
at 7.48 million acre feet.

“They won't be taking any
more water out of Blue Mesa
on an emergency basis as they
did this yeay,” he said. “But if we
have a horrendously dry winter,
that could change.”

(Bella Biondini can be con-
tacted at 970.641.1414 or bella@
gunnisontimes.com.)

Creative
District

from A1

tices,” said Ewell. “They all
stressed a lot the importance
of not just seeing it in terms of
economic development, but
also as an opportunity to build
social ties within a commu-
nity.”

According to Christine
Costello, deputy director of
CCl, that dimension was one
of the things that made the
Gunnison application for dis-
trict designation stand out
among others.

“Personally, 1 was excited
by all of the visionary com-
munity members we met on
my site visit and their genu-
ine commitment to building
social good,” she said. Costello
said she was particularly
impressed by the Gunnison
team’s acknowledgement of
the region’s “changing demo-
graphics” and determination
to provide access to people
from all walks of life.

“I love it when somebody
gets creative with tattoos or
painting their cars, or kids
doing innovative things with
their phone cameras,” said
Ewell. “People are inventing
art forms all the time,” she
said, and the idea of a creative
district is to enable opportu-
nity for everyone.

Traditional state-fund-
ed arts councils typically
treat the arts as a “char-
ity case,” said Jeff Taylor,
chairman of the local effort
to achieve certification. By
placing CCI in the Office of
Economic Development and
International Trade — instead
of the Department of Higher
Education, say — Colorado
leaders signaled their belief
that creatives add more than
just a vague cultural value
to their communities, Taylor
said.

“Colorado really is at the
cutting edge of this whole par-
adigm shift towards creative
industries,” Taylor said. “It
reflects a wider understand-
ing of what can be the sustain-
able 21st century economy.
That is a recognition of the
importance that the creative
industries play, especially in
an economy like ours in the
Mountain West, where older
concepts of extraction are no
longer viable and ultimately
we have to turn to our own
creative resources.”

According to a 2017
National Endowment for
the Arts participation study,
there’s good reason for
Colorado to lead the way. The

survey found that the state
ranked first in the nation in
the percentage of people who
“personally perform or cre-
ate artworks.” However, CCI's
working definition of what
constitutes “creative” activity
spans a ot more than what is
traditionally considered “the
arts.”

For example, on a site-tour
during the approval pro-
cess, CCI members visited
local businesses like Rooted
Apothecary, ID Sculptures,
Tributary Coffee and Dobrato
Resophonic Guitars. All of
these businesses — and others
like them — are run by crafts-
people and form part of the
“creative culture” of Gunnison.

Carlie Kenton, executive
director of the Gunnison Arts
Center participated in the site
visit, “It was really eye opening
to see all the diverse creative
assets we have all in one day,”
she said.

To become a creative district
involved an arduous applica-
tion process, Kenton said. To
even be eligible to apply, orga-
nizers had to form a dedicated
501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion (complete with board of
directors), write the “story” of
Gunnison’s cultural heritage,
create a strategic plan, demon-
strate community buy-in and
raise at least $10,000.

“A lot of people invested
a lot of time,” Kenton said.
The funding was donated by
Gunnison Valley Properties,
the company developing the
Gunnison Rising project east
of town. The district boundar-
ies were drawn to include the
“live-work” portion of the new
development.

“It wasn't a difficult deci-
sion, just commen sense, for
us to invest in something that
so clearly benefits the whole
community,” said Gunnison
Rising proponent Dick
Bratton. Referencing Florida’s
book, “The Rise of the Creative
Class,” Bratton said, “that book
says that communities that are
stronger culturally and intel-
lectually are also stronger eco-
nomically.”

Next steps, now that the
creative district designation
is secured, include forming
a permanent board of direc-
tors and getting busy crafting a
strategic plan. Gunnison resi-
dents who would like to serve
on the commission should
send letters of interest to
Brieanna Radford at briean-
na@gunnisonartscenter.org.

(Alar Wartes can be contact-
ed at 970.641.1414 or publish-
er@gunnisonfimes.com.)

Mutftimodal Project

Ohio Avenue

¥

Join City of Gunnison staff and consultants to
review plans for the multimodal transpartation

December 15th, 2021 | 5:30-7:00PM

Contact Lisa Starkebaum at Istarkebaum@gunnsionce.gov
lar additionsl information.

Meeting Location
Gunnison City Hall, Council Chambers 201 W. Virginia Ave.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING & VACANT LAND NEAR TOWN

152+/- AGRES ON COUNTY ROAD 17
PRICE $275,000 $769,000

CREN TRETZ} CREN -772790

NESBITT & COMPANY LLC

Bilt Hestitt | QURAISORhOMES.COM ! 104 £ Tomichi Ave. | 641-2235

I\
ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHRISTIAN
MINISTRIES

EXPERIENCE THE LIFE
LOVE = PEACE = HOPE = JOY

Bible
Teaching

that's practical
and encouraging

Genuine
Community

providing support
and connection

Contemporary
Worship

that's inspiring
and uplifting

Serving the Gunnison Valley for 25 Years
Pastors John & Karen Clement 1040 Hwy. 135 Gunnison, CO 81230

Weekly Sunday Morning Sarvices 9:30am

970.641.0158

Mchurch.org

idren’s Church & Nursery Provided
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Matt McCombs
named new
Colorado State

Forester

Times staff report

Following a successful
national search, U.S. Forest
Service District Ranger Matt
McCombs will take leader-
ship of the Colorada State
Forest Service and become
Colorado’s new state forester
on Jan. 3.

“The people of Colorado
and the millions of Americans
who depend on Colorado’s
forests deserve leadership and
action equivalent to both the
splendor of our natural heri-
tage but also as impartantly
the historic chalienges facing
our forests,” McCombs said.
“I am deeply humbled and
honored to carry forward the
proud legacy of the Colorado
State Forest Service as
Colorado’s next state forester.”

McCombs takes the lead of
the agency following his time
as the U.S. Forest Service dis-
trict ranger for the 1.3-million-
acre Gunnison Ranger District,
part of the Grand Mesa,
Uncompahgre and Gunnison
National Forests.

Although he is leaving
both the Forest Service and
the Gunnison Basin, “I don't
really feel like I'm leaving, the
issues or the or the relation-
ships that 1've established
here,” McCombs said. “It's just
I'm going to be able to come at
them from a ditferent perspec-
tive.”

His career has spanned
both natural resources and
forestry management as well
as other governmental work,
beginning as an aide to U.S.
Senators Ken Salazar and
Jon Tester. McCombs is also
a veteran, having deployed
to Iraq in 2003 as a combat
medic with the Colorado Anny
National Guard and serving as
a medical service officer in the
Montana Air National Guard
where he achieved the rank of
captain before leaving the ser-
vice in 2012.

“Matt has had a unique pro-
fessional career with a blend
of leadership, forest manage-
ment and legislative affairs
experience that come together
to create the ideal skill set and
background for a state for-
ester,” said Dean John Hayes
of Colorado State University’s
Warner College of Natural
Resources, the administra-
tive home of the CSFS, which
also provides staffing for the
Division of Forestry within
the Colorado Department of
Natural Resources.

The Coloradoe State Forest
Service is a critically impor-
tant agency charged with
providing technical forestry
assistance, wildfire mitiga-
tion expertise and outreach
and education in support
of maintaining the health of

Colorado’s 24-million acres
of forests, The agency’s work
impacts every Coloradan’s
life in significant tangible and
intangible ways, and the agen-
cy's efforts have never been
more salient in addressing the
state’s envirenmental and nat-
ural resource challenges.

“Matthew has had a dis-
tinguished career in natural
resource and forest manage-
ment and will be a signifi-
cant asset to the Colorado
State Forest Service as its
next state forester,” said Dan
Gibbhs, executive director of
the Colorado Department
of Natural Resources. “Matt
arrives at an important time
for Colorado forests, and 1 look
forward to our collaboration
as our state tackles our forest
health and wildfire mitigation
challenges.”

McCombs cames to the
CSFS following the departure
of former State Forester Mike
Lester this past summer. Susan
Matthews, Colorada’s deputy
state forester, has served in
the interim role since Lester's
departure and characterized
the agency’s position as strong
in terms of meeting the chal-
lenges that lie ahead and said
the agency was thrilled to have
him take on its leadership.

“Matt brings a wealth
of knowledge about the
health and management of
Colorado’s forests from his
time at the U.S. Forest Service
- an important partner for us
at the CSFS. With the conver-
gence of both enormous chal-
lenges and equally tremen-
dous opportunities for our
state’s forests, he has the expe-
rience to guide the CSFS as
we meet this critical moment
for the forests and residents of
Colorado,” Matthews said.

McCombs is moving to Fort
Collins, but said he was able
to keep his property in Crested
Butte South, so “we'll still have
alittle small piece of ourselves
here in the valley and an
apportunity tg, to come back
and visit whenever we can.”

When reflecting on his
time in the Gunnison Valley,
McCombs said he is most
proud of the "work we did
together with designing and
implementing designating
camping above Crested Butte,"
as well as addressing the pine
beetle outbreak with numer-
ous stakeholders in Taylor
Canyon.

“If there's anything that 1'll
take away from my time here
in the Gunnison country, it'll
be that doing the hard work of
building something together
that you couldn't have built
on your own, which is, in my
mind, collaboratian, is abso-
lutely necessary for success.”

Gumnison Country Times

FREE SERVICE AVAILABLE IN
GUNNISON & HINSDALE COUNTIES..

v" | GUNNISON VALLEY HEALTH

Gunnison Valley Health has trained clinicians available 24/7 to support
individuals in Gunnison & Hinsdale Counties experiencing a crisis.

WHAT TO DO IN A CRISIS?

Call the Colorado Crisis Services Hotline at
844-493-TALK (8255) or text TALK to 38255.

Their trained professionals provide free, immediate
and confidential help 24/7/365.

COLORADOD | 44-493-TALK (8255)
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Thank you for allowing us to serve you and our community,
we are honored to be one of the top producing offices

in the city of Gunnison Colorado and will continue to be
available to assist and serve our community when needed.

= e
10 BRAND NEW HOMES! Well appointed and
tastefully decorated townhomes in Gunnison's new-
est and fastest growing neighborhood. Two & Three
bedroom units, most have attached garage.

414 E. Gothic MLS #773044 & 779049 $1,090,000
5 units with excellenl rental hislory and located steps from cam-
pus! The front is an older victorian that had been split into 3 units.
Duplex in the back was put in 1995 and has 2 units that are each
3 bed/2 bath units with W/D. D/W and newer paint and flooring.
There is also a side storage shed attached to the front house and
a free standing 1 car garage in the back. Currently the property
gross rent is $5,475/month.

ESTATE @ RENTAL

Mg:};;,s 970.641.4880 o
129 EAST TOMICHI AVENUE
GUNNISONREALESTATEANDRENTALS.COM
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We've sort of forgotten what ‘normal’ looks like...

[ by Mark Reaman ]

The Gunnison Basin is now above average in terms of snow for the season but it isn’t as much as you might
think. The current multi-day storm has put the area at close to 120-percent above average for the end of
December. Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District general manager Sonja Chavez said that while
“the snow has been wonderful and anything is a blessing,” it would take more than one big storm to fill the

local reservoirs like Blue Mesa and Taylor.

“I think we have been in drought so long that we've forgotten what good snow looks like,” she quipped this
week. “We need our snowpack to stay well above 150-percent through April in order to replenish the soil
moisture profile and see average stream flow conditions. If we can do that, we should be able to fill Blue
Mesa again. We've experienced so many back-to-back years of drought that we've sort of forgotten what

'normal’ looks like.”

Chavez said preliminary Snow Telemetry (SNOTEL) data indicates that this winter’s snowfall is only about

119-percent of normal for this time of year but 169-percent of what was on the ground at this time in 2020.

“Because our soil moisture conditions were so poor heading into this winter, we need a sustained late
season April snowpack of above 150-percent of average in order to fill the soil profile again and then
hopefully see healthy stream flows,” she explained. “Looking back at historical Blue Mesa Reservoir levels
similar to where we are at now (27-percent full), the reservoir did recover and fill with average stream

inflow conditions, so cross your fingers.

“We're not complaining and we like what we're seeing so far and hope it continues,” she concluded.

|
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Collaboration a key for valley

[ by Mark Reaman ]

Matt McCombs has been the district ranger for the Gunnison National Forest for more than four years but
will start a new job January 3 as Colorado’s state forester. He brought a passion for public lands and
collaboration and we wanted to have a chat about his perspectives before he left his home in CB South for

the Front Range.

MR: Let’s start with what your new job is and what you'll be doing? What is it and where will you be located?
MM: The title of my new role is state forester and director of the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS). The
CSFS is housed within the Warner School of Natural Resources at Colorado State University and my new
office is located at the Foothills Campus in Fort Collins near Horsetooth Reservoir. The State Forester leads
the CSFS while also providing staffing to the Division of Forestry within the Colorado Department of Natural

Resources. The mission of the CSFS is “to achieve stewardship of Colorado’s diverse forest environments for
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the benefit of present and future generations.” The agency provides outreach and technical services to
private landowners, partner organizations and state and federal agencies ensuring Colorado’s forests are
managed effectively while advancing adaptive strategies across all ownerships to respond to a changing

climate and the challenges associated with a rapidly growing state and country.

MR: How will that differ from your district ranger position with the Gunnison Forest?

MM: As the state forester my role will serve at the state level much the way the chief of the USDA Forest
Service functions at the national level. I'll be leading the agency as opposed to functioning as a field level
manager implementing the agency’s mission thus shifting my focus from field operations to championing
CSFS employees, advising state legislators and the Governor on policy and deepening relationships with a

variety of communities and interests across the state and country in support of Colorado’s forests.

MR: With the new position, will you have any involvement with issues in this region?

MM: Absolutely, much of Gunnison County and the Western Slope are blanketed with forested landscapes.
My concentration here will remain stewarding Colorado’s forests for clean water, air and soil, abundant
habitats for people and wildlife and responding to the challenges associated with a warming climate and
rapidly growing populations. I'll just be doing so vicariously through the capable CSFS staff based here in

the basin.

MR: You've been in the valley for four-and-a-half years. What did you expect when you came here?

MM: The Gunnison Ranger District is one of the largest in the country and has a reputation for some of the
grandest landscapes one can manage in the USFS. There is a reason that the job has only opened up three
times in roughly 30 years. I came having a good sense of the ground and many of the players from my time
with Senator Salazar’s office and as a frequent visitor to the basin growing up on the Front Range and as a
recurrent Western Slope resident. I expected it to be a great place to stretch my wings in the fields of

collaboration and recreation management.

MR: Was it what you expected?

MM: It was more than I expected. The month I started was the month the STOR committee met for the first
time. This fortuitous juncture has underwritten much of the district's success while I've been here, helping
us take on successfully some of the most pressing challenges facing the forest around recreation. On the
vegetation management side our partnership with Western's Center for Public Lands facilitated creation of
the Taylor Park Adaptive Management Group which aided transparent, stakeholder-driven timber and fuels
planning in the Taylor Basin setting up the program for the next decade. Add in a supportive, innovative and

dedicated staff and this assignment has been a highpoint in my land management career, exceeding my
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expectations and completely changed my perspective on what's possible when you dig in and do the hard

work of building something together you couldn’t have built on your own.

MR: It feels to me that you jumped in quickly and brought a new energy and direction to the job that was
centered on collaboration. Is that fair?

MM: I get a sense generally the community is pleased with the direction we've taken the district

together. The pace of change and our collective response in facing down the shifts we're seeing in visitation,
technology as well as the impacts from a changing climate has been marked by thoughtful and innovative
action and folks are happy we've moved out as we have. From my vantage we've built up a stronger
foundation in relationships and expectations that will serve the community well boosting our ability to raise
funds, plan together and continue to grow our impact. We've proven we can act big and move swiftly when
we're in alignment and communicating our concerns and ambitions in real time as opposed to responding

to crisis as it happens.

MR: What sort of accomplishments came from that collaboration?

MM: There's a litany of cool stuff to celebrate however, I'll offer three things that stand out. First is the work
we did together in the north valley to address the unreasonable impacts from rapidly growing

visitation. The designated camping project was accomplished leveraging every tool we had in the toolbox:
collaboration; partnering; and innovative financing. This project showed us the power of students in
Western’s Masters in Environmental Management program and introduced the Gunnison Country to our
friends at the National Forest Foundation who've now taken up permanent residence. It will serve as an

example for addressing similar challenges across the district and the country.

Two, the rapid response initiated to address the mountain pine beetle epidemic in Taylor Canyon has
become THE model for shared stewardship nationally. The district took on that challenge at scale, working
across boundaries through shared priority setting bringing together federal, state, non-profit and private

interests. It really is a story of everything working and a concept I'll be taking to scale in my new role.

The last project, which I'll not get to see through to fruition, is the work we're doing to settle now and
forever the future of Mt. Emmons. I was well aware of the complicated history surrounding Red Lady before
Iarrived. I'll be back for the party when this amazing alliance of federal, state, community and corporate
interests comes together to ink what I think will be a groundbreaking model for land exchanges for the
agency. Beyond that, I get excited for the future of beavers in this valley, for more restored wet meadows,
for the potential of fenceless grazing management, for well-built and well-managed trails and a growing

integration of forest stewards that draws together corps crews, volunteers, students and local governments
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to love on the backyard.

MR: Why has it worked here?

MM: I've commented many times, this place just seems hardwired to work together. Be it preserving a
species, a way of life or charting the course for a new future, the people of the Gunnison Country seem to
dig doing it together even if it gets a little spicy along the way. This is not a ubiquitous quality present in
every community. It's a special one and sets us apart and needs to be actively conserved as the challenges,

the change and the opportunities keep rolling in.

MR: What were some of the most fun things you've done here, both professionally and personally?

MM: Monday staff meetings with donuts and coffee, camping under the stars after a long day of canoeing,
fishing and paddle boarding on Spring Creek Reservoir, happy hour at Pita’s, Father’s Day dinners at Garlic
Mike’s, yucking it up at STOR meetings, cruising 401 for the first time, hiking to the top of Cochetopa Dome,
WESA tourneys in Junction and Durango, driving the district and talking to folks on fire patrol, bombing
International, taking the dogs up Cement and Halloween parties at our place at CB South, which we're

keeping by the way. All these things involved new friends who we'll not let go no matter where life takes us.

MR: What do you see in terms of the community involvement with public lands in this county in the short-
term and long-term?

MM: This is the hallmark of our success. One of my maxims is “broadly supported equals implementable.” I
hope that the collaborative spirit that has guided our achievements during my time endure and that the
community understands collaborating should not be optional for their District Rangers, it's the secret sauce

that allows us to plan, act and monitor together proactively, quick-wittedly and democratically.

MR: What sort of insight did you glean from your time here that you can take to the new job?

MM: The lasting impression of my time here is a foot stomp affirmation that America’s public lands are truly
the brightest and most beautiful demonstration of democracy the world has ever seen. The idea that we put
aside not just any lands but the best lands to the benefit of the many as opposed to the few is a truly
remarkable thing to be a part of. Our forests unite people in ways no other power can, they sustain what's
best in us as a society, they renew body and mind, house our wild neighbors and ensure the water keeps
flowing.

As Colorado’s next state forester my focus will be singular to ensuring the health and productivity of
Colorado’s forests regardless of ownership. My mission will be to ensure the benefits of well-managed

forests persist deep into the future and to leave things better than we find them.
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MR: Any aavice for this community as you move to the Front Range?
MM: I landed into your community as a fellow Coloradan deeply absorbed by the landscapes that define
who we are. I've been haunting the Western Slope in phases my entire life. What I've learned from this roleA
is working together doesn't just feel good, it is the good. It shouldn't be discretionary. The USDA Forest
Service has a job to do, has a jurisdictional responsibility to manage these lands on your behalf. However, I
believe there is an equal charge for agency leaders and staff to draw people in, to connect them, to share in

this weighty charge.

None of this is in the Constitution, it’s just really good ideas translated into a national ambition and
safeguarded to date by the law of the land. Laws can change, thus the people not just their agents need to
feel coupled to the land and its management so in return they support and defend it from the trials and
tribulations of an unknowable future. Bottom line, whoever comes in behind, tell ‘em “collaboration is how

we do it here, and we do it well.”
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UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER ACTIVITY ENTERPRISE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
July 26, 2021

The Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison River Water Activity Enterprise conducted a
semi-annual meeting on Monday, July 26, 2021 at 7:15 p.m. in the District offices, 210 West
Spencer Avenue, Suite B, Gunnison, CO, 81230.

Board members present: Sara Bergstrom, Rosemary Carroll, Joellen Fonken, Rebie Hazard,
Stacy McPhail, Julie Nania, Bill Nesbitt, John Perusek, Don Sabrowski, and Andy Spann.

Board members absent: Michelle Pierce
Others participating;:

Sonja Chavez, General Manager

John McClow, General Counsel

Beverly Richards, Water Resource Specialist
Jill Steele, Office Manager

Sue Uerling, Administrative Assistant

1. CALL TO ORDER

Vice President Stacy McPhail called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.

2.  AGENDA APPROVAL

Director Bill Nesbitt moved and Director Andy Spann seconded approval of the agenda.
The motion carried.

3. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Vice President Stacy McPhail asked if there were any items to be removed for discussion from
the consent agenda. None were requested.

Director Bill Nesbitt moved and Director Rosemary Carroll seconded approval of the
consent agenda items. The motion carried.



4. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION APPOINTING FINANCIAL OFFICERS

Vice President Stacy McPhail referenced the resolution included in the packet and asked if there
were any questions. None were brought forward.

Director Rebie Hazard and Director Nania seconded approval of WAE Resolution 2021-03
appointing the WAE financial officers as follows: Michelle Pierce, Board President; Stacy
McPhail, Board Vice President; John Perusek, Board Secretary; Bill Nesbitt, Board
Treasurer; and, Sonja Chavez, General Manager. The motion carried.

S. MERIDIAN LAKE RESERVOIR UPDATE:

General Manager Sonja Chavez reported that she made a field visit to Meridian Lake on July 8,
2021 and it measured 9,345 acre-feet at that time, which was 66 acre-feet lower than last year.
The Board was reminded that rates were set in January 2021 as follows: The initial cost is $3,500
per base unit and the annual, administrative fee for 2021 is $55.00 per base unit.

6. MISCELLANEOUS MATTER:

Vice President Stacy McPhail asked if there were any miscellaneous matters. Director Joellen
Fonken asked if the WAE loan had been paid off and it was confirmed that the WAE operating
loan of $75,000 has been paid to the UGRWCD. Water Resource Specialist Bev Richards
reported that to date, there have been 634 based units sold with 333 available units remaining.

7. CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Vice President Stacy McPhail asked if there were any citizen comments, and none were brought
forward.

8. ADJOURMENT:

Vice President Stacy McPhail adjourned the Water Activity Enterprise meeting at 7:21 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, APPROVED:

John Perusek, Secretary Stacy McPhail, Vice President
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Augmentation on Crystal River appears imminent

[ By Katherine Nettles |

The user demands on the Colorado River have long been an issue for communities located along its path
and the path of its tributaries, and those are becoming more apparent on areas such as the Crystal River
within and adjacent to Gunnison County. Stakeholder groups are forming around demand management,
anti-speculation legislation and natural infrastructure solutions to keep water flowing for residents along

the Crystal River even as drought conditions have prompted senior water right calls from downstream.

The Colorado River Water District is part of those conversations looking at how to maintain viable
residential water supplies along the Crystal River, a tributary to the Colorado. Water levels at the Glen
Canyon Dam feeding Lake Powell are projected to drop below an elevation of 3,525 feet by January 2022.
That decrease will trigger other actions to protect the levels required to maintain hydroelectric energy

production at the dam.

“It's not the elevation where the turbines stop working, but it is a critical elevation in terms of planning and
it's obviously going the wrong direction for us,” said Colorado River District board member Kathleen Curry
in a fall update to Gunnison County commissioners. “The hydrology on the Colorado River has not

improved.”

Zane Kessler, CRWD director of government relations, reported that he attended the CRWD's last meeting in
July, and thanks to ballot measure 7A, which passed last year with 70 percent approval and debruced the

district, he said the river district is better funded for some smaller projects in the area.

“We're excited to put those dollars to work here in Gunnison County and throughout the district,” said
Kessler. He described current projects the district has worked on, including a Lake Irwin piping project,

culvert work at the Rosich ditch, and Upper Gunnison River restoration.
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Kessler also brought up Crystal River challenges. He reviewed that in 2018 the town of Marble, Carbondale
and seven subdivisions, including three within Gunnison County, were served notice by the state engineer
that they do not have a legal water supply on hotter, drier years. Senior calls downstream trumped even
those “who have pretty senior water rights on that river,” said Kessler. “There’s just not enough water in that

river to satisfy all of the needs.”

Kessler said the CRWD has been asked by the state to come in with West Divide Conservancy District and
discuss what some augmentation options might look like. He said that is not a popular concept along the
Crystal River, and “tends to cause a lot of people to run to their corners.” But he said the effort to get out
and meet with folks has helped to discuss opportunities with natural water storage or aquifer recharge. He

emphasized that they have committed not to use dams or main stem diversions or storage on the Crystal.

“But it's possible that we may need some ponds and a collection of resources that can get water
downstream to those water users. Ultimately, we don’t want families going without water. And we don’t
want our municipalities to struggle to provide for our shared constituents,” said Kessler. He said the river
district is working with a natural infrastructure expert from Ouray to assess opportunities, and they may

end up requesting state or federal funds for the process.

The district is also seeking a wild and scenic designation for the Crystal River. “It’s going to require a robust
and thoughtful stakeholder process,” said Kessler, as Gunnison County has more river mileage than any
other county in the wild and scenic proposal. “We would welcome your voice in that process and

participation,” he told county commissioners.

County commissioner chairperson Jonathan Houck recalled that right before the pandemic the county and
river district were advocating for the process of getting appointments to the Colorado River roundtable for

Gunnison County and a municipal appointment for the town of Marble.
“T think that’s an important part of it as well,” said Houck.

Kessler agreed that Gunnison County and Marble, whose voices are currently missing from the roundtable,
would be important. “They are taking that process up again,” he said. Houck noted that the Crystal River

discussions need to be approached as a watershed, not just one particular area or interest.

Kessler said that protection and restoration are important aspects to the process. “It's a river that is facing

serious impacts from climate change.”
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There is a river district stakeholder group discussing demand management and another working group has
formed to respond to anti-speculation legislation, said Curry. The river district has been working to settle on

a policy regarding anti-speculation, and adopted one at the July meeting.

The river district met for its fourth quarter update in October and anticipates meeting next in January 2022.

| |
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But timing an issue if utility extension comes into play

[ by Mark Reaman ]

With no entity in the valley jumping up to offer a space for a Recreational Vehicle (RV) dump station in the
northern part of the valley and the town of Crested Butte ready to be rid of the current dump space given
neighborhood complaints, early discussion is brewing about eventually placing one in Avalanche Park by

the current Baxter Guich trailhead south of town.

The ultimate idea would be to tie a new RV dump station into a sewer line that could run between the town
of Crested Butte and Gunnison County’s proposed Whetstone affordable housing development located
south of the Brush Creek turnoff. That would obviously mean extending utility lines outside of town which is
somewhat unusual and not cheap. Crested Butte Recreation, Open Space and Trails supervisor Joey
Carpenter said at the November 1 council meeting that it is estimated that constructing a sewer line would
cost about $1.3 million per mile. It is approximately two miles from town to the Whetstone parcel. Given
there is not yet a definitive plan for the affordable housing development, the utility line extension would not
occur for several years and the town of Crested Butte has promised that every effort to find an alternative

location for the RV dump station would be determined by the summer of 2023.

Carpenter gave council an update on the overall RV dump station situation and communicated that with the
new traffic configuration and other mitigation measures implemented on the northeast side of town, it
appeared many of the complaints lodged by neighborhood residents near the dump station had been
eliminated. He emphasized that more research was to be done and a more complete report would be

coming in the spring.

“Honestly, no one is raising their hand to add on an RV dump station in their area. It's a hot potato,”
Carpenter said in regard to the possibility that the Mt. Crested Butte Water and San District, the Crested
Butte South Metro District or the East River Sanitation District would show any interest in taking on the

facility. “The idea of using Avalanche Park while possibly extending utilities to the Whetstone parcel has just
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come up in the last two weeks. It is very preliminary but that would be feasible and have enough flow to

handle the waste since it would serve residents in Whetstone. But it is a number of years out.”

In a memo to the council Carpenter stated that if town utilities were extended to the Whetstone site it could
be viable to place the RV dump in Avalanche Park along Highway 135 and have a pull in/pull out area on the
northern edge of the property. He emphasized that while it could be an ideal spot given lack of neighbors
and location along the highway, such a move would require extensive planning and funding to pull it off.
Permission would likely be required from the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) to not build
additional turn lanes at the site. He described the Avalanche Park possibility as “the most promising,
reasonable and cost effective solution to relocating the dump.” The downside would be that it would not be
possible to complete by the start of 2023 and council would need to consider continuing with the current
situation or taking the current town RV dump offline and not having such a facility in the north part of the

valley for a while.

Mayor Jim Schmidt asked if a holding tank that was pumped regularly could be placed at Avalanche Park.
Carpenter said it was possible, but the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment has
indicated that if the tank took in more than 2,000 gallons of waste on any given single day, more stringent
regulations would be imposed immediately. Carpenter said based on his research, RVs average about 40
gallons of waste each when using the dump so if 35 to 40 RVs, especially the larger ones, start utilizing the

facility in a day, it could start to approach the upper limit.

Using preliminary numbers from observations of the RV dump operations this past summer the facility
averaged 22 RVs per day. The biggest day peaked on August 1 with 28 vehicles. In his report, Carpenter said
it appeared that many of the issues identified through neighborhood complaints had essentially gone away.
The average speed of vehicles came in at 17 miles per hour so speeding seemed to no longer be an issue.
There was no observation of congestion or “vehicle stacking” along Butte Avenue or Eighth Street and
people’s driveways and private property were not being blocked. “Speeding and congestion issues seem to

have been mitigated with the measures we took this summer and that’s a big win for us,” Carpenter said.

“Quite a few people have been working on this,” he said. “The STOR (Sustainable Tourism and Outdoor
Recreation) committee has been very helpful. All the partners working on this have been awesome trying to

move this forward.”

Crested Butte community development director Troy Russ assured the council that no decision on the

matter was expected any time soon but it would be coming back to them next spring.

https://crestedbuttenews.com/2021/11/rv-dump-station-controversy-showing-signs-of-progress/ 2/3



1/14/22, 2:23 PM RV dump station controversy showing signs of progress — The Crested Butte News
“The Whetstone alternative comes with the timing issue,” Carpenter told the council. “A decision on whether

to extend the use of the current station given the lessening of impacts will have to be made at some point.”
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Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District

210 West Spencer Avenue, Suite B = Gunnison, Colorado 81230
Telephone (970) 641-6065 « www.ugrwcd.org

WATER ACTIVITY ENTERPRISE

REGULAR SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, January 24, 2022

720 p.m. 1. Call to Order
721 p.m. 2. Agenda Approval
7:23 p.m. 3. Consent Agenda Items: Any of the following items may be removed for
discussion from the consent agenda at the request of any Board member or
citizen.
e Approval of July 26, 2021 Minutes
e Upper Gunnison Water Activity Enterprise 2021 Budget Summary
e Adoption of Resolution 2022-1 to Set Posting Place
e Consideration of Expenses
7:30 p.m. 4 Meridian Lake Reservoir Update
740 p.m. 5. Adoption of 2022 Budget
7:55 p.m. 6. Citizen Comments
800 pm. 7. Miscellaneous Matters
8:10 p.m. 8. Summary of Meeting Action Items
8:15 pm. 9. Adjournment

Note: This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items or the deletion of items at any time. All times are approximate.
Regular meetings, public hearings, and special meetings are recorded, and action can be taken on any item. The board may address individual
agenda items at any time or in any order to accommodate the needs of the board and the audience. Persons with special needs due to a
disability are requested to call the District at (970)641-6065 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.
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UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER ACTIVITY ENTERPRISE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
July 26, 2021

The Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison River Water Activity Enterprise conducted a
semi-annual meeting on Monday, July 26, 2021 at 7:15 p.m. in the District offices, 210 West
Spencer Avenue, Suite B, Gunnison, CO, 81230.

Board members present: Sara Bergstrom, Rosemary Carroll, Joellen Fonken, Rebie Hazard,
Stacy McPhail, Julie Nania, Bill Nesbitt, John Perusek, Don Sabrowski, and Andy Spann.

Board members absent: Michelle Pierce
Others participating:

Sonja Chavez, General Manager

John McClow, General Counsel

Beverly Richards, Water Resource Specialist
Jill Steele, Office Manager

Sue Uerling, Administrative Assistant

1. CALL TO ORDER

Vice President Stacy McPhail called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.

2. AGENDA APPROVAL

Director Bill Nesbitt moved and Director Andy Spann seconded approval of the agenda.
The motion carried.

3.  CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

Vice President Stacy McPhail asked if there were any items to be removed for discussion from
the consent agenda. None were requested.

Director Bill Nesbitt moved and Director Rosemary Carroll seconded approval of the
consent agenda items. The motion carried.



4. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION APPOINTING FINANCIAL OFFICERS

Vice President Stacy McPhail referenced the resolution included in the packet and asked if there
were any questions. None were brought forward.

Director Rebie Hazard and Director Nania seconded approval of WAE Resolution 2021-03
appointing the WAE financial officers as follows: Michelle Pierce, Board President; Stacy
McPhail, Board Vice President; John Perusek, Board Secretary; Bill Nesbitt, Board
Treasurer; and, Sonja Chavez, General Manager. The motion carried.

0. MERIDIAN LAKE RESERVOIR UPDATE:

General Manager Sonja Chavez reported that she made a field visit to Meridian Lake on July 8,
2021 and it measured 9,345 acre-feet at that time, which was 66 acre-feet lower than last year.
The Board was reminded that rates were set in January 2021 as follows: The initial cost is $3,500
per base unit and the annual, administrative fee for 2021 is $55.00 per base unit.

6. MISCELLANEOUS MATTER:

Vice President Stacy McPhail asked if there were any miscellaneous matters. Director Joellen
Fonken asked if the WAE loan had been paid off and it was confirmed that the WAE operating
loan of $75,000 has been paid to the UGRWCD. Water Resource Specialist Bev Richards
reported that to date, there have been 634 based units sold with 333 available units remaining.

7. CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Vice President Stacy McPhail asked if there were any citizen comments, and none were brought
forward.

8. ADJOURMENT:

Vice President Stacy McPhail adjourned the Water Activity Enterprise meeting at 7:21 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, APPROVED:

John Perusek, Secretary Stacy McPhail, Vice President



UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER ACTIVITY ENTERPRISE - BUDGET SUMMARY 2021

REVENUE
Water Contract Sales
Annual Assessments
Interest on Investments
Miscellaneous
TOTAL REVENUE
Operating Expenses
Administrative Salaries
Staff Salaries
Payroll Taxes
Employee Benefits
Audit & Accounting
Utilities and Association Dues
Bonding and Insurance
Office Telephone
Office Equipment
Administrative Travel & Expenses
Office Expenses
Postage
Legal Publication
Board of Directors’ Expenses
Meeting Expenses
Election Expenses
Board of Directors' Mileage
Reservoir Insurance
Dam Operations and Maintenance
Total Operating Expenses
Non-operating Expenses
Water Supply Acquisition
Capital Improvements
Capital Improvements
Total Non-operating Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES
Revenue Over (Under) Expenses

NOTE: Line items in bold and italics
are those line items to which the UGRWAE
contributes at a rate of 4.46%.

Jan. - March  April - June  July - Sept. Oct. - Dec. 2021 2021 2021
2021 2021 2021 2021 YTD BUDGET % TO DATE
$ 214434 § 3,500 $ 35,000 $ - 252,934 $
33,763 187 654 - 34,603 33,183 104%
8 5 11 22 47 850 6%
$ 248,205 $ 3,692 8 35,665 § 22 $ 287,584 $ 34,033 845%
$ 3,519 $ 3,519 § 3,519 § 3,519 ¢ 14,076 § 14,077 100%
1,635 1,828 1,642 3,036 8,141 6,871 118%
410 425 390 289 1,514 1,628 93%
876 950 659 928 3,413 3,542 96%
17 257 1 19 294 335 88%
153 113 108 131 505 597 85%
18 421 - 36 475 458 104%
101 111 45 80 337 317 106%
800 259 118 69 1,246 1,792 70%
3 20 260 31 314 981 32%
379 464 295 270 1,408 852 165%
97 - - - 97 150 65%
14 - 11 - 26 30 86%
- 3 114 12 129 535 24%
5 - 44 12 61 156 39%
- 17 11 12 40 98 41%
- 563 - - 563 563 100%
- 66 - 66 200 33%
$ 8,027 8§ 8,950 $ 7,283 $ 8,444 $ 32,704 $ 33,182 99%
$ -
$ - $ -8 - $ - $ B
3 - $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
$ 8,027 & 8,950 $ 7,283 & 8,444 § 32,704 % 33,182 99%
3 240,178 $ (5,258) $ 28,382 $ (8,422) $ 254,880 $ 851



RESOLUTION 2022-1

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING LOCATION TO POST NOTICES

WHEREAS, Local Public Bodies are required by Subsection 24-6-
402(2)(c), C.R.S., to designate annually their first regular meeting of each
calendar year, the place at which notice will be posted at least 24 hours prior
to each meeting.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER ACTIVITY ENTERPRISE AS
FOLLOWS:

Notices of meetings of the Upper Gunnison River Water Activity
Enterprise Board required pursuant to Section 24-6-401, et seq.,
C.R.S., shall be posted within the boundaries of the Enterprise at
least 24 hours prior to each meeting at the following location:

The Office of the Enterprise, 210 West Spencer Avenue, Suite B,
Gunnison, Colorado 81230.

ADOPTED this 24t day of January, 2022.

Michelle Pierce, President John Perusek, Secretary



Upper Gunnison River Water Activity Enterprise

Expenses for Approval

1/16/2022
Name Account Amount

Sonja R. Chavez MLR Operations $ 33.60
Gunnsion County Clerk and Recorder Office Expenses 13.00
Crested Butte News Legal Publication 11.21
Sonja R. Chavez MLR Operations 32.48
Upper Gunnison River Water 7 193.00
Conservancy District 3rd Quarter 2021 Cost Share ’ :
Gunnsion County Clerk and Recorder Office Expenses 26.00
Upper Gunnison River Water 8 418.00
Conservancy District 4th Quarter 2021 Cost Share ’ )
TOTAL EXPENSES FOR APPROVAL $ 15,727.29

\WJUGRWCDSRV\Docs\Master\Financial Files\Financial Spreadsheets\2022 Spreadsheets\WAE Expenses for

Approval.xlsx
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Meridian Lake Reservoir Update
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UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER ACTIVITY ENTERPRISE
BUDGET January 1 - December 31, 2022

REVENUE
Water Contract Sales
Annual Assessments
Interest on Investments
Miscellaneous
TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSES
Operating Expenses
Administrative Salaries
Staff Salaries
Payroll Taxes
Employee Benefits
Audit & Accounting
Utilities and Association Dues
Bonding and Insurance
Office Telephone
Office Equipment
Administrative Travel & Expenses
Office Expenses
Postage
Legal Publication
Board of Directors’ Expenses
Meeting Expenses
Election Expenses
Board of Directors' Mileage
Reservoir Insurance
General Engineering
Dam Operations and Maintenance
Total Operating Expenses
Non-operating Expenses
Water Supply Acquisition
Capital Improvements
Total Non-operating Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES
Revenue Over (Under) Expenses

Contribution to Capital Reserve

(lines in bold & italics are cost-shared items)

Base units sold to date:

Assessment per sold base unit (640)
for operating expenses

Assessment per total base unit (976)
for capital reserve

Total Annual Assessment per Base Unit

2020 2021 2021 2022
ACTUAL BUDGET YTD BUDGET
$ 42,167 $ - $ 252,934 ¢ .

31,291 33,183 34,603 34,290

287 850 47 47

$ 73,746 34,033 §$ 287,584 § 34,337

$ 13,509 14,077 $ 14,076 $ 15,119

5,490 6,871 8,141 7,320

1,373 1,628 1,514 1,744

2,813 3,542 3,413 3,558

257 335 294 335

617 597 505 692

463 458 475 535

114 317 337 317

1,657 1,792 1,246 959

270 981 314 847

1,118 852 1,408 1,048

150 97 100

53 30 26 30

235 535 129 669

44 156 61 156

28 98 40 98

563 563 563 563

105 200 66 200

$ 28,709 33,182 § 32,705 $ 34,290
$ - - $ - 3 -
$ - - $ - $ -

$ 28,709 33,182 § 32,705 § 34,290

$ 45,036 851 §$ 254,879 § 47

$ 4,487 4,652 $ 4652 $ 4,822

640

$ 53.58

$ 4.27

$ 57.85



UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER ACTIVITY ENTERPRISE
BUDGET January 1 - December 31, 2022

We, the undersigned officers of the Board of Directors of the WATER ACTIVITY ENTERPRISE
of the Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District, do hereby certify that the above
and foregoing is a true copy of the 2021 Water Activity Enterprise Budget for said District

as adopted by the Board of Directors on January 24, 2022

Michelle Pierce, President

ATTEST:

John Perusek, Secretary_
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Miscellaneous Matters
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Summary of Meeting Action Items



WAE AGENDA ITEM 9

Adjournment
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