Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District

210 West Spencer Avenue, Suite B ¢ Gunnison,
Colorado 81230Telephone (970) 641-6065
www.ugrwcd.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AGENDA — ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, June 27, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.
UGRWCD Offices, 210 W. Spencer Ave, Suite B, Gunnison, CO 81230
ZOOM LINK:
https://usO2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpc-6gpzliHdVW3E9OJIM3Lb6ubgAIf8MD

MISSION STATEMENT

To be an active leader in all issues affecting the water resources of the Upper Gunnison River Basin.

5:30 p.m.
5:31 p.m.

5:33 p.m.

5:40 p.m.

5:45 p.m.
5:50 p.m.
5:55 p.m.

5:58 p.m.

1. Call to Order
2. Agenda Approval

3. Administration of Oath of Office for Sara Bergstrom, Stacy McPhail,
John Perusek and Andy Spann by Judge Ashley Burgemeister

4. Consent Agenda Items: Any of the following items may be removed
for discussion from the consent agenda at the request of any Board member

or citizen.
e Approval of May 24, 2022 Minutes
e Monthly Budget Summary
e Consideration of Expenses

5. Election of Officers
6. Consideration of Resolution Appointing Financial Officers
7. Re-authorization of Standing Committees

8. Legal and Legislative Matters


http://www.ugrwcd.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpc-6gpzIiHdVW3E9OJ9M3L6ubgAIf8MD_

6:15 p.m. 9. Presentation by Brad Piehl, Forest Hydrologist, J W Associates, Inc.

6:40 p.m. 10. BREAK

7:00 p.m. 11. USGS Harmful Algal Blooms Presentation
7:20 p.m. 12. Basin Water Supply Update

7:30 p.m. 13.  General Manager and Committee Reports

e Treasurer’s Report
e GM Miscellaneous Updates
e Watershed Management Planning Committee
e Grant Program Update
e Wet Meadows Program Update
e Taylor Local User’s Group Update
o June7™ Meeting Summary
e Scientific Endeavors
e Gunnison River Festival

7:45 p.m. 14.  Miscellaneous Matters
e Gunnison Energy Production - Solar Panels
e Current Gunnison River Spreadsheet
e Newspapers and Other Water Articles

7:50 p.m. 15.  Citizens Comments

7:55 p.m. 16. Future Meetings

8:00 p.m. 17.  Summary of Meeting Action Items
8:05 p.m. 18.  Adjournment

Note: This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items or the deletion of items at any time.
All times are approximate. Regular meetings, public hearings, and special meetings are recorded, and action
can be taken on any item. The Board may address individual agenda items at any time or in any order to
accommodate the needs of the Board and the audience. Persons with special needs due to a disability are
requested to call the District at (970) 641-6065 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.



AGENDA ITEM 3

Administration of Oath



’Estrict Court, Gunnison County, State of Colorado
200 E. Virginia Ave

Gunnison, CO 81230 Filadin the Combined Gount
- ) o Gurmison County, Colorado
In Re the Matter of: JUN 0 3 uR
Chrenda Fry
UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER CONSERVANCY Clerk of the Court
DISTRICT

» COURT USE ONLY - ,
Case No: C-6518

Div.;: 2
ORDER OF APPOINTMENT

Pending before the Court are four appointments to the Board. The appointments are for
Division 6, 7, and 8. The terms of Stacy McPhail- Division 6 (Ohio Creek), Andy Spann-
Division 7 (Gunnison River) and two terms, Sara Bergstrom and John Perusek in Division 8
(City of Gunnison). These Board Members have all timely applied for reappointment. There
were no other applications submitted. All four are thanked for their past service and
willingness to server another term.

After conferring with Chief Judge Michael Gonzales of the 12 Judicial District and
others in the community, the Court reappoints Sara Bergstrom, Stacy McPhail, John Perusek,
and Andy Spann.

Dated this 3" day of June 2022.

BY THE COURT:

/J . Steven Patrick, District Court Judge

Xc: UGRWCD, Bergstrom, McPhail, Perusek, Spann, Gunnison Country Times, Crested Butte

News, Hon. Michael Gonzales- Vial mail & email



STATE OF COLORADO )
) S.S. OATH OF OFFICE
COUNTY OF GUNNISON )

|, Sara Bergstrom, do affirm that | will support the constitution of the
United States, the constitution of the state of Colorado, and the laws of the state of
Colorado, and will faithfully perform the duties of the office of Director of the
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District upon which | am about to
enter to the best of my ability.

| do further swear and affirm that | am a citizen of the United States and a
qualified elector of the State of Colorado and reside within the confines of the
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District.

Sara Bergstrom

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27" day of June, 2022 by

Ashley Burgemeister
District Judge



STATE OF COLORADO )
) S.S. OATH OF OFFICE
COUNTY OF GUNNISON )

I, Stacy McPhail, do affirm that | will support the constitution of the United
States, the constitution of the state of Colorado, and the laws of the state of
Colorado, and will faithfully perform the duties of the office of Director of the
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District upon which | am about to enter
to the best of my ability.

| do further swear and affirm that | am a citizen of the United States and a
qualified elector of the State of Colorado and reside within the confines of the
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District.

Stacy McPhail

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27" day of June, 2022 by

Ashley Burgemeister
District Judge



STATE OF COLORADO )
) S.S. OATH OF OFFICE
COUNTY OF GUNNISON )

I, John Perusek, do affirm that I will support the constitution of the United
States, the constitution of the state of Colorado, and the laws of the state of
Colorado, and will faithfully perform the duties of the office of Director of the
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District upon which | am about to enter
to the best of my ability.

| do further swear and affirm that | am a citizen of the United States and a
qualified elector of the State of Colorado and reside within the confines of the
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District.

John Perusek

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27" day of June, 2022 by

Ashley Burgemeister
District Judge



STATE OF COLORADO )
) S.S. OATH OF OFFICE
COUNTY OF GUNNISON )

I, Andy Spann, do affirm that | will support the constitution of the United
States, the constitution of the state of Colorado, and the laws of the state of
Colorado, and will faithfully perform the duties of the office of Director of the
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District upon which | am about to enter
to the best of my ability.

| do further swear and affirm that | am a citizen of the United States and a
qualified elector of the State of Colorado and reside within the confines of the
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District.

Andy Spann

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27" day of June, 2022 by

Ashley Burgemeister
District Judge



AGENDA ITEM 4

Consent Agenda Items



Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Lake City Fire Station
Tuesday May 24, 2022

The Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District (UGRWCD)
conducted a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 24, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. at the Lake City Fire
Station, 131 North Henson Street, Lake City, CO, 81235 and via Zoom video/teleconferencing.

Board members present: Sara Bergstrom (via Zoom), Joellen Fonken (via Zoom), Rebie Hazard
(via Zoom), Stacy McPhail, Julie Nania (via Zoom), Bill Nesbitt, John Perusek, Michelle Pierce,
and Andy Spann (via Zoom).

Board members not present: Rosemary Carroll and Don Sabrowski.
Others Present:

Cindy Dozier

Robert Hurd, Lake San Cristobal Water Activity Enterprise

Sonja Chavez, UGRWCD General Manager

John McClow, UGRWCD General Counsel (via Zoom)

Beverly Richards, UGRWCD Water Resource Specialist

Jill Steele, UGRWCD Accountant

Sue Uerling, UGRWCD Administrative Assistant/Communications Specialist (via Zoom)

1. Call to Order

Board President Michelle Pierce called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

2. Agenda Approval

Bill Nesbitt moved and Stacy McPhail seconded approval of the agenda as circulated. The
motion carried.

3. Consent Agenda ltems

Stacy McPhail moved and Bill Nesbitt seconded approval of the consent agenda items. The
motion carried.

4. Legal and Leqislative Matters




John McClow asked if there were questions on the final, legislative report he provided to the
board. There were no questions.

Before the board for consideration and adoption is a proposed policy regarding endorsements by
directors. It reads: “Unless a director has been appointed by the Board of Directors to represent
the District in another organization, a Director may not identify in any way as a representative of
the District without prior approval from the Board.

Bill Nesbitt moved and John Perusek seconded adoption of the Policy Regarding
Endorsements by Directors. The motion carried.

Bill Nesbitt said sometimes things move fast, and it would be good if a director has something
come up it is good to have the advance time to give the board, or at least staff, a heads-up.

5. Colorado Dust on Snow Program (San Juan Basin), Jeff Derry

Jeff Derry, of the Center for Snow and Avalanche Studies, gave a presentation on dust on snow.
Jeff said that from 2006 to 2022, the daily average melt has gotten 20 days earlier. 2009 was a
record dust on snow year. Northern Colorado is currently a lot wetter than the southern part of

the state.

When he went out to do sampling this month, Mr. Derry reported that there was no snow to be
found in many places that usually have snow in May.

The Rio Grande basin has much more severe dust, going back to early April.

Jeff encouraged the board and public to check out the spreadsheet they have on their website that
gives snow and dust information. Also, drought.gov has images and information.

The Center for Snow and Avalanche Studies is about 15 miles from Hinsdale County, as the
crow flies, so some of their data could be useful for Hinsdale County.

Joellen Fonken asked if atmospheric thirst describes only air, or soils as well. Mr. Derry said
that the evaporative demand in the atmosphere can steal water from plant and soils, especially

those exposed to the atmosphere, as opposed to covered by snow.

6. Basin Water Supply Update

Bev Richards gave a brief update to her May 13, 2022 Basin Water Supply Information report.



Hinsdale County, Ouray County, and Mineral County are all now in severe drought. Saguache
County is half in severe drought and half in extreme drought.

Sixty-four percent of the state is in severe to exceptional drought, up from 48%.
All streamflow gage sites show they have peaked and are all below the historical average. The
exception is the Gunnison River at Whitewater Park gage, which does not have a long period of

record.

Taylor Park Reservoir inflows are now projected to be 87,000 acre-feet, down 3,000 acre-feet
from the May 4, 2022 projection.

7. General Manager, Staff and Committee Updates

Treasurer’s Report: Bill Nesbitt said there is not much to report on. The District is in good
shape. The stock market is not good, but it was up this afternoon. He went to Community First
Bank in Lake City to look into interest rates, which were at about .5%. A certificate of deposit at
the Bank of the West will mature at the end of the year.

Jamie Morgan and Jim Lamenthal are saying that the numbers indicate a correction, not a
recession. Most larger cities are at full employment.

The 10-year bond is at 2.724%. The 2-year bond is at 2.464%, which is odd because it is only 30
basis points lower.

General Manager’s Update: Prehearing Conference Regulation #35: Sonja Chavez said she
recused herself from the recent meeting because she was new and the District had already
submitted a prehearing statement with her name on it. The Homestake Mine has agreed to a
new, temporary modification. The EPA is not supportive and wants a plan of what they will do
to address mine remediation.

Mt. Emmons Mining Company: Coal Creek is attaining the acute aquatic life standard and the
Keystone Mine no longer has predicted compliance issues due to on-site improvements and
recent reclamation work.

Grant Applications Pending & Congressionally Directed Spending (CDS) Requests: Sonja
reported that the U.S. FWS Sagebrush Ecosystem Grant has been awarded at $273,350.

Board action was sought on a bid for roof repair at 210 West Spencer Avenue. John McClow
advised that it is not necessary to go out for a public bid. The bid can be sent directly to roofers,
preferably three of them.



Stacy McPhail authorized the General Manager to contract with the most qualified,
reliable, and financially feasible company. Bill Nesbitt seconded. The motion carried.

Water Roundup 2022 Conference Planning Update: Sonja Chavez said that the conference will
take place on Thursday, June 9 from noon — 9:00 p.m. at the IBar Ranch. She asked Michelle
Pierce if she would open the conference, speak about the UGRWCD, and introduce George
Sibley. Michelle agreed.

Watershed Management Planning: Sonja said that a complication with the wetlands assessment
is that the State is doing a wetlands mapping update. We are going back and forth on whether
we can do something in advance of the wetlands assessment or perhaps at a higher level to
complement the process. Or do we just put it on a lists of action items in the basin. We have lost
52% of wetlands.

Bill Nesbitt asked if there is data available that takes that 52% and calculate the effect on water
availability. Sonja said that there are people doing work on that.

Wet Meadows: Bill Nesbitt asked if Cheryl Cwelich can give an approximation of acreage that
has been affected. Sonja said she will be able to very soon.

“Water Roundup” 2022 Conference: The first annual Water Roundup will take place Thursday,
June 9, from 12:00 — 9:00 p.m. Michelle Pierce will open the conference, make some brief
remarks, and introduce George Sibley. Stacy McPhail will discuss the role of conservation
easements in the preservation of agriculture and protection of water resources. Becky Mitchell,
CWCB Executive Director, will be in attendance, possibly presenting over the noon hour. There
will be a bonfire and fireside chat. The CRWCD is a conference sponsor and they will give a
“state of the river” update as part of it. Newspaper ads are running this week. Conference
registration is $50 per person including all meals. Just the evening barbecue can be purchased
for $10 for each additional guest.

Taylor Local User’s Group Update - May 5, 2022 meeting summary: Sonja said that the Four
Parties meeting took place in May. The recommended schedule of releases by the Taylor Local
Users Group was approved at the meeting. Conversations have been getting tougher as we get
into drought years. Ernie Cockerel and the UGRWCD do not agree on interpretation of the
stipulation. Taylor is not going to be used as a storage vessel in dry years. We were hoping to
have some extra water in September, but that most likely will not happen.

Education & Outreach Committee - May 6, 2022 meeting summary: Bill Nesbitt said he had
nothing to add to the report in the packets. Approximately half the education and outreach
budget has been spent so far this year.



Stacy McPhail said that the Gunnison Cattlewomen put on Ag Venture Day for Gunnison and
Crested Butte students from grades K through 5. Bev Richards and Sue Uerling kindly
volunteered to come to assist, using the Conservation District’s water trailer as a teaching tool 16
times in 1 day. The UGRWCD paid for new tires, tarp, chock blocks, and cover for the tires.
The Education Committee decided to put money into Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory’s
science education day for grades 3-5 grades. The cost is $1250 for the event and $750 to the
school to transport the children.

Stacy said the Cattlewomen have been trying to figure out how to best reach out to Lake City
children. She said she could bring the water trailer to Lake City to do a demonstration for the
school children. Michelle will give Stacy a contact number to call.

Scientific Endeavors: Rosemary Carroll was not in attendance. Bev Richards said that ASO
flights were scheduled for May 18 and 19 in the East and Taylor Rivers. They may have been
grounded on the 19", due to weather.

Sonja Chavez said that $200,000 in funding to study harmful algal blooms was obtained from
Gunnison County. Additional funding is being sought, including from the CRWCD’s grant
program.

Gunnison Basin Roundtable Update:

Bill Nesbitt moved and Stacy McPhail seconded to appoint General Manager Sonja Chavez
as the Upper Gunnison representative to the Gunnison Basin Roundtable. The motion
carried.

Gunnison River Festival Update: Joellen Fonken said that this year, there will be 4 hours of
Gunnison River Festival activities at Lake San Cristobal on Sunday, June 12, in conjunction with

the Lake Fork Valley Conservancy.

8. Miscellaneous Matters

Sonja Chavez said that the Executive Committee was not able to meet in April. Due to the
Water Roundup, the Gunnison River Festival, and vacations, it would make sense to push that
out until July. The board agreed.

Board members with expiring terms need to submit letters of interest to the judge by this Friday,
May 27, 2022.

9. Citizens Comments




Grant Houston, of Silver World Newspaper, said he is glad to attend the meeting and to see the
board here in Lake City.

10. Future Meetings

The Colorado Water Congress conference will take place in Steamboat Springs later this year.
The District’s annual audit site visit will take place May 31 — June 3, 2022.

TLUG meeting: June 7 at 9:30 a.m.

UGRWCD Water Roundup at IBar Ranch: June 9 - 10, 2022.

20" Anniversary of the Gunnison River Festival: June 10 - 12, 2022.

Watershed Management Planning Committee: July 12 at 1:30 p.m.

11. Summary of Meeting Action Items

Follow up with Rebecca Hall at the school.

Schedule Executive Committee meeting in July.

Add policy regarding endorsements by directors board policies.
Michelle and Sonja: Letter regarding Sonja’s appointment to the GBRT.

12. Adjournment

Board president Michelle Pierce adjourned the May 24, 2022 meeting at 2:43 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

John Perusek, Secretary

APPROVED:

Michelle Pierce, President



2:59 PM

06/17/22
Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District - 2022 Budget Summary
May 22 Jan-May 22 2022 Budget % of Budget
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Asp Water Sales 1,914.05 19.421.69 22,510.00 86.28%
Cloud Seeding Income 0.00 23,750.00 92,750.00 25.61%
Interest Income 17.04 2,621.36 20,000.00 13.11%
Property Tax Income 339,196.65 1,146,158.60  1,609,542.00 71.21%
Reimbursed Exp Income
GRF Reimbursed Income -416.97 -613.84
LSC Reimbursed Income 0.00 0.00
Misc Income 46.69 12419 1,000.00 12.42%
UGRAWE 4.46% OpX Reimbursed Inc 0.00 18,134.00 33,297.00 54.46%
Reimbursed Exp Income - Other 0.00 0.00
Total Reimbursed Exp Income -370.28 17,644.35 34,297.00 51.45%
Taylor-CWRPDA Hydro Income 0.00 0.00
Unspent Funds from Previous Yr 0.00 0.00 9,372.00 0.0%
Watershed Mgmt Income
CRWCD CFP2021-15 Grant Inc 0.00 35,430.75
CWCB 2019-2891 $150,000 0.00 52,697.97 40,000.00 131.75%
CWCB 2020-2113 $31,507 0.00 0.00 16,000.00 0.0%
CWCB 2022-2085 $180,000 0.00 8,100.00
NPS 2021-4821 Grant Inc 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
TU Restore Grant Inc 0.00 8,000.00 40,000.00 20.0%
Watershed Restore Program Inc 0.00 0.00 135,500.00 0.0%
WMP CWCB PO TBD Inc 0.00 0.00 150,000.00 0.0%
Watershed Mgmt Income - Other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
Total Watershed Mgmt Income 0.00 104,228.72 381,500.00 27.32%
Wet Meadows Income
BLM L17AC00255 0.00 0.00 134,666.00 0.0%
BLM L12AC00207 Silt 0.00 0.00 46,000.00 0.0%
NFWF Landscape 0.00 149,637.00
NFWF Phase Il Grant Income 0.00 0.00 107,400.00 0.0%
NRCS Grant Income 0.00 0.00
Wet Meadows BLM Grant Inc 0.00 0.00
WM USFS PA 18 Inc 0.00 0.00
Wet Meadows Income - Other 0.00 0.00
Total Wet Meadows Income 0.00 149,637.00 288,066.00 51.95%
WQ Monitoring Inc 0.00 27,402.00 35,570.00 77.04%
Total Income 340,757 .46 1,490,863.72  2,493,614.00 59.79%
Cost of Goods Sold
Cloud Seeding COST 34.95 68,618.79 0.00 100.0%
COST Grants 0.00 0.00
Cost of Goods Sold 0.00 0.00
CWCB PEPO GBRT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
NPS PO 2021-4821 COST 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
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2:59 PM

06/17/22
May 22 Jan-May 22 2022 Budget % of Budget
UGR&D CRWCD CFP2021-15 COST 0.00 0.00
Watershed COST
2021-15 UG Restoration COST 0.00 0.00
2022-2085 Watershed Restoration 0.00 0.00
CWCB 2022-2085 (Restore) COST 0.00 33,165.75
CWCB 2019-2891 COST 0.00 6,266.25 0.00 100.0%
CWCB 2020-2113 COST 0.00 5,000.00 0.00 100.0%
CWCB PO 2019 2891 COST 0.00 0.00
CWCB WirShed Restore Grant COST 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
TU Restore Grant COST 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
UGR&D CRWCD CFP202 COST 0.00 0.00
Watershed COST - Other 0.00 0.00
Total Watershed COST 0.00 44,432.00 0.00 100.0%
Wet Meadows COST
BLM Coop L17AC00255 COST 0.00 1,363.59 0.00 100.0%
BLM L12AC00207 COST 0.00 0.00
BLM L19AC00207 Silt COST 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
CPW HPP COST 0.00 0.00
CPW Wetlands Grant COST 0.00 0.00
NFWF Phase || COST 3,836.15 21,503.07 0.00 100.0%
NRCS Grant Exp COST 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
USFS PA-2 17-PA COST 0.00 489.03 0.00 100.0%
USFS SPA 2018 COST 1,681.83 1,914.71 0.00 100.0%
Wet Meadows COST - Other 0.00 0.00
Total Wet Meadows COST 5,517.98 25,270.40 0.00 100.0%
WQ Monitoring COST 0.00 28,942.00
Total COGS 5,552.93 167,263.19 0.00 100.0%
Gross Profit 335,204.53 1,323,600.53  2,493,614.00 53.08%
Expense
1 Op X
Audit and Accounting 703.75 3,655.25 7,500.00 48.74%
Bad Debts 0.00 0.00
Board Expenses 0.00 3,317.03 15,000.00 22.11%
Board Mtg Fees 980.00 5,860.00 13,360.00 43.86%
BOD Mileage 96.54 674.20 2,200.00 30.65%
Bonding and Insurance 13,103.90 13,504.90 12,003.00 112.51%
Building Rep/Maint 0.00 -12,343.57 10,000.00 -123.44%
Computer Exp 0.00 1,919.98
Computer, Internet, Lexis 1,143.80 3,529.64
Contribution-Endangered Fish 0.00 0.00
Copier Expenses 176.44 403.27
County Treasurers' Fees 10,282.31 33.311.69 46,237.00 72.05%
Donation RMBL Weather 0.00 0.00
Donation Selenium Program 0.00 0.00
Dues, Memberships&Subscriptions 0.00 1,847.49 5,222.00 35.38%
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2:59 PM
06/17/22

Election Expenses
Legal Publication
Manager's Discretionary
Meeting Expenses
Office Equipment Exp
Office Supplies & Misc Expenses
Payroll Exp
Admin.Travel & Exp.
CRA Retirement Plan
Medical Insurance
Payroll Taxes
Salaries - Admin
Salaries - Staff
Staff Development
Work Comp Ins
Payroll Exp - Other
Total Payroll Exp
Postage
Public Qutreach
Donation GRF
Internship
Mini-Grants
Public Ed./Advertising
Youth Conservation Corps
Public Qutreach - Other
Total Public Outreach
Publications
RICD Exp
Software Exp
Telephone
Utilities, Clean, Condo Dues
Vehicle Expenses - Toyota Highl
1 Op X - Other

Total 1 Op X
2 Non-Op X

Asp Subordination Report
Aspinall Contract Costs
Consulting/Engineering
Contribution to Reserve Fund
Donation Dust on Snowpack
Endanger Fish Recovery Program
Legal Fees/Projects

LSC Expenses

RMBL (Basinwide Planning X)
RWSI Expense

May 22 Jan-May 22 2022 Budget % of Budget
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
115.02 6,058.78 6,000.00 100.98%
43.96 721.49 3,000.00 24.05%
254,36 1.161.91 3,500.00 33.2%
526.44 4,718.44 21,500.00 21.95%
2,094.43 16,031.77 21,250.00 75.44%
1,798.43 9,979.14 19,000.00 52.52%
2,721.55 13.607.75 32,659.00 41.67%
5,019.97 25,340.48 34,425.00 73.61%
3,541.82 17,9230.10 39,092.00 45.87%
28,250.00 141,250.00 339,000.00 41.67%
17,889.92 89,027.68 164,117.00 54.25%
0.00 326.00 9.,000.00 3.62%
1,331.00 3,485.00 3,700.00 94.19%

0.00 0.00
60,552.69 300,946.15 640,993.00 46.95%
0.00 874.84 1,500.00 58.32%
-416.97 10,083.03 10,500.00 96.03%
175.84 1,067.60 800.00 133.45%
0.00 0.00 2,500.00 0.0%
2,203.65 18,387.98 28.140.00 65.35%
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%

0.00 0.00
1,962.52 29,538.61 41,940.00 70.43%

150.29 274.90

0.00 0.00

120.00 832.29
582.56 3,859.00 7.110.00 54.28%
2,505.69 7.325.44 15,516.00 47.21%
86.00 348.36 4,525.00 7.7%

0.00 0.00
95,480.70 428,371.86 878,356.00 48.77%
0.00 4,392.50 5,000.00 87.85%
0.00 18,845.65 18,550.00 101.59%
470.00 3,883.39 15,000.00 25.89%

0.00 0.00

0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 3,000.00 0.0%

0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 13,464.00 0.0%
0.00 0.00 421,500.00 0.0%
28.99 35,621.54 729,566.00 4.88%
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2:59 PM
06/17/22

RWSI Grant Program
Spencer Ave Res Exp
Taylor Park Projects Exp
Taylor River Modeling Exp
Watershed Mgmt X
Wetl Meadow X
WQ Monitoring
2 Non-Op X - Other
Total 2 Non-Op X
SUSPENSE
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Other Income/Expense
Other Income
Other Expense
Contingency
Depreciation Expenses
Total Other Expense
Net Other Income
Net Income

May 22 Jan-May 22 2022 Budget % of Budget
42,837.12 96,487.12
0.00 0.00 10,000.00 0.0%
0.00 7.436.00 7.,436.00 100.0%
0.00 13,369.57
4,427.00 38,779.25
0.00 38.08
0.00 10,000.00 149,691.00 6.68%
0.00 0.00
47,763.11 228,853.10  1,373,207.00 16.67%
0.00 0.00
143,243.81 657,22496  2,251,563.00 29.19%
191,260.72 666,375.57 242,051.00 275.3%
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0%
0.00 0.00 24,000.00 0.0%
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 24,000.00 0.0%
0.00 0.00 -24,000.00 0.0%
191,960.72 666,375.57 218,051.00
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BANK AND BOND BALANCES - UGRWCD and UGRWAE

UGRWCD Instrument Balance Cost Interest Maturity Date
Account Name Type 5/31/2022 Basis Rate Date Callable
LPL Bond 27 CUSIP 91282CDRY Treasury Note BOND S 389,937.20 S 394,461.19 0.750% 12/31/2023
LPL Bond 17 (FHLB) CUSIP 91282CDH1 Treasury Note BOND 195,742.81 204,335.35 0.750% 11/15/2024
LPL 19 Pac. Western CD thru LPL CUSIP 69506 YRJ O CD 243,635.10 245,000.00 1.200% 4/17/2023
LPL Bond 20 (FHLB) CUSIP 3130 AJLA 5 BOND 518,254.55 550,000.00 0.750% 5/19/2025
LPL Bond 21 (Fed Farm) CUSIP 3133 EL3P7 BOND 320,982.82 345,000.00 0.530% 8/12/2025 8/12/2022
LPL 22 Merrick Bank CD thru LPL CUSIP 59013KLR5 CcD 232,680.78 249,000.00 0.350% 12/30/2024
LPL Bond 23 (FEDL) CUSIP 3130ALLD4 BOND 232,006.00 250,000.00 0.875% 3/17/2026 9/17/2021
LPL Money Market Account MM. 23,239.51 - 0.010% N/A
LPL Bond 24 CUSIP 3130AMDY5 Fedl Home Loan Bank BOND 444,543.50 500,000.00 1.000% 5/20/2026 5/20/2022
LPL CD 25 Sallie Mae Bank CUSIP 795451 AA1 CcD 233,137.83 245,000.00 0.550% 7/22/2024
LPL 246 (Fed. Home Loan Banks) CUSIP 3130 APBE4 BOND 146,405.40 160,000.00 1.000% 9/30/2026 9/30/2022
LPL 28 Freddie Mac CUSIP 3134 GXQP2 BOND 199.864.40 200,000.00 3.030% 4/28/2025 7/18/2022
Mountain View Bank Money Market M.M. 104,454.02 3/27/2023
Bank of the West Checking CHKG 1,447.57 0.010% N/A
Bank of the West CD 044907721 CcD 105,411.54 0.350% 12/22/2022
Community Banks of Colo. CD 0420 CcD 51,564.17 0.400% 9/26/2022
Community Banks of Colo. Lake City CD # 7648 cD 104,170.48 0.500% 5/20/2023
Community Banks of Colo. CD 6106 cD 91,718.12 0.950% 6/20/2022
10520 Gunnison Bank & Trust CD 6637 cD 200,000.00 1.900% 2/26/2025
10540 Gunnison Bank & Trust - Spencer Ave. Res. 3589 CHKG 50,110.71 0.150% N/A
101140 Gunnison Savings & Loan CD 5011 CcD 110,320.21 1.750% 8/10/2022
101149 Gunnison Savings & Loan CD 9413 cb 152,474.84 2.050% 10/18/2024
10295 COLOTRUST PLUS+ COLO. 956,031.57 0.9099% N/A
10290 COLOTRUST PRIME COLO. 168,267.01 0.6490% N/A
10200 Pefty Cash PETTY 100.00 N/A N/A
TOTAL UGRWCD $ 5,298,502.34
UGRWAE Balance Interest Maturity

Account Name 5/31/2022 Rate Date
Bank of the West Checking CHKG S 106,314.49 N/A N/A
COLOTRUST PLUS+ COLo. 365,076.44 0.9099% N/A
TOTAL UGRWAE S 471,391.13

TOTAL UGRWCD + UGRWAE

Total UGRWCD and UGRWAE by Bank

$ 5,769,893.47

Total UGRWCD & UGRWAE by Investment Type

LPL Financial (Was Sigma)
Mountain View Bank

Bank of the West
Community Banks of Colo.
Gunnison Bank & Trust
Gunnison Savings & Loan
COLOTRUST

Petty Cash

TOTAL ALL BANKS

$ 3,200,432.10 55%
106,454.02 2%
213,173.80 4%
247,452.77 4%
250,110.71 4%
262,795.05 5%

1.489,375.02 26%
100.00 0%
$ 5,769.893.47 100%

CcD
Checking
Savings

COLOTRUST
Petty Cash

Bonds
Total

26% $1,525,113.07
2% 107,762.26
3% 179,804.24
26% 1,489,375.02
0% 100.00
43% $2,447,738.88
100%  $ 5,769,893.47




UGRWCD & UGRWAE INVESTMENTS BY TYPE

cD 26% $1,525,113.07
Checking 2% 107,762.26
Savings 3% 179,804.24
COLOTRUST 26% 1,489,375.02
Petty Cash 0% 100.00
Bonds 43% $2,467,738.88
Total 100% $5,769,893.47

UGRWCD + UGRWAE INVESTMENTS BY TYPE

uCD

m Checking

W Savings
COLOTRUST

W Petty Cash

® Bonds




3:17 PM Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District

06/17/22 Expenses For Approval (Paid & Payable)
Accrual Basis May 25 through June 27, 2022

Date Name Account Amount
May 25 - Jun 27, 22
05/31/2022 Alan Wartes Media LLC Public Ed./Advertising 44,00
05/31/2022 Alan Wartes Media LLC Legal Publication 26.40
05/31/2022 Alan Wartes Media LLC Public Ed./Advertising 273.60
06/02/2022 Alexander C. Baca Internship 918.00
06/16/2022 Atmos Energy Utilities, Clean, Condo Dues 352.04
06/16/2022 Atmos Energy Utilities, Clean, Condo Dues 67.83
05/31/2022 BIO-Logic Inc NFWF Phase Il COST 2,341.90
05/31/2022 BIO-Logic Inc USFS SPA 2018 COST 1,681.83
05/31/2022 City of Gunnison Finance Dept. Utilities, Clean, Condo Dues 152.93
05/31/2022 City of Gunnison Finance Dept. Utilities, Clean, Condo Dues 78.91
05/31/2022 Crested Butte News Public Ed./Advertising 50.00
05/31/2022 Crested Butte News Public Ed./Advertising 291.52
05/31/2022 Crested Butte News Legal Publication 11.62
06/01/2022 GL Computer Service, Inc. Computer, Internet, Lexis 400.00
05/31/2022 Glatfelter Public Practice Bonding and Insurance 11,393.00
05/31/2022 Hartman Brothers, inc. RWSI Expense 28.99
05/25/2022 Jill Steele Medical Insurance 615.90
06/16/2022 Jill Steele Medical Insurance 615.90
05/31/2022 John McClow Admin.Travel & Exp. 231.66
06/16/2022 John McClow Medical Insurance 250.50
05/31/2022 KEJJ Radio Public Ed./Advertising 185.00
05/31/2022 Kim Antonucci Audit and Accounting 543.75
05/31/2022 KVLE FM Public Ed./Advertising 150.00
06/16/2022 Midnight Marketing Solutions LLC Public Outreach 225.00
06/17/2022 QuickBooks Payroll Service Payroll Taxes 1.75
06/16/2022 Renee Rondeau USFS SPA 2018 COST 5,943.00
05/31/2022 RigNet Inc Cloud Seeding COST 34.95
05/31/2022  Silver World Pubilishing Public Ed./Advertising 80.00
05/31/2022 Silver World Publishing Legal Publication 52.80
06/16/2022 Spencer Avenue Business Park Condo Assoc  Utilities, Clean, Condo Dues 550.00
05/31/2022 The Paper Clip Office Supplies & Misc Expenses 134.52
05/31/2022  Trout Unlimited - WMP Watershed Mgmt X 2,762.00
05/31/2022 Verizon Wireless Telephone 310.04
May 25 - Jun 27, 22 30,799.34
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Upper Gunnison District: Wet Meadows
Consultant Monthly Project Progress Report

Report Date: 4-30-22 Invoice Approved C. Cwelich

Consultant/Contract Number: UG2021-027

Invoice Number: 4130

Invoice Amount: $ 4.023.73

Project Performance Period: 04-04-22 thru 04-30-22
Report Prepared by: Shawn Conner, BIO-Logic, Inc.

Contract: UG2021-027
Budget Line ltem #46

Apply to Grants:
USFS: $1,681.83

PROJECT ACCOMPLISHMENTS (THIS REPORTING PERIOD):  NFWF: $2.541.90
o Task 1 — USFS Horn Gulch and Flat Top field reviews.

e Task 2 — Conducted site visit of Kezar Basin site; and conducted design visit to Cerro de Orme project site in
Cerro-Simms subpopulation to design priority work for 2022, mapped access and material staging possibilities,
took design data and transmitted plans to project team.

® Task 3 — None this reporting period

e Task 4 — Participated in planning and overall vision meeting with UGRWCD; USFS, CPW, BLM and project

partners. Also held meeting with Cheryl to discuss long term planning and media potential outreach.
Difficulties Encountered / Corrective Action / Etc.: 3“’ Rec. & S DLMdn Cka, /V
Problem(s) / Changes: gr.Appr___ Amt. Appr,
® None Bd. Appr. Date_______Bd. Initials
Pd. Date

Account(s) (0] Ter{, %

Resolution / Corrective Action Plan & Schedule:
e None P

i

ACTIVITY ANTICIPATED (NEXT REPORTING PERIOD): (May 2022)
e Task 1 - Pinyon Mesa and Bohr Flats Planning and Layout; USFS South Cottonwood
¢ Task 2 -BLM Upper Willow; CPW Miller Ranch, USFS Flat Top Planning and review.
o Task 3 —Plug and Spread Contractor field review
o Task 4 — Scheduled planning meetings with partners to discuss data collection standards
BUDGET SUMMARY (Example only, please incorporate project specific tasks):

Current Previous Contract Projected
Task Description Budget Expenditures | Expenditures Balance Completion Date
Field review to identify sites $1,681.83 | $2,333.84 $28,593.33 |’
1 $ 32,609
2 | Develop Plans and Designs $53,120 |$1,689.85 | $6,932.98 |$ 44,497.17
Supervise work crews, volunteers, | 5 59,357 ¢ ¢ $15,314.23 [S 44,042.77
3 | and contractors
Overall planning meetings $8718 [$652.05 |$3592.46 S4,473.49
4
Totals 153,804 $4,023.73 |$28,173.51/5 121,606.76

Requested Budget Amendments & Rationale: None

Requested Contract Amendment & Rationale: None

ﬂm@l«.\

Shawn Conner (BIO-Logic, Inc), Signature & Date: 04-30-22

Wet Meadows Supervising Coordinator, Signature of Approval & Date:




SALESPERSON  JOB

PAYMENT TERMS DUE DATE

Due on Receipt

QUANTITY DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE LINE TOTAL

6 Hobo MX2203 Tidbit Loggers $143.31 $859.90

1 Flat Top Vegetation Analysis $5,800 $5800

Date Reg. = L addn. i, @%

Mgr. Appr. Amt.

Bd. Appr. Date Bd. itials

ApP.

Pd. Date Chst

Account(s)

Subtotal 5943.00

Sales Tax -
Total 5943.00

Approved for Payment by CC

Budget Line Item: 46 Regional Water Supply
Improvement Program (Wet Meadows Program)

Funding Source:

USFS Funding Agreement: 18-PA-11020407-021




Viasat*

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy
District

210 W. Spencer Ave

Suite B

Gunnison, CO 81230

United States

Invoice 202205 472
Date 31 May, 2022
Account C201008

Remittance should be mailed to:
RigNet, Inc.

P. O. BOX 941629

Houston, TX 77094

Phone: +1 281 674 0683
Email: ar@rig.net

Airtime Period 1 May - 31 May 2022

Summary
Total Airtime and Fees this Period

Total Amount This Invoice

usb 34.95
UsD 34.95

Terms: Net30

Please include Invoice Number and Account Number with your payment

For Wire Transfers, please remit to:
Bank Name: Bank of America

Acct Name: RigNet, Inc.

Account No: 488025116355

SWIFT # BOFAUS3NABA

Routing # 026009593ABA

ACH# 111000025

Pay Online:
https://www.rig.net/payment-center

Date Rec. (22271 addn. Cra.

Mgr. Appr. Amt. Appr.
Bd. Appr. Date Bd. Initials

Pd. Date Cb__
Accwntm A k|
-— [ w N E_e Fany L\—’(

Summary per Product

Product Charge Type

OrbCommIDP Subscription Fee

Amount (USD)

33.00



Page 2/4 C201008 Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District 31 May 2022

OrbCommiDP Other 1.95
Total for OrbCommiDP 34.95

Total charges (excl tax) for this invoice 34.95



TROUT UNLIMITED
Jesse Kruthaupt

604 Elsa CT

970-209-0976
jkruthaupt@tu.org

TO:

Sonja Chavez

Upper Gunnison River Water Conservancy District
210 West Spencer

Gunnison, CO 81230

INVOICE #: 11
DATE OF INVOICE: MAY 30, 2021

INVOICE

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLANNING PHASE II
PERIOD 2/25/22 - 6/1/2022

70

20-002—

DESCRIPTION QUANTITY $:;;:r In-kind Paid
Task 4 (Ohio): Lone Pine site visits and landowner 45
coordination, Gleason/Otis Moore coordination 16 $450 $270
Task 1 (Ohio): Stakeholder call/emails 10 45 $450 $0
Task 2 (Taylor):Stakeholder outreach doc review AMG 10 45 $450 0
Task 1: (Tomichi): Issues ID/Watershed health, Cochetopa, 45
Fire Hazard/Geo Fluvial assessment 12 $270 $270
Task 2: (Tomichi): Lost Miner/Tomichi Meadows (McCanne 45
No 2 & 3) Middle Tomichi wetland/flood irrigation
improvements with PFW, Hannah Winters Diversion, Quartz 25 $270 $1125
Creek Bosshart, Quartz Creek Mike Field Chitterdon Ditch,
Hot Springs Reservoir Gate design coordination,
Task (2) Gunnison — Home Ditch, Marshal 1 Slone/Cranor 45
City of Gunnison, WSC, 17 $0 $765
Task 7 Admin: (Gunnison) WMP meetings, invoicing 1 45 $0 $45
Task 7 Admin: (Ohio) WMP meetings, invoicing reporting. 2 45 $0 $45
Task 7 Admin: (Tomichi) WMP Meeting, reporting 2 45 $0 $45
Travel Ohio 2 45 $90 $0
Travel Taylor 0 45 $0 $0
Travel Tomichi 3 45 $0 $135
Travel Gunnison 0 45 $0 $0
Travel Cebolla 0 45 $0 $0
Milage 504 .575 $228 $62
Total $2,208 $2762 .
Thank you, please make Checks payable to Trout Unlimited

Date Roc._Cc 27 Adén, Cid, W

Mgr. Appr. At Appr_

Bd. Appr. Dats Bd. nitlale

Pd. Date

Account(s)_[.{ |

[

3




AGENDA ITEM 5§
Election of Officers



AGENDA ITEM 6

Appointment of Financial Officers



Resolution 2022-02

| HEREBY CERTIFY that | am the duly elected and qualified Secretary of the Upper
Gunnison River Water Conservancy District and the keeper of the records and seal of
said District and the following is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted at a
regular meeting of the Board of Directors of said District held in accordance with the By-
Laws of said District on the 27" day of June 2022.

“Whereas, on July 12, 1993, the Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison River
Water Conservancy District (The Board) designated Community Banks of Colorado —
Gunnison, Community Banks of Colorado — Crested Butte, Gunnison Savings and Loan,
Community First Banks (now Bank of the West), First National Bank of Lake City, now
known as Community Banks of Colorado, and First National Banks of Colorado
depositories of the District and that funds so deposited may be withdrawn upon a check,
draft, note or order of the District; and

“Whereas, on August 23, 2004, the Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison
River Water Conservancy District (The Board) designated Gunnison Bank and Trust a
depository of the District and that funds so deposited may be withdrawn upon a check,
draft, note or order of the District; and

“Whereas, on May 22, 2006, the Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison River
Water Conservancy District (The Board) designated Colotrust a depository of the District
and that funds so deposited may be withdrawn upon a check, draft, note or order of the
District; and

“Whereas, on January 26, 2009, the Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison
River Water Conservancy District (The Board) designated Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. a
depository of the District and that funds so deposited may be withdrawn upon a check,
draft, note or order of the District; and

“Whereas, on May 18, 2009, the Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison River
Water Conservancy District (The Board) designated First National Bank of Paonia,
Alpine Bank, Montrose Bank, First Southwest Bank, and First Colorado National Bank
depositories of the District and that funds so deposited may be withdrawn upon a check,
draft, note or order of the District; and

“Whereas, on October 27, 2014, the Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison
River Water Conservancy District (The Board) designated NuVista Federal Credit Union
of Gunnison, Colorado a depository of the District and that funds so deposited may be
withdrawn upon a check, draft, note or order of the District; and

“Whereas, on January 19, 2015, the Board of Directors of the Upper Gunnison
River Water Conservancy District (The Board) designated Sigma Financial Corporation
(now LPL Financial) a depository of the District and that funds so deposited may be
withdrawn upon a check, draft, note or order of the District; and



“Whereas, on July 12, 1993, the Board designated those persons authorized to
sign and countersign checks, drafts, notes or orders for the payment of money in the same
name of the District, and on subsequent dates has amended the list of designated persons;
and

“Whereas, the Board desires to further amend the list of persons authorized to
sign and countersign checks, drafts, notes or orders for the payment of money in the
name of the District.

“Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that all the checks, drafts, notes, or orders
drawn against the District’s accounts with said Bank be signed by any two of the
following:

NAME TITLE

Board President
Board Vice-President
Board Secretary
Board Treasurer
Sonja Chavez General Manager

whose signatures shall be duly certified to said Bank, and that no checks, drafts, notes or
orders drawn against said Bank shall be valid unless so signed.

“Be It Further Resolved, that said Bank is hereby authorized to honor and pay any
checks, drafts, notes or orders so drawn, whether such checks, drafts, notes or orders be
payable to the order of any such person signing and/or countersigning said checks, drafts,
notes or orders, or any of such persons in their individual capacities or not, and whether
such checks, drafts, notes or orders are deposited to the individual credit of the person so
signing and/or countersigning said checks, drafts, notes or orders, or to the individual
credit of any other officers or not. This resolution shall take effect June 27, 2022, and
will continue in force until further written notification to said Bank.

In witness Whereof, the undersigned President and Secretary have caused
the seal of said District to be hereto affixed this 27" day of June, 2022.

, Secretary , President



AGENDA ITEM 7

Re-authorization of Standing Committees



UPPER GUNNISON RIVER WATER CONSERVANCY
DISTRICT

STANDING COMMITTEES
2021-2022
Revised January 6, 2022

Education Committee: Chair — Bill Nesbitt, Rosemary Carroll, Joellen Fonken, Stacy
McPhail, Sonja Chavez, Beverly Richards

Executive Committee: Chair — Michelle Pierce — President; Stacy McPhail — Vice President;
Bill Nesbitt — Treasurer; John Perusek — Secretary

Finance Committee: Chair - Bill Nesbitt, Rebie Hazard, Michelle Pierce, John Perusek, Sonja
Chavez, Jill Steele

Grant Committee: Chair — Joellen Fonken, Rebie Hazard, Andy Spann, Rosemary Carroll,
Julie Nania, Sonja Chavez, Beverly Richards, Cheryl Cwelich

Legislative Committee: Chair — Michelle Pierce, Rebie Hazard, Julie Nania, Andy Spann,
John McClow, Sonja Chavez

Projects Committee: Bill Nesbitt, Sara Bergstrom, Rosemary Carroll, John Perusek, Don
Sabrowski, John McClow, Sonja Chavez, Beverly Richards

Water Administration Committee: Joellen Fonken, Rebie Hazard, Andy Spann, Michelle
Pierce, John McClow, Sonja Chavez

Watershed Management Planning Committee - Chair — Stacy McPhail, Sara Bergstrom,
Rosemary Carroll, Julie Nania, John McClow, Sonja Chavez, Beverly Richards, Cheryl Cwelich

Revised 220106



AGENDA ITEM 8

Legal and Legislative Matters



Basin Depletion Trends 2019 - 2021

* Depletions:
*  Mainstem Lower Basin + Mexico Depletions = Mead
L+ Mead Evaporation + Mead Releases (releases
serve mainstem CU, evaporation and losses)

DCF Ther Lara
*  Upper Basin Depletions = Uses + CRSPA evaporation, ia
reported in CUEL and UCRC Matural Flow

= Trends:
* Increasing Lower Basin uses 2019 — 2021, despite
Sign ficant conservation and contributions

o Lowiei Hase uses .5_.|_|!_ -:_.f Synch with I":-'“ll"-::'-:"-_l';-'. r|_-':,-|r-;__|
on storage and Lake Powell releases

. :J":I’lr_._.".:__ reduchions in I_.|_:'_|-'_" Hasin 'u_'fl-::_:_lzln'__:
mpacts of drought
= Sources:
*  BOE Lower Basin Water Accounting Reports

I TSR0 ||'J|

* BORCUEL including provisional Data d

= ‘22 May 24 Month Study Most Probable I




AGENDA ITEM 9

Presentation by Brad Piehl,
Forest Hydrologist , JW Associates



AGENDA ITEM 10
BREAK



AGENDA ITEM 11
USGS Presentation



AGENDA ITEM 12
Basin Water Supply Report



MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board Members

FROM: Beverly Richards, Water Resource Specialist
DATE: June 17, 2022

SUBJECT: Basin Water Supply Information

The information supplied as part of this memorandum is a monthly feature and includes information about
drought conditions in the basin, reservoir storage, reservoir operations, dust on snow events, and the Upper
Gunnison Cloudseeding Program.

Drought Conditions:

According to the Drought Monitor at drought.gov as of June 7, 2022, drought conditions have eased
slightly in Colorado with a total of 42% of the state in Severe (D2) to Exceptional (D4) conditions which is
areduction from the May report. Based on current conditions, Extreme and Exceptional drought
conditions have increased in severity, particularly in the southern part of the State.

U.S. Drought Monitor June 7, 2022
(Rel d Thursday, Jun. 9, 2022)
Colorado S VAl s am. 0T

Intensity:

[ ] none

[ ] ooabnomaly Dry

[ ] 041 Moderate Drought
[ b2 severe Drougnt
I o: Extreme Drought
I o+ Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
htips:/droug htmoniforunl edu/About.aspx

Author:

Brad Pugh
CPC/NOAA

USDA
=

droughtmonitor.unl.edu



Drought Conditions — Gunnison County

Drought conditions in Gunnison County have remained basically the same since the middle of May. As of
June 7, 2022, 69% of the county is experiencing Moderate (D1) and 31% is experiencing Severe (D2)
drought conditions, which is a slight increase in the Severe category. At this time last year (2021), 73% of
Gunnison County was experiencing Severe (D2) and 24% of the county was experiencing Extreme drought
conditions. The difference in one year is shown in the table below. Drought.gov indicates that this is the
40™ driest May and the 13" driest year-to-date in Gunnison County in the 128-year records.

Drought Conditions — Gunnison County percentage (June 7, 2022 vs June 8, 2021)

Date None DO D1 D2 D3 D4
June 7, 2022 0 0 68.55 31.45 0 0
June 8, 2021 0 0 2.47 73.35 24.18 0
Difference 0 0 +66.08 -41.90 -24.18 0

U.S. Drought Monitor @ @

Uncompahgre
National
Forest RecreationlAtea

RiolGrande
National
Forest

SanyJuan

U.S. Drought Monitor for Gunnison County

(DO) Abnormally (D1) Moderate (D2) Severe (D3) Extreme (D4) Exceptional
Dry:100.00%  Drought: 100.00% Drought:31.45%  Drought: 0.00%  Drought: 0.00%

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA
Updates Weekly - 06/07/22

The long term drought indicator for Gunnison County shows that conditions could deterrioate with areas
in the county returning to Extreme (D3) and Exceptional (D4) conditions. This is shown in the figure
provided below.




Long-Term Drought Indicator Blend @ M
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D4 (0-2) D3 (2-5) D2 (5-10) D1 (10-20) DO (20-30) (30-70)

Wet Conditions (Percentile Categories)

WO (70-80) W1 (80-90) W2 (90-95) W3 (95-98) W4 (98-100)
Source(s): UC Merced, Climate Engine
Last Updated - 06/09/22

Drought Conditions — Hinsdale County

Drought conditions in Hinsdale County have also remained basically unchanged since the middle of May,
but the entire the county has now moved into the Severe (D2) drought category. As of June 7, 2022, 100%
of the county is experiencing Severe drought conditions. At this time last year (2021), 53% of Hinsdale
County was experiencing Moderate (D1) conditions and 47% of the county was experiencing Severe (D2)
to Extreme (D3) drought conditions. The difference in one year is shown in the table below. Drought.gov
indicates that this is the 15™ driest May and the 5™ driest year-to-date in Hinsdale County in the 128-year
records.



Drought Conditions — Hinsdale County percentage (June 7, 2022 vs June 8, 2021)

Date None D0 D1 D2 D3 D4
June 7, 2022 0 0 0 100 0 0
June 8, 2021 0 0 53.52 4524 1.24 0
Difference 0 0 -53.52 +54.76 -1.24 0

U.S. Drought Monitor 3 m
L
(C]

Uncompahgre G urecant
INational WEHTEL
Forest Recreation Area

RiolGrande
National
Forest,
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National
orest

U.S. Drought Monitor for Hinsdale County

(DO) Abnormally (D1) Moderate (D2) Severe (D3) Extreme (D4) Exceptional
Dry:100.00%  Drought: 100.00% Drought: 100.00% Drought: 0.00%  Drought: 0.00%

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA
Updates Weekly - 06/07/22

The long term drought indicator for Hinsdale County shows that the drought conditions in a good portion
of the county could deterrioate with substantial areas in the county returning to Extreme (D3) and
Exceptional (D4) conditions. This is shown in the figure provided below.



Long-Term Drought Indicator Blend 3 m
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Wet Conditions (Percentile Categories)

WO (70-80) W1 (80-90) W2 (90-95) W3 (95-98) W4 (98-100)
Source(s): UC Merced, Climate Engine
Last Updated - 06/09/22

Drought Conditions — Saguache County

Though conditions in Saguache County have not changed much since the beginning of May, this is the
county that has experienced the biggest change since this time last year. As of June 9, 2022, 100% of the
county is now in Severe (D2) to Extreme (D3) drought conditions, with nearly half of the county in
Extreme (D3) conditions. At this time last year (2021), a third of the county was experiencing no drought
conditions at all and this is reflected in the table below. Drought.gov indicates that this is the 51 driest
May and the 32" driest year-to-date in Saguache County in the 128-year records.



Drought Conditions — Saguache County percentage (June 7, 2022 vs June 8, 2021)

Date None D0 D1 D2 D3 D4
June 7, 2022 0 0 0 58.04 41.96 0
June §, 2021 33.13 27.82 25.45 13.60 0 0
Difference -33.13 -27.82 -25.45 +44.44 +41.96 0

U.S. Drought Monitor @ @

= ' /L

OLORADO

B

!

U.S. Drought Monitor for Saguache County

(DO) Abnormally (D1) Moderate (D2) Severe (D3) Extreme (D4) Exceptional
Dry: 100.00%  Drought: 100.00% Drought: 100.00% Drought:41.96%  Drought: 0.00%

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA
Updates Weekly - 06/07/22

The long term drought indicator for Saguache County shows that the drought conditions in the county
could deterrioate with some areas in the county returning to Exceptional (D4) conditions. However, the
drought indicator also shows that conditions in some parts of the county could improve into the Moderate
(D1) and Abdormally Dry (D0) drought conditions. This is shown in the figure provided below.
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Precipitation

According to the Colorado Climate Center Drought Update, June 15, 2022, the month to date precipitation
shows that all three counties (Gunnison, Hinsdale, and Saguache) have received very little to no
precipitation since the beginning of the month.
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The 1-month precipitation outlook from Drought.gov shows that there is a 33% chance that precipitation in
the area will be below normal. This is shown in the figure below. Many of the forecast centers are still



stating that the monsoon season is approaching which should help conditions but many of them are not
optimistic about that this year.

1-Month Precipitation Outlook: Gunnison County @ NIDIS]
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The figure below incoporates the monsoon season into the 4-week forecast for evaporative demand (EDDI)
which shows that wetter conditions could occur in areas of all three counties. This is what is projected and
the next status update will incoporate the actual conditions as we move into July.
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Dust on Snow (Center for Snow and Avalanche Studies)

According to the Center for Snow and Avalanche Studies as of May 27, the snow season is nearly over
with the bulk of the snowpack melting over a month early in some regions. Streamflows have peaked
particularly in Southern Colorado and in many cases this occurred a month early.

The Center and Colorado Dust on Snow Program (CODOS) will be drafting a summary report for this
unique dusty winter season. The preliminary analyses shows record snow melt rates in April at numerous
SNOTEL sites. For example, at Slumgullion the top three years of average daily loss were 2022, 2018, and
2017 (.23”, .20, and .16” per day respectively). More information will be provided once the summary
report is complete.
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Streamflow

As stated above, streamflows in the Upper Gunnison Basin have peaked and this occurred early for the
year. Streamflows continue to decline as all have decreased since the May status report and all stations are
well below the historical average for this date.

Historical
Station Name May 12 (cfs) | June 15 (cfs) Average
June 15(cfs)
Gunnison River near Gunnison 2,080 1,530 2,578
Gunnison River at Gunnison Whitewater Park 1,970 1,520 2,136
Tomichi Creek at Sargent’s 229 57 200
Tomichi Creek at Gunnison 286 87 486
Taylor River at Taylor Park 278 278 401
Taylor River blw Taylor Park 140 297 352
Slate River abv Baxter Gulch 836 438 558
East River blw Cement Creek 1,470 1,010 1,217
East River at Almont 1,360 974 1,420
Lake Fork blw Lake San Cristobal 309 140 560
Henson Creek at Lake City 312 222 501
Lake Fork at Gateview 632 330 989

Reservoir Storage
As of June 13, current reservoir storage in the entire Gunnison Basin is at 84% of full. The reservoirs in

the Upper Gunnison Basin, Taylor and Blue Mesa, are at 74% and 45% respectively, which is a
considerable increase from May 12" update due to runoff. This is reflected in the tea-cup diagram below.
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Data Current as of:

06/13/2822 Gunnison River Basin, CO
Crustal Paohia i
16670,/175336 15661 /15522 Taulor Park
o5E Full 101% Full 7421106210
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\\...-

Morraw Point
110754,/117029
5% Full

Ridguag Silver Jack Blue Mesa
BEIE0SE2950 1313613000 37 3E76,/527940
a2 Full 101 Full 45% Full

Reservoir storage for the Upper Colorado River Basin is currently at 60% of full and is broken down
below:

* Flaming Gorge — 75% full
* Fontenelle — 57% full

*  Morrow Point — 95% full
*  Blue Mesa — 44% full

* Navajo — 58% full

e Lake Powell —27% full

This is also reflected in the tea-cup diagram provided below. With the anticipated 500,000 acre-feet
release from Flaming Gorge, this could result in a reduction in storage amount for that reservoir to
2,244,358 acre-feet or 61% of full.
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Data Current as of:
B6/13/2022
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Aspinall Unit Operations
This update was provided by the Bureau of Reclamation and is dated June 9, 2022.

The unregulated inflow volume for May into Blue Mesa was 176,837 acre-feet which is 87% of average
for the month. The forecasts are projecting that inflow into Blue Mesa for June-August could be 229,000
acre-feet which is 56% of average unregulated inflow . The total forecasted inflow for WY22 is projected
to be a total of 637,200 acre-feet which is 70% of average based on the rolling average.

Levels in Blue Mesa are gradually increasing, as reflected in the tea-cup diagram above, and is currently at
a 45% of capacity. At the end of the water year, the content is projected to be 295,000 acre-feet of storage
or 35% of capacity. It is also being forecasted that the end of calendar year content will be 247,000 acre-
feet or 29% of full.

As per the update, releases from Crystal Dam are approximately 1,350 cfs. Gunnison Tunnel diversions
are in process and are approximately 1,030 cfs. Flows in the Gunnison River in the Blask Canyon are
currently being maintained at about 320 cfs while the flows in the Whitewater Reach of the Gunnison are
approximately 2,200.
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Taylor Park Reservoir Operations:

The Bureau of Reclamation provided an update on Taylor Park Reservoir operations using the June 1
forecast from the CBRFC. This forecast indicated that there will be 80,000 acre-feet of runoff flowing into
the reservoir which is 85% of average.

Based upon the forecast, the BOR provided suggested releases for Taylor Park Reservoir. Discussions
with the Taylor Local Users Group resulted in the following preliminary operations plan.

RELEASE CHANGES|
4 Parties June 1

Apr-16 125 125
May-01 140 140
May-16 200 200
May-17 250 250
Jun-01 350 350
Jun-02 445 445
Jun-07 400 400
Jun-08 350 350
Jun-09 300
Jun-16 350 275

Jul-01 350 275

Jul-16 350 275

Jul-24 300
Aug-01 300 250
Aug-16 250 250
Sep-01 250 250
Sep-06 225
Sep-07 200
Sep-16 225
Sep-17 200
Sep-27 175
Sep-28 150
Sep-29 125
Sep-30 100
Oct-01 175

Oct-02 150

Oct-03 125

Oct-04 100

Oct-16 91 85
Nov-01 91 85
Max Fill 84,175 85,850

Based on this proposed operations plan, the end of October storage in the reservoir is projected to be
70,000 acre-feet which is approximately 66% of full.

The next TLUG meeting is scheduled for July 8, 2022, at 9:00 a.m.
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Meridian Lake Reservoir Update:

Sonja Chavez performed a site visit on June 1 to Meridian Lake Reservoir in order to provide an elevation
measurement. Based on the visit, the reservoir is currently at 9,607 feet elevation which corresponds to
442.04 storage content. This indicates that the reservoir is full as shown in the picture below where the
water is overtopping evidenced by flow coming out of the overflow pipe.

Lake | Level

Overflow Pipe
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Seepage

Lake San Cristobal Update:

The current elevation (June 14) for Lake San Cristobal is 8995.39 feet which is up slightly from the May
reading of 8,994.88. The flows out of the reservoir are currently at 153 cfs and the current flows at the
Lake Fork at Gateview are 363 cfs.

Lake Powell Update:

The current update was provided on May 4, 2022, on the Glen Canyon Dam Operations page provided by
the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR).

The BOR announced two separate urgent drought response actions that may help Lake Powell over the
next 12 months (May 2022-April 2023). This could mean up to 1 million acre-feet (maf) of water in Lake
Powell due to increased releases into the lake from upstream reservoirs and less releases from the lake to
downstream. These are outline below:

e Under a Drought Contingency Plan adopted in 2019, approximately 500,000 acre-feet (kaf) of
water will come from Flaming Gorge Reservoir, located approximately 455 river miles upstream of
Lake Powell.

e Another 480 kaf will be left in Lake Powell by reducing Glen Canyon Dam’s annual release
volume from 7.48 maf to 7.0 maf, as outlined in the 2007 Interim Guidelines.

The forecast for WY22 projects that the most probable unregulated inflow volume will be 5.98 maf which
1s 62% of average. Based upon this forecast there is a 10% chance that inflows could be either higher or
lower than that forecasted amount. Also based upon this forecast, it is projected that Lake Powell will end
the WY22 near 3,528.27 elevation with approximately 6.15 maf which is 25% of capacity. The annual
release volume from Lake Powell during WY22 will be 7.0 maf as determined under Section 6.C.1 and 7.D
of the Interim Guidelines as determined by the Department of the Interior.

At the beginning of WY22 the total system storage in the Colorado River Basin was 22.80 maf which is
38% of capacity. This is a decrease of 5.97 maf over the total storage at the beginning of WY21 when total
system storage was 28.77 maf or 48% of capacity. Since the beginning of WY 00, total Colorado Basin
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storage has experienced year to year increases and decreases in response to wet and dry hydrology, ranging
from a high of 94% of capacity at the beginning of 2000 to the now current level of 38% of capacity at the
beginning of WY22. Based on current inflow forecasts, the current projected end of WY22 total Colorado
Basin reservoir storage is approximately 20.13 maf or 34% of total system capacity. The actual end of
WY22 system storage may vary from this projection, primarily due to uncertainty regarding this season’s
runoff and reservoir inflow.

ASO Flights — East and Taylor River Basins

As per the ASO/CASM Measurements meeting held on June 15, 2022, all the snow on flights have been
completed with the East River flights flown on April 21 and May 18, and the Taylor River flights flown on

April 21 and May 25 due to turbulence issues. The data assimilated into WRF-Hydro for forecasting
purposes is provided below:

Basin Flight Date | WRF-Hydro SWE (AF) | NRCS (AF) | Difference in SWE
Forecast Date With ASO Data Amount (AF)

East River 4/21/2022 191,000 177,000 14,000
5/25/2022 163,000 162,000 1,000
6/1/2022 161,000 159,000 2,000

Taylor River 4/21/2022 72,000 87,000 15,000
5/18/2022 81,000 83,000 2,000
6/1/2022 79,500 79,000 500

As you can see, these flights have added an additional layer to forecasting tools in both basins as the
numbers converge with NRCS modeling data as more information/flights are provided. The Taylor River
data is more important and forecast modeling has been ongoing in the basin for the longest period of any of
the other basins involved in the ASO flight program.

Do your Rain Dance!
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AGENDA ITEM 13
Treasurer's Report



MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board Members

FROM: Sonja Chavez, General Manager

DATE: June 17, 2022

SUBJECT: General Manager, Committee, and Staff Updates

I. Treasurer’s Report (Director Nesbitt)
Il. General Manager’s Report

A. Miscellaneous Updates

1. 2021 Audit: The current audit report is being reviewed by the General Manager, General
Counsel, and Treasurer. At this time, the interview between our Treasurer and the auditor
has not taken place as is historical practice. We anticipate having the final audit report
available for publication at the July 2022 Board meeting.

2. Regulation #35 WQCC Rulemaking Hearing Outcomes

Background: The Upper Gunnison Parties filed a Responsive Prehearing Statement to the
Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC) related to two proposals being brought forth

by:

» Homestake Mining Company related to the Pitch Uranium Mine’s proposal for
extension of their uranium temporary modification standard on Marshall Creek; and

» Mt. Emmons Mining Company (MEMC) for extension of their temporary modification
to extend the chronic cadmium temporary modification applied to Coal Creek (April,
May, and June) until 12/31/27, to delete the seasonal temporary modification for
copper, and protect the assimilative capacity in Coal Creek by renewing the Colorado
Discharge Permit System (CDPS) for Keystone Mine.

The WQCC voted in support of the Water Quality Control Division’s (WQCDSs) staff
recommendation to extend the temporary modification for uranium on Marshall Creek for
three years during which time a remedial action plan and site-specific standard would be
developed by Homestake Mine in consultation and collaboration with stakeholders
including the Upper Gunnison Parties.

The WQCC voted in support of the WQCD staff recommendation to delete the seasonal
temporary modification for copper and extend the temporary modifications for acute and
chronic cadmium on Coal Creek.



3.
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The WQCC voted in support of 25 out of 26 Outstanding Water (OW) designation
recommendations. There were two designations within the Upper Gunnison District
watershed boundary:

» Soap Creek (Segment 3. Mainstem Soap Creek, including all tributaries and wetlands,
from West EIk Wilderness boundary to Blue Mesa Reservoir. Note: This new segment
was previously part of Segment 26; Also applied Recreation Class E to segment); and

» Upper Taylor River (Segment 3. Mainstem of Taylor River including all tributaries
and wetlands, from the source to point immediately below confluence with Illinois
Creek, except for listings in Segment 1. Note: Taylor River previously identified as
Segment 4).

Outside Grant Applications

The District has submitted multiple grant applications since the March regular board
meeting and has written several letters in support of Congressionally Directed Spending
(CDS) requests. Following is a summary of those funding requests and current status:

Summary of submitted grant applications in support of District activities. Most recent
awards are in red:

GOCO Grant Application in support of Wet Meadows ($158,100) — Awarded
Congressionally Directed Spending in support of Wet Meadows ($1M) - TBD

U.S. FWS Sagebrush Ecosystem Grant ($955;458 $273,350) — Awarded

WaterSMART Drought Contingency Planning (DCP) Grant ($140,480) — TBD
Community Funding Partnership Program 2022 — Blue Mesa Reservoir HABs High
Frequency Sampling Study (Amount). Submitted 6/16/22 — TBD

UCAR East River Basin Cloud Seeding Research ($14,998) - Awarded

TOTAL REQUESTS 2022: $1.58M / TOTAL AWARDED: $446,558

Summary of grant applications in progress:

e Community Funding Partnership Program 2022 — Upper Gunnison Basin 2022
Bundled Grant Application Request (Final Amount: TBD)

e Colorado Water Conservation Board — Upper Gunnison Stream Management
Planning Grant in support of WMP (Final P.O. $150,000)

Potential future grant applications:

e Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE) — Source Water
Protection Planning grant request in support of Upper Gunnison Basin
municipalities.

e America the Beautiful — perhaps in collaboration with the Gunnison Conservation
District, Trout Unlimited and Colorado Department of Agriculture.



4. Colorado River District Updates

» Andy Mueller, general manager of the Colorado River District, provided expert
testimony to the Senate Subcommittee on Conservation, Climate, Forestry and Natural
Resources on Tuesday, June 7, in Washington, D.C.

Mueller presented on the mounting water crisis in the West and its effects on
agricultural producers and forest watersheds on Colorado’s Western Slope. In his
presentation, he also focused on the impacts of climate change on water supplies in the
Colorado River Basin and the federal action needed for impacted communities. Over
the last 20 years, the flows of the Colorado River have been 20% below average due to
a drought more severe than any in the last 1,200 years.

Mueller also encouraged members of the Senate to support Colorado water in the 2023
Farm Bill. Approximately every five years, Congress passes a farm bill, covering a
wide range of issues from conservation to rural development to food and
nutrition. Brent Gardner-Smith/Aspen Journalism

To view the entire Senate Subcommittee video, click here: The Western Water Crisis:
Confronting Pe... | Senate Committee On Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry

» Water with Your Lunch — How to Make it Rain Federal Infrastructure Funding:
During this installment of the Colorado River District’s popular Water With Your
Lunch series, West Slope water users will learn about ways to successfully navigate the
federal funding opportunities provided by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. A cross-
discipline team of River District staff members will present information about specific
funding categories for water projects, how to put together a successful federal grant
application, and how to leverage other grant opportunities to maximize funding and
project impacts.

Along with a look at the various federal funding pools for water projects, River District
staff will present details on the recently established Community Funding Partnership
“Accelerator Grant.” This special funding opportunity is designed to support the
grant-writing, feasibility, design, preliminary environmental review, benefit analysis,
and engineering needed to complete federal funding applications. The deadline for this
grant cycle is August 1. An audience Q&A session will follow the presentations.

To register, please utilize the following link: Water with Your Lunch - How to Make
it Rain, Federal Infrastructure Funding (coloradoriverdistrict.org)

5. Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Hearing
On June 14", 2022, there was a committee hearing of the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee discussing ways to deal with extreme drought occurring in the
western U.S.


https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/hearings/the-western-water-crisis-confronting-persistent-drought-and-building-resilience-on-our-forests-and-farmland
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/hearings/the-western-water-crisis-confronting-persistent-drought-and-building-resilience-on-our-forests-and-farmland
https://www.coloradoriverdistrict.org/2022/06/accelerator-grants-for-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-investments/
https://www.coloradoriverdistrict.org/2022/06/how-to-make-it-rain/
https://www.coloradoriverdistrict.org/2022/06/how-to-make-it-rain/

Following is a link to that hearing if you wish to listen to all or portions of the hearing in
which Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Camille C. Touton testified.
Full Committee Hearing To Examine Short And Long Term Solutions To Extreme

Droug... (senate.gov)

B. Watershed Management Planning (WMP) Update (GM Chavez)

Completed first draft of the Watershed Health & Wildfire Risk Assessment
(Presentation by JW Associates at June 27, 2022 Board Meeting).

Geo-fluvial summer field assessments underway (Watershed Restoration Science
& Design)

Reviewing first draft geologic and boatable days reports (revised WMP version)
Conducting system optimization and infrastructure assessments. Two field days
currently planned for June 28 and last week of July (specific day TBD).

C. Grant Program (Beverly Richards, Water Resource Specialist)

2022 Contracts: Completed — 3; In progress — 7; Not started - 4

2021 Contracts: Open — 7; Closed — 10. Three of the seven open contracts have
expiration dates that have elapsed. Beverly has reached out via email and by
phone with no response from two awardees at the time of drafting this memo. We
will be sending certified letters the beginning of July for those that we have not
heard back from, letting them know that they have until July 29" to respond, or
their contracts will be effectively cancelled.

- Total 2021 Grant Budget: $204,130

- Total Expended to Date: $111,527

- Balance Remaining: $92,603

D. Wet Meadows Update (Cheryl Cwelich, Watershed Program Coordinator)

See Wet Meadows Program update memorandum.

E. Taylor Local Users Group (Director Sabrowski)

Verbal Update will be given by Director Sabrowski. Draft meeting minutes attached as
Exhibit A.

F. Scientific Endeavors Update (Director Carroll)

KBUT Water Desk Headwaters Series by Stephanie Maltarich (To listen, click on the
following links):
1) Blue Mesa is threatened by a two-decade-long drought and downstream obligations. -

KBUT Online
2) Scientists in the East River watershed collect ‘mountains of data’ to understand water

in the West - KBUT Online



https://www.energy.senate.gov/hearings/2022/6/full-committee-hearing-to-examine-short-and-long-term-solutions-to-extreme-drought-in-the-western-u-s
https://www.energy.senate.gov/hearings/2022/6/full-committee-hearing-to-examine-short-and-long-term-solutions-to-extreme-drought-in-the-western-u-s
https://kbut.org/local-news/blue-mesa-threatened-by-two-decade-long-drought-and-downstream-obligations%ef%bf%bc/
https://kbut.org/local-news/blue-mesa-threatened-by-two-decade-long-drought-and-downstream-obligations%ef%bf%bc/
https://kbut.org/local-news/headwaters-local-news/scientists-in-the-east-river-watershed-collect-mountains-of-data-to-understand-water-in-the-west%ef%bf%bc/
https://kbut.org/local-news/headwaters-local-news/scientists-in-the-east-river-watershed-collect-mountains-of-data-to-understand-water-in-the-west%ef%bf%bc/

3) Advocacy and science work together to improve water quality in Coal Creek - KBUT
Online

COMMUNIT

9.3 Crestet Batia @ 53 T gpliers? -
b 5

Art by Jennie Noreen Omasta with financial support from the Upper Gunnison River Water
Conservancy District Mini-Grant Program.

G. Gunnison River Festival Update (Director Fonken)


https://kbut.org/local-news/advocacy-and-science-work-together-to-improve-water-quality-in-coal-creek/?fbclid=IwAR0Qq6-shN3tN2s6zVJz2LZ686HxZKJfxU6itnin8vFgld96EKq0xU7pZho
https://kbut.org/local-news/advocacy-and-science-work-together-to-improve-water-quality-in-coal-creek/?fbclid=IwAR0Qq6-shN3tN2s6zVJz2LZ686HxZKJfxU6itnin8vFgld96EKq0xU7pZho

Exhibit A

TLUG Minutes from June 7, 2022

Draft v. 06-16-22

A TLUG meeting was held on Tuesday, June 7, 2022 via Zoom
video/teleconference at 9:30am

Attending the meeting were the following TLUG members:

e Don Sabrowski, UGRWCD Board representative and TLUG Chair

¢ Ryan Birdsey, representative for flat water recreation interests

e Ernie Cockrell, representative for Taylor Placer

e Pete Dunda, representative for property owners

¢ Roark Kiklevich, representative for wade fishing interests (via
Zoom)

e Mark Schumacher, representative for rafting/boating interests

e Andy Spann, representative for irrigation interests

Also present: Erik Knight (BOR), David Gochis (UCAR)

UGRWCD Staff: Sonja Chavez, Beverly Richards, Cheryl Cwelich, and Sue
Uerling

Members of the Public: John Bocchino (Riffle and Rise LLC), Doug Forshagen

Agenda Item Ia: Review of May 5 meeting minutes:

e Ernie Cockrell — page 6 paragraph should say “...fish get
concentrated at low flows...” not “...large influx of fish...”

e Roark Kiklevich — page 6 paragraph above should say “...hopes to
never see winter flows below 75 cfs...” not “...hasn’t seen flows
drop below 75 cfs...”

e Request to incorporate purpose of asterisk in flow
recommendations and note that this paragraph was incorporated
by Sonja to summarize the TLUG discussion and provide
clarification for the minutes and Four Parties.

e Ernie — requested that minutes be distributed when finalized. Post
meeting follow-up note from UGRWCD: Corrected and finalized April
minutes were sent to the group on May 3t via email.

e Request: Call the meeting summary “minutes”

Agenda Item II: Latest UCAR Model Forecast & ASO Flight Data (David
Gochis, UCAR). Please see summary power point slide below.
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Agenda Item III. CBRFC Water Supply Update and USBR Model Forecast
(Erik Knight, USBR)

Erik reviewed the Taylor Park Reservoir update report with the TLUG using the
June 1 forecast of 80,000 AF of runoff into Taylor Park Reservoir (85% of
average). The June 1 forecast is down 10,000 AF from the May 1 forecast and
7,000 AF from the May 15 forecast.

This runoff forecast puts the year type in the Average Year category. In the
Average Year category there is a requirement for a spring peak release of 445
cfs for 5 days. The end of October target content is 70,000 AF.

The preliminary operations plan shows the reservoir filling to a maximum
seasonal content of 86,850 acre-feet (82% full) at elevation 9319.9 ft.

Releases from Taylor Park Dam are currently at 450 cfs as part of the spring
peak release. Releases are scheduled to decrease over the next couple days.

The report from Erik contained adjustments to the previous May release
schedule provided to the Four Parties to keep the projected reservoir content
above 70,000 acre-feet on Oct 31. Graphs and tables comparing the release
schedule agreed upon at the Four Parties meeting along with the latest
proposed plan are included in the report (Attached as Exhibit A).

Agenda Item IV. TLUG Operational Flow Release Recommendations

Following is a table of recommended changes to the operational flow releases
developed by Erik for consideration by the TLUG at the June 7, 2022 meeting.

There was some discussion on whether the TLUG should make cuts now due to
the declining forecast. It was ultimately decided against since 300 cfs in the
June - July period is getting on the very lower end of minimum flows needed
by agricultural users at a critical period in the growing season and it can be
important for the boaters as well if there are no or minimal additional inputs
from side channels. The TLUG agreed that they would likely, once again, have
to forego water in September.

There were questions from the TLUG on where the water went between the May
and June inflow forecasts. Erik indicated that it could be persistent wind, dust
on snow, it was never there in the first place or dry soil conditions soaked it up
and that water never made it to the rivers.



There was also a question about repairs to Spring Creek Reservoir and
anticipated flows as downstream homeowners are dependent upon water. Dan
Brauch was not present to answer the question, so Don responded based upon
his conversations with CPW. He indicated CPW had hoped to install the gate by
June 10. Inflows were greater than the outlet pipe could handle so they had to
store some of that snowmelt water as the current outlet pipe can only handle a
max of 40 cfs safely. Release will remain constant at 40 cfs until water levels
drops below pipe and then it will be back to flows that the creek can produce.

There was unanimous agreement from the TLUG to accept Erik’s flow
recommendations as provided (see below).



RELEASE CHANGES

4 Parties June 1
Apr-16 125 125
May-01 140 140
May-16 200 200
May-17 250 250
Jun-01 350 350
Jun-02 445 445
Jun-07 400 400
Jun-08 350 350
Jun-09 300
Jun-16 350 275
Jul-01 350 275
Jul-16 350 275
Jul-24 300
Aug-01 300 250
Aug-16 250 250
Sep-01 250 250
Sep-06 225
Sep-07 200
Sep-16 225
Sep-17 200
Sep-27 175
Sep-28 150
Sep-29 125
Sep-30 100
Oct-01 175
Oct-02 150
Oct-03 125
Oct-04 100
Oct-16 01 85
Nowv-01 91 85
Max Fill 84,175 85,850
October-31 59,800 70,000




Pete Dunda asked if there was some type of training or education given to
public boaters regarding respecting private property. Mark indicated that when
they rent out boats to private boaters, they have them sign a waiver that says
they will respect private property rights. He also indicated that American
Whitewater does a lot of education. No further action was recommended by the
TLUG.

Agenda Item V. Citizens Comments

There was a question from the public (John Bocchino) that visual observation
did not support 800 cfs inflow into Taylor Reservoir. Erik clarified that the
forecast of inflow comes from the CBRFC based upon snow they believe is still
up in the basin. It may or may not be realized by June 12th. The CBRFC
model factors in/predicts weather conditions going forward and sometimes
when weather changes either way, it can throw those predictions off.

Agenda Item VI. Miscellaneous Updates and Schedule Next Meeting
Sonja indicated that the 2022 Water Roundup Conference had been cancelled
due to staff illness. The UGRWCD is unsure if it will be rescheduled for this

year or if staff will just put off to next year.

Next Meeting is set for July 8th at 9am.

Meeting adjourned at: 10:34 a.m.



MEMORANDUM

TO: UGRWCD Board of Directors
FROM: Cheryl Cwelich, Watershed Program Coordinator
DATE: June 16, 2022

SUBJECT: Wet Meadows Program Update (June)

During the month of June, the following activities have commenced or been completed in the
Gunnison Basin Wet Meadows & Riparian Restoration Collaborative (GBWMRRC):

Notable Activities Completed or in Progress

e Completed initial Wet Meadow site assessments and construction layout at a total of 17
locations across the Gunnison Basin, including recent sites at:

Black Sage Pass

Monson Gulch

Spring Creek

Upper Willow Creek

e CPW conservation crew started restoration work on June 6™ at Cabin Creek.

o O O

O

e Presented to Western Water Futures Games attendees about wet meadow restoration
history, treatments and successes on May 23'.

e Exhibited wet meadows practices to 4-H Club using NRCS water trailer on June 15%.

e Continuing to standardize data collection practices with partners in the Bureau of Land
Management, U.S. Forest Service and Colorado Parks & Wildlife in close collaboration
with The Nature Conservancy (TNC).

e Awaiting final grant award announcements on Congressional Directed Spending (CDS)
and Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding.

e Submitted final invoice on the U.S Forest Service (USFS) funding agreement of
$32,941.05. A new funding agreement with the USFS is being developed.

e Awarded Greater Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) grant of $158,100 for wet meadows &
riparian area restoration planning and capacity building.

Wet Meadows Program Memo_06.16.22
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Scientific Endeavors Update
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Rep rts

Monthly Energy Production Report

UGRWCD

Generated for Beverly Richards
on 06/15/2022

Gunnison, CO
This report provides energy production for June.

Week Peak Power Energy Produced
06/01/2022 - 06/07/2022 5.92 kW 305 kWh
06/08/2022 - 06/14/2022 5.93 kW 319 kWh
06/15/2022 - 06/21/2022 5.92 kW 0Wh
06/22/2022 - 06/28/2022 ow 0Wh
06/29/2022 - 06/30/2022 ow 0Wh

June 2022 Total: 624 kWh
Previous Month Total: 1.32 MWh

Year to Date: 5.44 MWh
Lifetime Production: 31.3 MWh

Your Carbon Offset for this month: 951.0 Ibs

You have offset the equivalent of: 11 Trees

Browser not supported

Use Microsoft Edge, Google Chrome, Firefox or Safari to access the fresh new look of MyEnphase with the exciting new features.



6 <-—- Month to Summarize (change this number to look at a different month)
PRELIMINARY - SUBJECT TO REVISION

TO
Daily Summary for Month -->  Jun
Taylor Park Reservoir Silver Jack Reservoir Aspinall Unit GUNNISON TUNNEL ALLOCATION
River Call Average Flow Reservoir 1st Fill 2nd Fill Other Aspinall Reservoir BP Accnt AU Accnt Reservoir Contents Total Aspinall Unit Inflow 1st Fill | Contract [Streamflow and Divs| Type of Water Diverted into Tunnel Tot 1st fill
Tunnel
(GT) 3-Day 3-Day Ave.
Excess Shortage | Average GT GT Divs -
Silver Jack TP Released after AU | Excess Shortage Other Gun. GT Divs - GT Divs - UGRWC GT Divs - Remain.
Reservoir & Releases TP Inflow Nat TP Inflow after AU Account SJ Inflow AU AU inflow UGRWC | River AU inflow GT Divs - SJ D Rel from GT Divs - 1st Fill
Juniors In from TP and AU Inflow | and AU Nat Inflow TP - TP 1st Fill - 2nd Fill - Storage AU to AU Change below TP D below Total |minus TP TP Storage Contract 2nd Fill  1stFill Credits in
Priority 1st Fill Nat and TP Nat and TP | TP Res. USGS Compute|Storage - Storage in TP - Storag [ SJ Res Reservoir BP - Water- [ BMRes MP Res CRRes In Computed & with Contract East Gunnison| released Released Inflow by Water for Credit in TP and
Day of (1=Yes, (1=Yes, Inflow Inflow Inflow Inflow Content outflow dInflow [ inTP  -in TP Storage ein TP|Content Storage |Storage - Storage -| Content Content Content | Storage relfrom AU Aug water Portal Tunnel inflow Inflow AU Exch Rel Rec/Fish BM AU
Month 0=No) 0=No) (cfs) (cfs) (cfs) (cfs) (af) (cfs) (cfs) (af) (af) - (af) - (af) (af) (cfs) in SJ (af) in SJ (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) CR (cfs) Rel(cfs)| #REF! (af) (cfs)  Divs (cfs)| (cfs) (cfs) (cfs) (cfs) (cfs) (cfs) #REF! (af)
(1) (2) (3) (5) (6) (7) (8) (11) (14) (15) (19) (25) (30) (34) (36) (39) (43) (47) (49) (77) (100) (124) (125) (127) #REF! #REF! (128) (131) (132) (133) (134) (135) (136) (137) #REF! (140)
1 1 1 1,433 0 1,914 0| 74,136 300 364| 18,534 55,602 0 0| 13,186 21| 13,186 0| 340,864 109,718 16,671 1,861 1,409 2,098 380 1,029 1,029 0 0 0 0 0 105,741
2 1 1 1,720 0 1,682 0| 74,202 420 459 17,698 56,504 0 0| 13,195 6| 13,195 0| 343,163 110,070 16,499 2,479 1,410 2,291 380 1,030 1,030 0 0 0 0 0 105,738
3 1 1 1,902 0 1,685 0| 74,301 448 504| 16,807 57,494 0 0| 13,141 0| 13,141 0| 345638 110,282 16,618 2,806 1,411 2,429 380 1,031 1,031 0 0 0 0 0 105,735
4 1 1 1,813 0 1,812 0| 74,449 449 529| 15,914 58,535 0 0| 13,150 6| 13,150 0| 348,366 110,125 16,630 2,583 1,411 2,316 379 1,032 1,032 0 0 0 0 0 105,733
5 1 1 1,917 0 1,877 0| 74,614 449 538| 15,021 59,593 0 0| 13,168 10[ 13,168 0] 350,747 110,446 16,700 2,772 1,411 2,412 379 1,032 1,032 0 0 0 0 0 105,731
6 1 1 2,351 0 2,027 0| 74,795 450 547| 14,126 60,669 0 0| 13,171 3| 13,171 0| 354,154 110,540 16,812 3,613 1,413 2,837 380 1,033 1,033 0 0 0 0 0 105,728
7 1 1 2,506 0 2,258 0| 75,213 418 634| 13,295 61,919 0 0| 13,198 15[ 13,198 0| 357,581 110,673 16,938 3,686 1,413 2,905 379 1,034 1,034 0 0 0 0 0 105,726
8 1 1 2,367 0 2,408 0| 75,714 364 623| 12,571 63,144 0 0| 13,198 11 13,198 0| 361,454 110,141 16,923 3,327 1,411 2,777 379 1,032 1,032 0 0 0 0 0 105,724
9 1 1 2,479 0 2,451 0| 76,266 313 597| 11,948 64,318 0 0| 13,195 0| 13,195 0| 364,793 110,399 16,891 3,565 1,377 2,914 345 1,032 1,032 0 0 0 0 0 105,722
10 1 1 2,483 0 2,443 0| 76,873 302 614| 11,347 65,526 0 0| 13,189 0| 13,189 0| 368,470 110,391 16,770 3,549 1,355 2,896 329 1,026 1,026 0 0 0 0 0 105,720
11 1 1 2,361 0 2,441 0| 77,483 302 615| 10,746 66,736 0 0| 13,162 0| 13,162 0| 371,727 110,470 16,738 3,303 1,362 2,778 329 1,033 1,033 0 0 0 0 0 105,719
12 1 1 2,019 0 2,287 0| 78,024 303 582| 10,144 67,881 0 0| 13,144 0| 13,144 0| 374,883 109,992 16,747 2,688 1,365 2,471 331 1,034 1,034 0 0 0 0 0 105,717
13 1 1 2,296 0 2,225 0| 78418 303 507| 9,541 68,877 0 0| 13,132 0| 13,132 0| 377,612 110,729 16,662 3,380 1,368 2,823 334 1,034 1,034 0 0 0 0 0 105,715
14 1 1 1,774 0 2,030 0| 78,761 304 483 8,937 69,825 0 0| 13,114 0| 13,114 0| 380,050 110,768 16,580 2,396 1,366 2,324 333 1,033 1,033 0 0 0 0 0 105,714
15 1 1 0 0
16 1 1 0 0
17 1 1 0 0
18 1 1 0 0
19 1 1 0 0
20 1 1 0 0
21 1 1 0 0
22 1 1 0 0
23 1 1 0 0
24 1 1 0 0
25 1 1 0 0
26 1 1 0 0
27 1 1 0 0
28 1 1 0 0
29 1 1 0 0
30 1 1 0 0
31
Total 30 30 29,421 0| 29,540 0 5,125 7,596 60 42,006 19,482 36,270 5,037 14,445 14,445 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tot (af) 58,357 0] 58,593 0 10,165 15,067 119 83,319 38,642 71,941 9,991  28,651| 28,651 0 0 0 0 0 0
Min 1 1 1,433 0 1,682 0| 74,136 0 364| 8,937 55,602 0 o[ 13,114 0| 13,114 0| 340,864 109,718 16,499 1,861 1,355 2,098 0 0 1,026 1,026 0 0 0 0 0 0| 105,714
Max 1 1 2,506 0 2,451 0| 78,761 450 634| 18,534 69,825 0 0| 13,198 21| 13,198 0] 380,050 110,768 16,938 3,686 1,413 2,914 0 380 1,034 1,034 0 0 0 0 0 0| 105,741
Annual Summary (all values in ac-ft) Note: Reservoir content is the end of the month content
(days) (days) (af) (af) (af) (af)| (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af) (af)
Nov 30 30 33,397 0| 31,516 0| 58,737 4,470 4,632 54,117 4,620 0 ol 1,713 300 1,713 0| 220,759 110,430 15,977| 11,721 20,025 29,369 19,420 604 604 0 0 0 0 105,924
Dec 31 31 25,577 0| 25,158 0| 58,695 4,564 4,521 49,554 9,141 0 o[ 1,790 166 1,790 0| 232,145 105,687 16,102 6,769 20,080 22,285 18,851 1,229 1,229 0 0 0 0 105,924
Jan 31 31 22,806 0| 23,602 0| 58,327 4,412 4,043 45,142 13,184 0 o 1,880 90 1,880 0| 237,819 104,652 16,186 4,722 19,520 19,830 18,453 1,067 1,067 0 0 0 0 105,924
Feb 28 28 20,714 0] 20,519 0| 57,749 4,096 3,518| 41,046 16,703 0 0| 1,870 10 1,870 0| 242,463 105,444 15,052 4,304 17,228 17,436 16,989 239 239 0 0 0 0 105,924
Mar 31 31 31,306 0| 30,735 0| 57,303 4,581 4,135 36,564 20,739 0 ol 1,977 107 1,977 0| 240,539 108,948 16,820 3,347 32,745 35,299 24,617 8,128 8,030 99 0 0 0 105,924
Apr 30 30 42,788 22| 41,529 22| 59,219 5,945 7,861| 31,187 28,032 0 0| 4,629 2,652 4,629 0| 254,027 111,643 16,753| 16,115 54,717 66,142 23,481 31,237 30,577 554 0 14 92 105,832
May 31 31 148,388 0| 146,825 0| 74,021 11,966 26,989| 19,132 54,889 0 0| 13,147 8,806 13,147 0| 338,237 110,673 16,481| 82,970 107,604 180,566 48,437 59,167 59,167 0 0 0 0 105,744
Jun 30 30 58,357 0] 58,593 0 10,165 15,067 119 42,006 38,642 71,941 9,991  28,651| 28,651 0 0 0 0
Jul 31 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Aug 31 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 30 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 31 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 365 365 383,334 22| 378,478 22 50,199 70,766 12,250 171,953 310,561 442,868 180,239 130,323| 129,564 653 0 14 92 0
Min 28 28 0 0 0 0| 57,303 0 0| 19,132 9,141 0 o[ 1,790 0 1,790 0| 232,145 104,652 15,052 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0| 105,744
Max 31 31 148,388 22| 146,825 22| 74,021 11,966 26,989| 49,554 54,889 0 0| 13,147 8,806 13,147 0| 338,237 111,643 16,820 82,970 107,604 180,566 48,437  59,167| 59,167 554 0 14 92 0| 105,924
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Save the Date: Summer Conference - August 23-25, 2022

ik Eﬁ :H El-It F] E‘i Save the date for the Summer Conference at the Steamboat Grand! We will meet August 23-25, 2022
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o : W T The Summer Conference will include updates and dialogue on Colorado water legislation, panel

discussions on pressing water issues, and POND outings.

Registration and event details will be posted once finalized in the coming months.
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Colorado River water use may have to be slashed by a quarter to avert crisis, federal official warns

The Collorado Sum
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Colorado River water use may
have to be slashed by a quarter to
avert crisis, federal official warns

Drought and other climate factors have already slowed the
flow in Colorado and other Upper Basin states. Some water
managers say cuts must come below Hoover Dam.

k-3 f ] 6 Chris Qutcalt 4:10 AM MDT on Jun 16, 2022

The headwaters of the Colorado River flow near Kremmling, above Gore Canyon, on Aug. 13, 2020. (Dave
Timko, This American Land}

Credibility: @ Original Reporting & Sources Cited

op Colorado water officials this week highlighted the uneven use
between the Upper and Lower Colorado River Basins and some
suggested the vast majority of reductions needed to rebalance a
system in which use far outpaces supply would have to come from the
Lower Basin. L
\@1

https://coloradosun.com/2022/06/16/colorado-river-use-may-have-to-be-slashed/?pico=clean&utm_source=The+Colorado+Sun+Newsletters&utm_ca... 1/7
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Colorado River water use may have to be slashed by a quarter to avert crisis, federal official wams
New data released Tuesday by the Upper Colorado River Commission, an
interstate agency that manages water in the Upper Basin, shows that in
2021, drought and other climate factors reduced the amount of water
available in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming by about 1 million
acre-feet compared with the previous year. During that same time,
according to the UCRC data, water use increased in the Lower Basin.

“Those provisional numbers show the Upper Basin used 25% less water in
2021 than it did in 2020,” Colorado River Commissioner Becky Mitchell
said at an UCRC meeting Tuesday at the state capitol in Wyoming. “That is
a huge number, especially when we’re talking about a smaller piece of the
Colorado River pie.”

Also on Tuesday, Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Camille Touton
warned Congress that Colorado River water users must cut their water
usage by as much as one-fourth by the end of next year to address
“critically low water levels” and prevent depleting the reservoirs past the
point at which they can continue to function and produce hydropower.

Speaking to the Senate -
Committee on Energy and UNDERWRITER
Natural Resources, Touton said

that the bureau will work with the

seven Colorado River basin states

and the tribes to come up with a

plan during the next 60 days to

reduce use across the basin by

between 2 million and 4 million

acre-feet. Touton cautioned that,

if necessary, the bureau has the

authority to “act unilaterally” to

protect the system, which

supplies water and generates electricity for millions of users across the
West

According to the new UCRC numbers, total Upper Basin water use,
including water lost to evaporation, added up to about 3.5 million acre-feet
in 2021, a provisional number. That number was about 4.5 million acre-feet
the previous year. The UCRC numbers show 2021 water use plus
evaporation losses in the Lower Basin — California, Arizona and Nevada —
at nearly 10 million acre-feet, which includes about a 1.5 million acre-foot
portion for Mexico.

Water users in Colorado have already been getting by with less, said Andy
Mueller, general manager of the Colorado River District. “No one got paid
not to use water; no one enrolled in a federal program not to use water; this
was water that was either legally or physically not available primarily at our

. . . ]
rancher’s and farmer’s headgates in 2021,” he said. “They are doing what :@:
the commissioner has asked; they have reduced their use.” ot i g

https://coloradosun.com/2022/06/16/colorado-river-use-may-have-to-be-slashed/?pico=clean&utm_source=The+Colorado+Sun+Newsletters&utm_ca...  2/7
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Colorado River water use may have to be slashed by a quarter to avert crisis, federal official warmns
Colorado and the other Upper Basin states do not have the benefit of
massive reservoirs above them to hold water and instead rely on the runoff
that’s available each year. Climate factors such as drought and dry soil
have made that runoff less reliable. Scientists predict the amount of water
that will flow into Lake Powell this spring and summer to be 59% of
average.

“Colorado water users are on the front lines of climate change,” Mitchell
said in a statement.

In the Lower Basin, water users can pull water from the country’s two
largest reservoirs, Lake Powell and Lake Mead. However, those reservoirs
have been significantly depleted during the current megadrought, which
scientists believe is the driest 22-year stretch during the past 1,200 years.
The lakes are now both less than 30% full.

“When you have low runoff in the Upper Basin that means that the water
users who normally have water late in the year don’t,” said Chuck Cullom,
executive director of the Upper Colorado River Commission. He noted that
the poor runoff in 2021 reduced supply available primarily to farmers and
irrigators. “Folks with a junior priority who would normally have water
available in August had to shut off in July.”

For example, Cullom pointed out that last year the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
Farm & Ranch Enterprise in southwest Colorado received only 10% of its
normal water supply.

Mitchell noted that Colorado and the Upper Basin states have contributed
661,000 acre-feet the past two years to help protect Lake Powell from
falling below 3,490 feet above sea level, the minimum elevation required
for Glen Canyon Dam to generate power. This year, 500,000 acre-feet will
be released from Flaming Gorge on the Utah-Wyoming border. In 2021, the
Department of the Interior pursued emergency action that included
releasing 36,000 acre-feet from Blue Mesa near Gunnison and 125,000
acre-feet from Flaming Gorge.

https://coloradosun.com/2022/06/16/colorado-river-use-may-have-to-be-slashed/?pico=clean&utm_source=The+Colorado+Sun+Newsletters&utm_ca...  3/7
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A cement kiln in Boulder County has made an ¢

00:007 17:53
SUN-UP
The Colarado Sun @
The Daily Sun-Up ® Follow podcast

Welcome to The Colorado Sun's daily podcast, The Daily Sun-Up. Every day we're sharing an in-depth lock at on...

Mueller said that in the case of federal reclamation projects that supply
water to Colorado water users such as the Dolores Project in southwest
Colorado and others there are emergency provisions in the contracts that
could allow the federal government to reduce an allocation to those
projects.

“Is the commissioner talking about reducing use in the Upper Basin?”
Mueller said. “She might be. Given the imbalance of where the water is
being taken out and used right now that would be very hard to stomach.”

Anne Castle, a senior fellow at the Getches-Wilkinson Center at the
University of Colorado Law School, said that the numbers commissioner
Touton spoke about to Congress are significant.

“People have been thinking along the lines of solving a 2 million acre-foot
deficit problem but the range from 2 million to 4 million is a big range.
Four million is almost infinitely harder than 2 million,” Castle said. “Those
numbers are so big I don’t see that that gap can be bridged by one basin
alone; it can’t be bridged by one sector alone, like the agriculture sector.”

Outgoing Uncompahgre Valley Water Users Association Manager Steve Anderson. left, and UVWUA Operations
Manager Dennis Veo walk through a gate leading to the East Portal of the Gunnison Tunnelin the Black Canyon
of the Gunnison on Thursday Nov. 4, 2021. (William Woody, Special to The Colorade Sun}

https://coloradosun.com/2022/06/16/colorado-river-use-may-have-to-be-slashed/?pico=clean&utm_source=The+Colorado+Sun+Newsletters&utm_ca...  4/7
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Colorado River water use may have to be slashed by a quarter to avert crisis, federal official warns
In Colorado, agriculture uses about 85% of the water statewide.

Steve Pope, general manager of the Uncompahgre Valley Water Users
Association, one of the state’s largest diverters of irrigation water, said the
commissioner’s testimony concerns him. The association manages the
water that comes out of the Gunnison Tunnel, a federal project.

“How do you get more blood from a turnip,” Pope said. “There is no Upper
Basin storage. How are we going to come up with it?”

Denver Water CEO Jim Lochhead said significant reductions in demands on
the river should have started several years ago. Denver Water gets about
half of its supply from the Colorado River system.

“Everyone is going to have to contribute to solving the problem,”
Lochhead said in a statement, “but the vast majority of reductions are
going to have to occur where the vast majority of water use has occurred —
in the Lower Basin.”

Ken Curtis, general manager of the Dolores Water Conservancy District,
which manages the Dolores Project, said this year they’re already operating
on about a 30% supply.

“In some ways we’re already doing forced conserved consumptive use,”
Curtis said. “They just have different opportunities given the plumbing
down in the Lower Basin versus it coming right down off the mountains
and off it goes.”

Mueller said the Upper Basin can also manage demands better. He said
marginal land that didn’t get irrigated in the past few years would probably
need to stay out of production for the foreseeable future. But, he said, the
majority of the 2 million to 4 million acre-feet Commissioner Touton cited
needs to come from the Lower Basin.

“It’s time they reduce the flow out of the Hoover Dam, which means the
Lower Basin has to cut their use. Period,” Mueller said. “Oddly enough, the
Bureau of Reclamation runs the facility that has allowed it to be that way.”

We believe vital information needs to be seen by the people impacted, whether
it's a public health crisis, investigative reporting or keeping lawmakers
accountable. This reporting depends on support from readers like you.

BECOME A MEMBER!

https://coloradosun.com/2022/06/16/colorado-river-use-may-have-to-be-slashed/?pico=clean&utm_source=The+Colorado+Sun+Newsletters&utm_ca...  5/7
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Stephanie Maltarich talks about her
KBUT series about water in the arid

Colorado River Basin.

LISTEN NOW

Gunnison summer in full swing

Ethan Pierce piiches during a Babe Ruth baseball game against Salida
on Tuesday afternoon. The team's next home game, set for Tuesday the
21st, will be a double header inter-valley showdown against Crested Butte.
Games are slated for 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
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fire restrictions

Sheriff cites
worsening
conditions in
announcement

Alan Wartes

As of midnight Wednesday,
Stage 1 fire restrictions are in
place throughout Gunnison
County. Sheriff John Gallowich
announced the decision on
Tuesday. Last year, to shorten
response time to changing con-
ditions, county commissioners
passed a resolution granting the
sheriff the authority to impose
and lift fire restrictions in the
county without ratification by
commissioners.

The move followed similar
decisions by the National Forest
Service and Bureau of Land
Management to impose Stage
1 restrictions as of June 15, The

National Parks Service impte-
mented restrictions within the
Black Canyon National Park and
Curecanti National Recreation
Area, among other locations,
Federal guidelines trigger a
meeting of the Gunnison Basin
Wildfire Council when a pair of
metrics reach the 90th percen-
tile in the county — the Energy
Release Component and the
Burning Index. That condition
was met June 13.
Council members include:
» Gunnison Volunteer Fire
Department
« (rested Butte Fire
Protection District
« Gunnison Sheriff's Oftice
« Crested Butte Marshal
« Mt. Crested Butte Police
Department
« Forest Service
» BLM
+ NPS
Gunnison County Office of
Emergency Management
Once convened, the council

Fire restrictions A6

Dust on snow fuels rapid snowmelt

Peak runoffin
basin occurs
weeks early

Bella Biondini

Persistent high winds
and dust-on-snow events
fueled rapid snowmelt in the
Gunnison Valley and across
southwestern Colorado this
spring — the snow melting
away earlier than normal, even
at high elevations.

Gunnison Basin snowpack
reached near narmal peak snow
water equivalent (SWE) this
year, but peak runoff eccurred
almost three weeks early. Jeff
Derry, the executive direc-
tor of the Center for Snow and

Avalanche Studies based in
Silverton, said most SNOTEL
monitoring stations in south-
western Colorado lost their
snow early this spring. A lack
of sizable spring storms, high
winds and dust on snow cre-
ated conditions that were ripe
for rapid melting and the early
disappearance of the snowpack.

To illustrate the speedy
decline, recent data collected by
Aerial Snow Observatory flights
revealed that, as of mmid-June,
the SWE of remaining snowpack
in the Upper Gunnison Basin
has fallen ta 43,000 acre-feel,
down from 119,000 in late April.

Once the melr started, it real-
ly kicked inte high gear, Derry
told the Upper Gunnison River
Water Conservancy District late
last month.

Dust on snow A6

Strong dust loading onto the snowpack was a significant con-
tributor to early melt out in the southern regions of the state
including the San Juan Mountains.

GVH to acquire more employee housing

Housing and
daycare costs
fuel fabor
shortage

Paul Wayne Foreman
el KRt Woe

Blue collar, white collar,
no collar — finding afford-

able housing in the Gunnison
Valley presents a challenge
for employees and also for
employers. At their June 7
meeting, Gunnison County
Comuissioners approved a
Sunnison Valley Health (GVH)
plan to purchase a pair of dwell-
ings to add to their growing
stack of employee housing.

The Gunnison properties,
located at 115 Mountaineer
Drive and 804 College Avenue,

join 11 other sites owned and
managed by GVH as employee
housing.

Although GVH is a Gunnison
County enterprise fund, with
financial accounting sepa-
rate from Gunnison County
itself, technically the proper-
ties are owned by the county.
Commissioner approval is
required for GVH property
acquisition. Though the county
owns the land, all the uses for

such properties are determined
by GVH.

“The funds used for the pur-
chase of these two properties,
one a house and the other a
condo, comes from GVH rev-
enues,” said Wade Baker, GVH
vice president for administra-
tive services. “No taxpayer dol-
lars are being spent to buy these
properties.”

GVH housing A7
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Free community COVID
testing ends June 30

COVIDCheck Colorado,
Gunnison Valley Health (GVH)
and Gunnison County Public
Health recently announced that
the free community COVID
testing site, located at GVH, will
cease operations after June 30.

COVIDCheck Colorado has
been managing the site and is
closing the Gunnison County
location as part of the emergen-
cy response lo the pandemic
winding down.

Gunnison County Public
Health Director, Joni Reynolds,
stressed that testing options for
the community will continue to
be available.

“If you are experiencing
symptoms of COVID-19 or
feel that you need to be tested,
please schedule a visit with
your primary care provider,”
Reynolds said. “They will evalu-
ate your symptoms and support
you to access the appropriate
testing and treatment, COVID
testing is also available through
local pharmacies.”

Although COVID testing will
no longer be a free service,
there are resources available to
offset the cost for some individ-
uals.

“This shift in testing is indica-
tive of the continued progres-
sion to the endemic phase of
COVID, but there are resources
available to help people who
cannot afford testing,” Reynolds
said. “If you are in need of a
COVID test, but don’t have
the ability to pay, please con-
tact Public Health for assis-
tance through our Community
Service Block Grant”

Immigrant Heritage Month

On June 6, Gunnison Mayor
Diego Plata proclaimed June
2022 as Immigrant Heritage
Month. He encouraged resi-
dents to learn more about the
sacial and economic impact of
immigrants to the community
and state.

“During National Immigrant
Heritage Month, we reaffirm
and draw strength from that
enduring identity and celebrate
the history and achievements of
immigrant communities across
our Nation,” Plata wrote.

Upper Gunnison board
reappointments

The chief district judge
on June 3 reappointed Stacy
McPhail - Division 6 {Ohio
Creek), Andy Spann - Division
7 {Gunnison River) and Sara
Bergstrom and John Perusek -
Division 8 (City of Gunnison) to
serve on the Upper Gunnison
River Water Conservancy
District’s board of directors. No
other applications were submit-
ted.

The conservancy district is
governed by a board of 11 direc-
tors who represent eight geo-
graphical divisions throughout
the watershed. A director must
reside and own property within
his or her division and must be
knowledgeahle in water matters
affecting the Upper Gunnison
River Basin.

Gubernatorial candidate Heidi Ganahl

Gubernatorial candidate Greg Lopez

Honest, Ethical,
Professional

b

Aupric Townsen
Broker/Owner

(970) 209-6208

Jush Townsent:
Broker/Dwner

{970) 209-4479

Cuarke Acency Real Estate
241 N. Main 5t.
Gunnison, CO 81230
Office: (97D) 641-0511
www.clarkeagency.net

FEATURED PROPEATY

NEW LISTING Willow Creek Drainage is

660 deeded acres overlooking Mill Creek &
the Ohio Creek Vailey. with awesome views

of the Caslles & Anthracites, So much to
offer for the outdoor enthusiast, from RV

camping. fall hunting camps & hiking. Large
elk & mule deer herds nestled in the aspen

& pine groves. Owners get 2 deer tags for
Unit 54. 2500 County Road 6: $1,900,000.

HOME ON 50 ACRES in Ohio City features

an excellent mixture of wildlife. nearby
trails, aspen, pines & 300 feet of Gold

Creek frontage. 3 bdrm/2 bath house. huge

attached garage, large detached barn,
touched by Forest Service lands. 5498
County Road 771: $1,750,000,

£ I pa5  People's Choice Award for Best Realtor 2021 ’_;) View listings at: www.clarkeagency.net 58 B3 § 345
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County Republicans
hold annual Lincoln
Day event

More than a hundred people gathered al the Three Rivers Resort
in Almont last Saturday for a BBQ lunch and to hear presentations
from a lineup of Repubtican candidates and others. Organized

by Gunnison County Republicans, the event notably featured
speeches by U.S Congressional District 3 Rep. Lauren Boebert and
Repubfican primary gubernatorial candidates Heidi Ganahl and
Greg Lopez. Also speaking were Rep. Marc Catlin, who represents
Colorado House District 58 and Gunnison County Commissioner
candidate Rich Evans.

U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert

Gunnison Watershed School District board member Mandy Roberts
and U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert present a birthday cake to Jo Laird.

NEW LISTING

Investment opportunity!

3 homes total, each SPORTSMANS

. LAND FOR SALE
home is 2 bdrm/1 bath, | Nics lotin-townin | RESORT in Ohio City
3 liti . features a 3 bdrm/1
tenants pay utilities, Whitepine would bath. 1808sf main house

$5,400 income per
month. In-town location
near the airport and
fairgrounds. 314 S,
12th St; $1,200,000.

be a great location
1o build your dream
cabin or park
your RV. 9900
County Road 888;
$25,000.

with year-round access
location, mature trees,
all positioned on 1.28
acres. Rustic cabins
onsite would make greal
storage. 116 County
Road 771; $499,900.

NEW LISTING Well cared for 2 bedroom/1
mh2th hame at Three Rivers Park in
Almoiit Emadertul yard with mature
landscaping 4 facing patio.
Features a storag Aaktoof,
woodstove & partially remod -
George Bailey Drive #16: $70,000.

GORGEOUS 2 bdrmv2 bath Fairway condo
ios Golf Course features
bathraoms.

2 partially

& :
8 fully remaas

balcony off the maste!
fenced backyard & 1 car aftac?

3.30 ACHE parcel in Blue Mesa Subdivision =
105 Shavanc Dr. #B-3; $399,000.

has great mountain views & is ready for
your cabin or weekend getaway. Phone &
electric nearby. Located between Lake City
& Gunnison off Highway 149. 4751 Blue
Mesa Drive; $47,000.
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Fire
restrictions

from A1

evaluates conditions based on
a number of factors, including
available firefighting resources,
the prevalence of fires started
by humans, prevailing weather
patterns and whether feder-
al agencies are also imposing
restrictions on managed lands.

According to a Sheriff's Office
press release, “recent fire starts
in Conejos, Teller, Montrose
and La Plata Counties, as well
as those in New Mexico, are
drawing local, state and fed-
eral resources out of Gunnison
County”

The release further pointed
to the seasonal expectation of
increased human visitation in
the atea. “The Fourth of July
weekend is expected to bring
many more campers/hikers to
the area,” it stated.

In addition, weather models
predict a continuation of dry
and windy conditions in the
region. The local forecast for
this weekend calls for scattered
thunderstorms with minimal
precipitation, which creates an
elevated chance that fires are
sparked by “dry lightning.”

(Alan Wartes can be contact-
ed at 970.641.1414 or publish-
er@gunnisontimes.com.)

T

Gumnison Country Times

STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS FACT SHEET
Applies to All of Unincorporated Gunnison County

Effective Wednesday June 15, 2022

v" ALLOWED

Per /Established Fire Devi
Fires within permanently constructed
fire devices on private property or in
developed recreational

sites such as campgrounds

or picnic areas. Flame
tength cannot

exceed two feet in
height.

Temporary/Portable Fire Devices:
Fires in portable chimineas, fire pits
and tiki torches are permitted only on

private property.

! ﬁ ! ﬁu
|

Stoves, Lanterns, Cooking and Heating

Devices: Fires may be fueled by liguid,

jellied petroleum or gas, and they must

be contained within the devices. (Note:

Charcoal grills, hibachis ond coal or wood-
burning stoves are prohibited on federal fonds.)

® ¢

Chainsaws: Chainsaws are allowed
ONLY IF the device includes a USDA
Forest Service ar SAE approved spark
arrester, and where the operator is in
possession of a chemical-pressurized
fire extinguisher with a minimum

NOT
¥ ALLOWED

Fireworks: All personal
use is prohibited.

Smoking: Smoking (cigarettes, cigars, etc.) is
prahibited, except within an enclosed vehicle ar
building, a developed recreation site, or while
stopped in an area of at least
three feet diameter that is barren
or cleared of all combustible
material.

Explosive Targets:
Explosive targets are prohibited.
There are no exceptions.

iding & yl Torck Welding or
operating acetylene torches with open flame,
EXCEPT in cleared areas of at least 10 feet in
diameter and when the operator is in possession
of a chemical-pressurized
fire extinguisher with a
minimum rating of 2A.

Combustion Engines: Operating or using any
internal or external combustion engine without a
spark-arresting device that is In effective working
order and has been properly installed and
maintained.

Agricuftural Burning: Agricultural burning and the
burring of trash or debris are prohibited.

rating of 2A.

QUESTIONS? ASK FIRST!

Call the Gunnison County Recorded Restriction Line 970.642.4686

Dust on show

from A1

At Slumgullion Pass, located
just outside of Lake City, the
average daily melt rate was 0.23
inches per day in April, the
highest rate in at least 17 years.
In 2006, it was only 0.01 inches
per day. The story was simi-
lar up north at Schofield Pass
above Crested Butte, an area
that had received an impressive
amount of snow accumulation
during the winter, where snow
melted out a week early. At the
Upper Rio Grande SNOTEL sta-
tion, dust on the snowpack's
surface and fewer spring storms
caused the snowpack to lose
almost 18 inches of water over

a two-week period in April,
almost triple the rate seen in
14892,

Fresh snowfall creates a shiny
white surface that reflects up to
90% of the sun back into space.
When dust collects on snow it
darkens the surface, causing the
snow to absorb more solar radi-
ation instead of reflecting it —
warming the snow and melting
the snowpack faster and earlier
in the season.

The Center for Snow and
Avalanche Studies has been
tracking dust on snow in
Colorado since 2003. Derry told
the Times the amount of dust
varies from year to year, but
research shows that dust events
are becoming more and more
common.

’

In 2022, Derry tracked 11 dust
starms that likely ariginated in
the Four Corners region, the
arid southwestern intersection
of Colerado, Utah, Arizona and
New Mexico. The Four Corners
area is the source of most of
the dust that travels into the
state. The dust hits the 8an Juan
Mountains first and the hardest
and often dissipates in severity
before it reaches the Gunnison
Valley, he said. But this year
there was plenty of dust to go
around.

March, April and May are typ-
ically the worst months for dust
out of the southwest because of
strang spring winds, Derry said.
Numerous weather agencies,
including the Colorado Climate
Center and the National

Weather Service, marked 2022
as one of the windiest springs
on record — anly adding to the
problem.

“When you see that severe
dust, unless you get a really
snowy springtime, you are
going to see early melt,” Derry
said.

High winds alone can also
contribute to early snowmelt.
In addition to bringing in dust,
dry, warm air masses can redis-
tribute snow and kick it back
up into the atmosphere where
it sublimates — transitioning
straight from a snow solid into
avapor.

Warimn lemperatures, severe
dust events and high winds
are a bad combination, pre-
venting the snow from sticking
around, Derry said. The nega-
tive impacts from an early pulse
of snowmelt can appear later in
the summer with diminished
stream flows compared to nor-
mal years.

“The snowpack is a natural
reservoir and if it's losing its
water early that's going to create
problems for almost everybody:
recreation, fishers and farmers,”
he said.

Dave Gochis, hydro-meteo-
rologist for the National Center
of Atmospheric Research, has
been tracking flows across
Colorado. According to Gochis,
carly peak runoff was a wide-
spread phenomenon, particu-
larly throughout the southern
half of the state. The Dolores,

Animas, Rio Grande, Conejos,
Uncompahgre, Gunnison and
Taylor rivers all peaked in mid-
May, nearly a month earlier
than normal, depending on the
basin.

As of June 9, the streamflow
gauge on the Gunnison River
read 74% of the historical aver-
age. On Tomichi Creek, stream-
flow sits about 22% of average.
Upstream, the East River at
Almont and the Taylor River at
Taylor Park measured over 80%.

Local rafting guide Vito
Covelli said that, although early
runoff can negatively affect fish
and the health of the river, he
doesn’t expect it ta slow tour-
ism along the Taylor River. 'The
brunt of Three Rivers’ rafting
business spans eight weeks
from June 22 to August 15 when
kids go back to school, far after
peak runoff. Flows also remain
steady because water is released
out of the dam,

“I've already had better trips
this year so far than I've had the
last two years in terms of excite-
ment and water levels,” Covelli
said. “I think that’s going to be
pretty consistent, at least till
the end of July and it'll get us
through our tourist season.”

(Bella Biondini can be con-
tacted at 970.641.1-114 or bella@
gunnisontimes.com.)



A8 « NEWS - Thursday, June 16, 2022

C OFFEE
TRADER

Established 1999
Colorado, USA

Coffe.é. Drinkers
Are Free Thinkers

“resl
'IE»:;:':i ] N&_uu
Pastries Cold Brew
Breaktast Cg:‘vg;:d
Burritos & X u!f ‘f’
Sandwiches Lombucha

ON THE CORNER OF MAIN ST. AND DENVER
Open Monday-Friday 6 a.m. - 6 p.m. / Saturday-Sunday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

IMMIGRANT HERITAGE
MONTH 2022
The Rfsilz'em.y Project invites all to come and
share your culture.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22
IOOF Park - Main St. & Virginia Ave.

3:30pm=7pm (set up 4:30pm clean up dﬂcr 7:00pm1)

Potluck style. Bring a dish, a beverage, a pastry or...from
your heritage. This is meant as a tasting and community
collaboration to share out tastes qf cultures.

Let us know ff)ou would like fojoin by Fﬁddy,}une 17th
at cbaMw@gunnison. com andjor call
The Chamber at 970.641.1501,

Mousic in the Park with Mid-Week on Main Séreet!

SEE YOU THERE/
NEfgiace: Gunnison Country
- CHAMBER of COMMERCE

SGM, AN ENGINEERING, CONSULTING
AND SURVEYING FIRM., IS SEEKING
CIVIL ENGINEERS WITH 0-5 YEARS OF

EXPERIENCE AND A CIVIL CAD DESIGNER
FOR OUR GUNNISON OFFICE.

For details. please visit the JOIN
OUR TEAM page on our website:

www.sgm-inc.com/employment-2/

$SGM
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Local projects receive
grants for land protection
and watershed restoration

$280,000 in
GOCO funds
awarded

The Great Qutdoors
Colorado {GOCOQO) board has
awarded two grants total-
ing $285,100 for projects in
Gunnison County. A $127,000
grant will help the Crested
Butte Land Trust permanently
protect the Schutt Wetlands
near Crested Butie with a
conservation easement and a
$158,100 grant will support the
Upper Gunnison River Water
Conservancy District’s plan-
ning efforts to increase resilient
wet meadows in the county.

The first grant is part of
GOCO’s Land Acquisition pro-
gram, which supports urban
and rural landscape, waterway
and habitat protection priori-
ties across Colorado.

Funding will help the
Crested Butte Land Trust per-
manently conserve 107 acres
of private land adjacent to the
town of Crested Butte with a
conservation easement. The
project will protect critical wet-
lands, grazed pasture land and
a significant reach of the Slate
River, The property is the last
undeveloped large open space
separating the town and neigh-
borhoods to the south and pro-
vides habitat for nesting birds,
fish and big game species that
can all be viewed from the
highway and adjacent public
open space.

The conservation ease-
ment will also secure perma-
nent public access through the
property for an established
popular winter cross-country
ski trail that connects the town
to the nearby Riverbend neigh-
barhood.

“The conservation of wet-
tands throughout the Slate
River Valley has guided the

Crested Butte Land Trust's
work for decades,” said Jake
Jones, executive director at
the Crested Butte Land Trust.
“We are grateful that the Schutt
family is willing to take the
important step of protecting
their land forever.”

Additional funding for the
easement has been provided
by local partners, including
the Town of Crested Butte, 1%
for Open Space, the Gunnison
Valley Land Preservation Fund,
Crested Butte Land Trust and
the property owner.

The second grant is part of
GOCO's planning and capacity
program, which invests in proj-
ects that address opportunities,
explore issues, engage commu-
nities and examine trends in
the outdoors.

Funding will help the
Upper Gunnison River Water
Conservancy District expand
meadow restoration in the
Upper Gunnison River water-
shed and support restora-
tion work in neighboring San
Miguel, Mesa and Eagle coun-
ties. The project will implement
low-tech processes that restore
stream and meadow func-
tion; reduce erosion; improve
hahitat for a wide variety of
wildlife species like the threat-
ened Gunnison sage-grouse;
and increase soil moisture to
address impacts of drought,
wildfire and climate change.

The investment will help
address two significant bar-
riers to wet meadow restora-
tion in Colorado: the unavail-
ability of trained professionals
and volunteer groups able to
do the work and necessary site
planning and permitting to
implement the projects on fed-
eral lands. Funds will support
training and site planning and
increase the project coalition's
capacity to implement more
projects annually and lever-
age increasing federal and state

funding opportunities.

“The Wet Meadow and
Riparian Restoration and
Resilience Building Project is
an exciting cross-boundary
collaborative that has a long
history of preserving and
restoring wet meadows criti-
cal to drought resilience and
the federally threatened
Gunnison sage-grouse,” said
Cheryl Cwelich, watershed
program coordinator at the
Upper Gunnison River Water
Conservancy District. “We are
excited to scale up the next
phase of our work in new areas
and train the next generation of
restoration professionals.”

The project involves a broad
coalition of state and federal
government agencies, local
ranchers and agricuitural pro-
ducers, nenprofit and volun-
teer organizations, youth lead-
ers and academic institutions
that have been working togeth-
er to restore wet meadows for
over 10 years.

Wet meadows make up
a small portion of sagebrush
and forest ecosystems but are
vital sources of food, cover
and water for a wide variety
of wildlife. These features also
act as sponges to trap water
and sediment in the ground,
which improves water quality
and supports late season flows.
These functions are beneficial
to overall ecosystem health,
drought mitigation, wildlife,
wildfire prevention and graz-
ing.

To date, GOCO has invesi-
ed more than $46.5 million in
projects in Gunnison County
and conserved 33,694 acres of
land there. GOCO funding has
supported the conservation of
Trampe Ranch, Crested Butte’s
Town Park, renovations to Big
Mine Ice Arena, the Gunnison
Bridge to Bridge Trail, Charmar
Park and the Gunnison Dog
Park, among other projects.

Join us for a Celebration of Life
for Linda Fialkoff

We invite you to join us on June 30th at the
Adaptive Sports Center's Kelsey Wright Building
to remember and celebrate the life of our dear
friend Linda Fialkoff. Linda was a huge part
of our Adaptive family—a participant, board

member, and past board president who left us
far too early on December 18, 2021,

Date: June 30, 2022
Time: 4:00-6:00pm
Location: Kelsey Wright Building
19 Emmons Road, Mt. Crested Butte

RSVP by June 21:
allison@adaptivesports.org | (970) 349-2296

ADAPTIVE SPORTS CENTER
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OPINION

The Colorado River Compact hasn't aged well

The Colorado River Compact
turns 100 this year, but any
celebration is damped down
by the drying-up of the big res-
ervoirs it enabled. The Bureau
of Reclamation’s “first-ever”
shortage declaration on the
river acknowledges officiaily
what we've known for years:
the compact and all the mea-
sures augmenting it, collectively
known as the Law of the River,
have not prevented the river’s
over-development.

Nearly every pronounce-
ment from the water establish-
ment about the centennial of
the Colorado River Compact
calls it the “foundation,” “the
cornerstone” of the Law of the
River — as though before the
compact was adopted, the river
was lawless.

It wasn't. The real founda-
tion of the Law of the River is
the appropriation doctrine
that all seven river basin states
embraced from their start, an
evolving body of common law
foundational to all water devel-
opment in the arid American
West.

‘There is much to appreciate
in the appropriation doctrine.
Tt allows water to be claimed
only by those who are actually
putting it to beneficial use, thus
precluding speculation. It pro-
tects existing downstream users
from having their supply dried
up by new upstream users. It
has shown flexibility in incorpo-

George Sibley
Writers on the Range

rating new uses.

But the appropriation doc-
trine also evolved as a powerful
engine for growth. Its “first in
time, first in right” promise of
perpetual, secure use rewards
those who get to the water first.

Judicial decisions then
increased its potential for
spurring growth. The abstract
“right to use water” came to be
a property right that could be
bought and sold like an auto-
mabile, and water whose use
was so purchased could then be
moved anywhere — along with
its seniority. This enabled cit-
ies and other large entities with
concentrated economic power
to buy and move water far from
its origin, including water they
were not yet ready to use, which
clashed with the appropria-
tion doctrine’s anti-speculation
intent.

The Colorado River Compact
commission came together
100 years ago to impose some
control on that growth engine.

Now is no

Safe, reliable roads are a
necessity in every community
and ensuring their maintenance
is one responsibility of local
government. Good roads are a
part of public safety and pro-
mote commerce through mobil-
ity.

For some time, Gunnison
County leaders have put band-
aids on the roads and bridges
program, crossing their fingers
that potential increases in state
funds would solve the county’s
budgetary waes. Gunnison
County funds road and bridge
projects through a variety of
state and federal sources. Yet,
currently, the roads and bridg-
es fund is operating with a $1.3
million deficit. County leaders
have long needed to address the
underfunding.

More than a decade ago,
county leaders, faced with a
similar situation, considered
an impact fee on new develop-
ment. The reasoning was that
heavy equipment traffic takes
a toll on roadways so develop-
ment should pay. That plan was
ditched. Why? Commissioners
realized the impending reces-
sion of 2008 would make this
additional fee a burden to the
construction business.

In 2018, Gunnison County
leaders noted that two state-
wide transportation initiatives
would be on the November bal-
lot, one of which promised to

Chris Rourke
Special to the Times

bring funding to the local level.
While money for projects was
tight, county leaders made do,
pending the outcome of the
election. Both initiatives failed,
leaving county leaders hanging,
Because general fund money
cannot be used for roads and
bridges, Gunnison County
Commissioners now want us
to pay the difference through a
new tax, rather than fitting proj-
ects to available funding. Their
idea is to put forth a ballot ini-
tiative asking for new revenue.
While community infrastruc-
ture may be a good use of tax
dollars, now is not time to tax.
Following a global crisis,
soaring inflation (8.6% nation-
ally}), out of control gas pric-
es ($5 a gallon in Gunnison),
growing unaffordability in food
and housing, bear markets and
a Federal Reserve rate hike on
the horizon, Gunnison County
taxpayers have little left to fork
over. Leading economic fore-

The seven Colorado River Basin
states had finally acknowledged
that they would have to honor
each other’s prior appropria-
tions and they knew that could
precipitate a chaotic seven-state
horse race, with each state try-
ing ta appropriate as much
water as possible as quickly as
possible,

Their initial strategy was
to prevent that by determin-
ing what each state could
“equitably” use. That failed,
because the cumulative sum of
what they each believed they
deserved added up to consider-
ably more than the river's aver-
age flow,

Finally, they just divided
the seven-state horserace into
three-state and four-state horse
races, details to be worked
out later, and that became
the essence of the compact. It
wasn’t quite what they had set
out to do, but it satisfied the
federal government enough
to allow reclamation’s eager
beavers to begin developing the
river's mainstem.

‘The compact and subsequent
laws, agreements, contracts
and other measures we know
as the Law of the River impose
public priorities on the Upper
and Lower Basins, limit water
for California, designate water
for Mexico, add recreation as a
beneficial use, incorporate envi-
ronmental restrictions, limit
California again, construct shell

time to tax

casters estimate inflation will
not go below 6.3% in 2022, and
another recession may knock
on our doors soon.

Yet, the county has spent mil-
lions of doliars on the purchase
of land for a new boat ramp and
park (Shady Island), a hous-
ing complex south of Crested
Butte (the Whetstone parcel)
and is funding the construction
of a new library. While I recog-
nize that certain pots of money
come with strings attached as to
how they can be spent, where is
the similar creativity to fund the
basics of our roads?

A new tax will burden a pop-
ulation already struggling to live
here, and the timing could not
be worse. A new tax will unfairly
compete with the school dis-
trict’s ask for almost $84 million
in funding for school improve-
ments. Should we ask voters to
choose between our children
and our roads? Most often when
voters are faced with multiple
tax increases, they say “no” to
all.

To put this burden on taxpay-
ers now gives the appearance
that county leaders are tone
deaf to the struggles their con-
stituents are facing. The mid-
dle class is squeezed. Solutions
should have been sought long
before record inflation and
gas prices took a chunk of our
income.

Even Democrat Gov. Jared

games with reservoirs, et cetera.

But a good question for
evaluating the compact and
the Law of the River today is
this: Would the situation on the
Colorado River today have been
any worse, or different, had
there been no Colorado River
Compact and its augmenting
“Law of the River?”

Given that the desert empire
watered by the Colorado River
continues to grow virtually
unchecked, with 50-80% more
growth anticipated by mid-cen-
tury, even as the water supply
shrinks 4-5% for every degree of
temperature increase, it may be
time to stop trying to construct
control systems around the
growth engine, and look into
the engine itself.

This is, of course, something
no one wants to touch. But
what can else be done when
an apprapriation doctrine has
nothing left to appropriate
and the growth it enables has
become dollar-driven and spi-
raling out of control?

(George Siblev is a contrib-
utor to Writers on the Range.
writersontherange.org, an
independent nonprofit dedi-
cated to spurring lively discus-
sion about Western issues. He
writes extensively about the
Colorado River.)

Polis has agreed to delay a
new transportation fee on
gas passed by legislators in
202]. Lawmakers’' transporta-
tion “fee” circumvented the
Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights which
requires a new tax be put to the

vote of the peaple (a topic for |

another column). This “fee” is
only on hold until April 2023,
only a few months after the
November election. Still, you
must admire the Democrat
leader for reducing this finan-
cial burden, even if you ques-
tion his motive in an election
year. Why is our one-party
board seeking a new tax right
now?

Commissioners must show
fiscal judgment and common
sense when it comes to county
business. While Cadillac proj-
ects are being funded through
initiative and resourcefulness,
leadership must be shown to
provide the basic need of roads
and bridges. It's time to sharpen
pencils and prioritize funda-
mentals of government services
without asking taxpayers yet for
another dime.

(Chris Rourke is a free-
lance writer and a resident of
Gunnison County.)
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NATIONAL PARKS: Public or private?, B2
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Jacob Spetzler
Findo ane Speits Editor

The Gunnison River Festival cel-
ebrated its 20th anniversary last
weekend. Warm weather and high
flows meant perfect conditions for a
variety of competitions and events.

On Friday afternoon, the fes-
tival kicked off with a “Wings over
Water” bird watching float on the
Gunnison. In the evening, the Upper
Taylor raft and kayak race took place
in the evening with flows at about
300 cubic feet per second {cfs) out of
the dam augmented with snow melt.

On the kayak side, Kestrel Kunz
took the top spot in the women's
division, followed up by Sydney
Dickinson, with second, and
Lotraine Bruteig who earned third.
For men, Nate Ober took first place,
while Rob Dickinson found second
and Sam Reaman notched third.

For the rubber boaters, a Three
Rivers Resort raft took first place
with a 31:49 minute time. At 33:20,
Meghan Robertson’s raft was a close
second and “RapsofNM” was just
behind her at 34:41.

The race had strong participation
from both local and regional boat-
ers, said festival organizer Joellen
Fonken. Awards

were presented at the I Bar Ranch
later that evening before a perfor-
mance by the Wailers.

Then, on Saturday, the river
action moved down to the Gunnison
Whitewater Park. The spectacle last-
ed all day and featured everything
from educational clinics to a kayak
competition and an inflatable rodeo
where rafters attempted to surf the
waves like a kayak with inconsistent
SUCCEss.

“Saturday was hot, so the spec-
tators munbers were back to pre-
COVID stats looking for shade and
action along the banks at Gunnison
County Whitewater Park,” Fonken
said in an enyail.

The g - festival finished out
on Sunday with
another day at the
Whitewater Park
and a focus on
board sports. A
“Women's Intro
to Surf” was held
in the morning
before an “Against
the Flow Paddle

Battle. In the afternoon, the main
Surf Jan took place. Rather than a
standard placement model, the Surf
Jam was ranked by style and tricks.
P} Brown took Women's Overall
Crowd Favorite while Bo Thomsen
was named the crowd faverite for
the men'’s division.

The day and the festival itself
wrapped up with a kid’s “Grom Land
Surf Jam.” Logan Boscara took the
“Best Surfing” title, Heath Talbert
was named “Crowd Favorite” while
Moses Write, Dylan Boscaro and
Makai took “Best Tricks,” “Most
Flow” and “Best Style” respectively.

A high point of the early summer,
the festival showcases the Gunnison
community's commitment and love
for its various waterways.

“Our rivers were celebrated, new-
bies learned some skills, pros shared
and smiles were broad,” Fonken
said.

(Jacob Spetzler can be contacted
at 970.641.1414 or jacob @gunnison-
times.com.)

SPORTS: Stingrays back in the hunt, B8
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Stingrays eye another state
champlonshlp thls year

Take first at
home meet

John Mark Sibley

This past weekend,
Gunnison hosted a swimming
event with participants from
around the Western Slope.
Among the represented towns
were Salida, Meeker, Montrose,
Delta and our Gunnison
Stingrays. About 150 kids com-
peted, with ages ranging from
preschool to high school. This
event ended with Gunnison
coming in first place.

On Friday night everyone
swam in the 100-meter. Then,
an Saturday, they swam the
younger ages in the morning
and the older groups in the
afternoon. On Sunday all ages
were mixed and, in the end,
Gunnison won by over 100
points.

With 46 kids in total at the
meet, each swam a maximum
of four events on Saturday and
Sunday.

“I would say 1 was impressed
with Jemma Petrie’s 100-meter
breaststroke. She was less than
a second off of her top time this
winter, in high school swim-
ming. Maddie Stice swam well,
just coming off of a track sea-
son. “She was awesome,” said
Coach Tami Maciejko.

It’s a large group of swim-
mers on the team this summer
so they have a correspondingly
large number of coaches who
range in age.

“Ella O’Neal, myself, John
Landrick and Anna Cattles are
coaching this year. And it's
been a great coaching staff,”
Maciejko said.

The team itself has a large
range of ages, with the young-
est being four years old, and
the oldest being high schooler,

The Stingrays pose for a group photo at the Gunnison Community Cen-
ter during last week's meet

Anna Cattles, who jumped in to
compete during the weekend.

“These kids all show up
every morning at 7:30 a.m.
They train five days a week and
they travel on weekends. Total
of two hours in the morning
and another at night, so that's
a total of three hours a day that
they are training,” Maciejko
said.

The fact is that the Gunnison
Stingrays are a ¢lub team, yet
they compete with year round
teams, and they still manage to
make waves. Gunnison is the
returning Western Slope State
Champ and Maciejko says she
has high hopes for this summer
as well.

“I think we can make a good
showing of it again this year,
Meciejko said.

With a meet this weekend in
Montrose, Delta after that, and
maybe Telluride, they're road
to the finish is far from over.

The climax of all these
events will begin on the fourth
of July weekend with a large
Grand Junction invitational,
and shortly after that the State

meet will take place. These
big events mean the Stingrays
show their worth by standing
up alongside teams fromn far
more populated areas.

Maciejko attributes the
team’s strong recent perfor-
mances to the community of
Gunnison. “I give that to the
parents and to the athleticism
that's in the Gunnison Valley.
You don't move to Gunnison to
sit on a couch,” she said.

Maciejko says the kids are
taking that support and put-
ting it to good use. Not every
teenager is interested in the
discomfort of participating in
competitive sports during the
summer.

“1'd just like some recogni-
tion for these kids, you know,
they're on summer break.
These teenagers are here every
morning at 7:30. They are train-
ing hard, and just doing a great
job,” Maciejko said.

(John Mark Sibley can be
contacted at 970.641.1414.)

Special Thanks to our Free

Over 75 kids learned to swim!
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THIS WEEK AT THE PIONEER MUSEUM
“The Summer of ‘82"

——

e el
-

——

Old John Robinson’s

OFERTOWERING, GIGANTIC

UNION OF SHOWS

tireat World's Exposltion, Matchless Menagerie, Augmented
Agrariom, Narvelows Nuseum, Egypilan Caravan, and

STRICTLY MORAL CIRCUS !

Submitted by
Larry McDonald

Gunnison's “hoom* was in
full bloom back in 1882 and
during this week 140 years ago
our region was hoppin! Today
we'll take a look back at those
exciting days in our valley.

The front page of the
Gunnison Daily News-
Democrat was dominated by
a double column ad for Old
Jaohn Robinson's Overtowering
Gigantic Union of Shows,
likely the greatest circus to
every appear in our “neck of
the woods”. Fifty magnificent
palace cars carrying 2 million
dollars (57 million today!) worth
of investment from one of the
longest running family-owned
circuses in the country with
four generatlions of Robinson's
“running the show” between
1842 and 1911.

The Gunnison Daily Review
featured an exceilent article
on the history of the Parks
& Endner Planing Mill, and we
sure are glad they made the
decision to set up shop here
and not in Leadville as they had
originally planned. Mr. William
H. Endner left a lasting legacy in
our community as the museum
recently received a $20,000
donation from the trust fund
he so generously teft behind.
Anather front-page article was
an update on a house bill in
Washington dealing with the
opening of the Ute Reservation
1o settlement along with an ad
for the “New” Dawson House
managed by the Herrick Brothers
affering board for $2.00 per day
and $6.50 per week.

The Gunnison Free Press
reported on a grand picnic to
be held at Central Park near
the water works. “The grounds
have been nicely fitted up with
swings, croquet grounds, a
splendid pavilion to dance in, in

fact everything to amuse and
please all.” Alonzo Hartman's
store is offering Spaulding
League balls and a “splendid
{ot of bats” for summer play. A
meeting to finally establish a
Fire Hose company on the east
end was also announced to be
heid.

Tin Cup had two weekly
newspapers back in ‘82 and
the Banner was announcing
that two railroads would soon
reach their community, with the
Denver & Rio Grande coming up
Taylor Canon and the Tin Cup &
Gunnison from Buena Vista over
Cottonwood Pass. The Record
reports on the importance of the
area being well represented at
the upcoming Nationat Mining
and Industrial Exposition
in Denver and that plans to
connect Tin Cup to telegraph
and telephone were now being
made.

The Pitkin Independent
reported that the construction of
the railroad line over Alpine Pass
was making good progress and
that the roadbed was completed
to a point “a mile and half this
side of Woodstack”, along with
mentions of continuing issues
with smelters and mining
updates.

Irwin's Elk Mountain Pilot
published a wonderful review of
the past year along with plenty
of commentary on the poor
conditions of the roads and
the need to build a new one to
Crested Butte,

And with Wyatt Earp and his
brother Warren already living
on the Chinery Ranch just west
of town following the Vendetta
Ride, Doc Holliday arrives this
week and gives one of his
greatest Interviews to a local
newspaper reporter with the
News-Democrat

Follow our Facebook page
for a reenactment of "A Man
of Sand”, and so much more
amazing local historyt

MUSEUM OPEN DAILY FROM 9 A.M.-5 PM.

THROUGH SEPTEMBER

ADMISSION $10 AGES 13+, $3 FOR AGES 6-12, FREE FOR 5 AND UNDER

FOLLOW ON FACEBOOK FOR CURRENT INFORMATION

e \

LOCATION: 803 E.
TOMICHI AVE.,
GUNNISON

(970) 641-4530

www.GunnisonPioneerMuseum.com
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Colorado River District supporting grant applications for

federal funding
News | 2d ago

Eliza Noe
enoe@summitdaily.com
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T} g /) COLORADO RIVER DISTRICT

PROTECTING WESTERN COLORADO WATER SINCE 19357

The Colorado River Water Conservation District spans 15 Western Slope counties. Voters across the district are considering a mill-levy increase that would raise the River
District’s budget by $5 million, funding a variety of water-related projects.
Colorado River District/Courtesy image

The Colorado River District is opening a special round of its Community Funding Partnership to to support applications for federal
funding made available through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

Community Funding Partnership’s accelerator grants are designed to help Western Slope water users build a competitive application
for federal funding. This includes support in grant-writing, feasibility, design, preliminary environmental review, benefits analysis and
engineering. The Colorado River District will consider supporting up to 85% of funding needs for this limited funding opportunity.

Grant deliverables must include a timely application to a federal funding opportunity that must be submitted by Dec. 31, 2023 and in
no cases later than Dec. 31, 2024. Priority will be given to applications targeting a 2023 federal funding round. For more information,
visit ColoradoRiverDistrict.orgi4.

Applications for the Community Funding Partnership grants are due Aug. 1.
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Support Local Journalism

As a Summit Daily News reader, you make our work possible.

Now more than ever, your financial support is critical to help us keep our communities informed about the evolving coronavirus
pandemic and the impact it is having on our residents and businesses. Every contribution, no matter the size, will make a

difference.

Your donation will be used exclusively to support quality, local journalism.

DONATE
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BRIEFS

Ballots on the way

This week, Colorado county
clerks will begin mailing ballots
to eligible registered active vot-
ers for the 2022 state primary
election.

Registered Republicans,
Democrats and Unaffiliated vot-
ers who selected a party prefer-
ence will be mailed one ballot
packet for their party’s primary.
Unaffiliated voters who did not
select a party preference will
receive both a Democratic and
Republican ballot, but they may
only vate and return one. If both
ballots are voted and returned,
neither will count.

Coloradans can still register
to vote and update their voter
registration at GoVoteColorado.
gov through June 20 to receive a
ballot in the mail. After jJune 20,
Coloradans can register and vote
in-person up to 7 p.m. on elec-
tion day.

Beginning on June 15, 24-hour
drop boxes will be available at:

-Blackstaock Government
Center at 221 N. Wisconsin $t.

-Crested Butte Town Hall,
Crank's Plaza, 507 Maroon Ave.,
Crested Butte

-Crested Butte South (Mail
Room), 61 Teocalli, Crested
Butte

Palisade Wall and Alpine
Tunnel Road repairs begin

Phase one of three for the
rehabilitation of the damaged
Palisade Wall and reconstruction
of the Alpine Tunnel Road near
Pitkin, Colorado began on June
6. The first phase will include
rock scaling of the cliff above the
Palisades Wall and will last for
approximately three weeks.

During the rock scaling phase,
FS Road 839, above, below, and
around the Palisade Wall, will be
closed to traffic for public safety.

The large turnaround area
at the junction of 839 and trail
488 that leads to Hancock and
Tomichi Pass is part of the clo-
sure area and will be closed to
the public. Racks pried off the
cliff face may roll long distances,
and some could cross FS 839.
Traffic control personnel and
closure barriers will be in place
during working hours,

The segment of FS 839 from
Sherrod Loop to Alpine Station
will remain closed to OHV use
until the Palisade Wall and
Alpine Tunnel Road are com-
pletely reconstructed.

Water Roundup canceled

Due to unforeseen circum-
stances the first annual Upper
Gunnison River Basin Water
Roundup at T Bar Ranch has
been canceled. The district

COMMUNITY
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SHOUT IT FROM THE MOUNTAIN TOPS -
THANK'YOU TO OUR EDUCATORS!

0 be a teacher is to make the choite every
single day to love, protect, and yuide a
group of young people as they learn to
make sense of the world and their place
within it.

To make this choice gach day, and to continue
to cross the threshold of a classroom with the
weight of all of the responsibilities of an educator
in 2022, takes more than just courage. Those whe
continue to show up to do this work understand
the sacrifices, large and small, that are baked into
their professional duties and reinforced by their
depth of care for their students.

Young people today are growing up in ene of
the most difficult times in the country’s history.
They see the stress in the eyes of their parents
and families, friends in the classroom, and in the
mirror looking back at them. In order to continue
to function and grow, they need a sense of
nasmalcy, consistency, and safety. And they need
someone to remind them that they matter a great
deal, just because of the human that they are

if ane were ta stroli the hallways and peek
into classrooms around Gunnison County, they
would witness a spectrum of minor miracles
being facilitated by our educators. Writing
curricula and delivering lesson plans isitself a
40-hour per week job; that barely scratches the
surface of what teachers give each day They
choreagraph an elaborate dance around the
classroom, differentiating their instruction based
upon individual needs, assessing body language
and facial expressionis, uplifting each student's
voice, and redirecting attention from mevitable
distractions.

As kids grow up, their connections with teachers
naturally evolve. For teachers, everything starts
and ends with relationships. The path to mutual
trust and understanding looks markedly different
for each student, but it is up to the teather to map
out the route 10 get there. It takes a greal deal of
energy and time, but it is worlh it because the end

Katy Bye, Special Eduration Teacher at Gunnison Elementary

Scheal was The winner of ar's CRGV Toa Tredway

Bwsefengs i Jeazhing Awass

result is Ihe sludent benelitting from the love and
care diracted toward them from a truster guide

In order for educators to continue showing
up for aur students in the dassroom, they
must wili themselves through a host of outside
influences that most other professionals can't fuily
understand. These factors, alongside stagnant
wages for decades, help iliuminale why there
is a teacher shortage nationwide. But they also
underpin the reasons why the teachers who have
continued in the profession need (o be celebrated,
supported, and compensated even more.

The Community Foundation of the Gunnison
Valley continues to celebrate and support our
local educators in a vaniety of ways. Each year, in
pantnership with the school districl, we provide
the Dan Tredway Memaorial Excellente in Teaching
Award. This year's award weni to Katy Dye, a
Spedial Education Teacher at Gunnison Elementary

LEARN MORE ABOUT CFGY
AT WWW.CFGY.ORG

FEATURED PROPERTY

Honest, Ethical,
Protessional

Avonin Tonseno
Broker Ovwner

NEW LISTING Willow Creek

in Ohio City features
an excellent mixture of
wildlife, nearby trails,

aspen, pines & 300 feet

attached garage, large
detached barn, touched
by Forest Service lands.
5498 County Road 771;
$1,750,000.

of Gold Creek frontage. 3
bdrm/2 bath house, huge

School. Nominated by her peers, Katy has huilt
trust and created space for understanding and
individual learning for hundreds of students

over the years. Additionally, the Gunnison Valley
Educalion Foundation, a companent fund of CFGV,
awards a number of Teacher Innovation Grants

to district educators each year. This year, almost
$12,000 was awarded to nine different teacher-
led initiatives in the Distric1,

Achilles Johnson, current Gunnison High
Sthaol student and Executive Director of the
Gunnison Project, recently released a statement in
response to the tragedy in Uvalde, TX. He shared
a call to action, which can help serve as a heacan
of direction as we prepare for a new school year
in the fall: “We must taak to the future with hope,
with an unshakable belief that we can write 3
safe and more prosperous destiny for curselves.
We must be thorough when we make decisions
that affect others. We must listen to each other,
regardess of aur viewpoint. We must pursue the
future with an open mind and an open heart”

As we move into the summer, let us not forget
to thank the heroes in our community who wili
once again welcome a new batch of students in
the fail.

Te all teachers, administrators and staff
members of the Gunnison Watershed School
District who continue to keep showing ug tor our
students, we say, "thank you!”

TO LEARN MORE:
22 years of Excellence in Teaching Awards:
cfgv.org/excellence-in-teathingi

Gunnison Valley Education Foundation:
i I dation org

valleyeduc

The Gunnison Project:
new.thegunnisenproject.org

OPPORTUNITY
KNOCKS at Sporismans
Resort in Ohic Cily!
Year-round accass
location. mature trees,
positioned on 1.28 acres.
would make a great
retreal or base camp.
Ride Cumberland Pass
over to Taylor Reservoir
tor the day. 116 County
Road 771: $499,900.

NEW LISTING 3.30
agcra parcel n Blua
Mesa Subdivision has
greal mountain views &
is ready for your cabin
or weekend gataway.
Phone & electric nearby,
Located betwean Lake
City & Gunnison oft
Highway 149, 4751 Blug
Mesa Drive: $47,000.

NEW LISTING Well cared for 2
1 bath home at Three

hopes to reschedule the event. Drainage is 660 deeded acres
overlooking Mill Creek & the Ohio
Creek Valley, with awesome views
of the Castles & Anthracites. So
much to offer for the outdoor
enthusiast, from RV camping, fall
hunting camps & hiking. Large elk
& mule deer herds nestled in the
aspen & pine groves. Owners get 2
deer tags for Unit 54. 2500 County
Road 6; $1,900,000.

{970} 209-6208

miss this one! 25 Co
771; $495,000.

3 HOMES TOTAL [nvestment
apportunity in town where each
home is 2 bdrm/1 bath, tenants
pay utilities, $5,400 income per
month. Location near the airport
and fairgrounds. 314 5. 12th St;

$1,200,000.

metal roof, woodstov
remodeled. 95 George Bailey Drive
#16; $70,000.

LAND FOR SALE Very nice lot in
the town of White Pine, CO. White
Pine has rich Colorado history
known for Coal and Silver Mines.
This is a great location to build
your dream cabin or park your RV,
9900 County Road 888; $25,000.

Clarification

Jody Coleman was listed as
co-author of the article in last
week's Times called “Schoal
board approves teacher pay
raise.” While Caleman contrib-
uted to the report, she did not
write it. We apologize for any
confusion.

Jos# Tewnsenn
Bioker ‘Owner

(970) 209-4479

Cuarke Acency Real Estate
241 N, Main St
Gunnison, CO 81230
Office: (970) 641-0511
www.clarkeagency.net

O B pLs  Peaple’s Choice Award for Best Realtor 2021 +43) View listings at: www.clarkeagency.net IR 3 €
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GUEST COMMENTARY

Gunnison Country Times

THIS WEEK AT THE PIONEER MUSEUM Meeting the Great

Cinder Ella -
The Glass Slipper Fit!

—

— -

e

Submitted by
Larry McDonald

Baldwin Locomotive #268
was built in Philadelphia in early
1882, one of 150 C-16 2-8-0
narrow gauge engines General
William Jackson Palmer ordered
at a cost of $§11,290.07 each
(approximately $320,000.00
in today's doliars). They were
shipped west on flatcars to the
Denver & Rio Grande shops in
Denver for final fitting before
arriving in our region. A mention
in the Salida Mail newspaper in
December of 1886 noted #268
was Engineer Goodenough's
locomotive working the Crested
Butte branch.

What is believed to be the
only fatal accident involving
#268 was reported to have
occurred on August 12, 1891,
when she collided with a section
gang on a pushcart on Marshall
Pass, “injuring two or three
men, one it believed fataliy”.
Other early mentions noted her
being serviced at the rail yards
in Satida unti} the November 8,
1912, edition of the Gunnison
News Champion reported
Ed Dundin firing #268 out of
Gunnison and in December fitted
with a wedge plow and bucking
snow between Crested Buite
and Floresta.

The mid-20's found her
being leased to the Rio Grande
Southern Railroad and working
out of Alamosa and Durango
in the 30's. The 1940’s and war
effort gave her new life, along
with #223 and #278, with these
being the only engines left
light enough to meet bridge
requirements on the branch
up Ohio Creek to Baldwin. in
1945, the Denver & Rio Grande
Western chose #268, along with
other historic ralling stock, to
tour their route during their 75th
Anniversary. 1947 left only #268
and #278 active as #223 was
sent to Utah to be put on display.

Three “mistaken” nicknames
for #268 derived from her
appearance at the 1949 Chicago
Railroad Fair where 2.8 million
visitors came through the
gates. She has been mistaken
for Santa Fe Engine 5, “Little
Buttercup” who appeared in
1948, and "Bumbliebee” was a
new paint scheme the D&RGW
had begun using during that
era with #268 one of the first
engines to appear with it. #268
was painted to resemble the
D&RGRR’s very first jocomotive,
“Montezurna® as a tribute.

It was her Hollywood co-stars
that gave #268 the nickname
“Cinder Ella” during her starring
role in the 1952 Paramount
Pictures movie “Denver & Rio
Grande”. She was hauled over
Monarch Pass by truck to Union
Station for the premier in Denver
where she mingled with her
co-stars and other celebrities
before returning to Gunnison.

In the fall of ‘52, engine
#278 was donated to the City
of Montrose and that left only
#268 to haul coal dust, livestock
and bring in abandoned rail
cars from Sapinero until 1955
when she hauls the scrap train
dismantling track. July 1 saw
her fires extinguished for the
final time and two weeks later
she was paraded down Main
Street on a flatbed trailer during
Cattleman’s Days.

She put the "glass slipper”
on for the final time during the
1959 "Rush to the Rockies”
Centennial celebration where
she sat on display next to a new
Titan ballistic missile in front
of the Colorado State Capitol.
Before arriving at the Pioneer
Museum, Cinder Ella sat on
display at Legion Park, and on
the west end of town where the
A&W Restaurant used to be.
We encourage you to follow
our Facebook page for ongoing
tributes ta Cinder Ella during

MUSEUM OPEN DAILY FROM 9 AM.

THROUGH SEPTEMBER

-5 PM.

ADMISSION $70 AGES 13+, $3 FOR AGES 6-12, FREE FOR 5 AND UNDER

FOLLOW ON FACEBOOK FOR CURRENT INFORMATION

LOCATION: 803 E.
TOMICHI AVE.,
GUNNISON

(970) 641-4530

www.GunnisonPioneerMuseum.com

American Desert

Romancing the
‘River of Color’
part 2

George Sibley
STk T

The 100th Meridian is where
the West begins, as distin-
guished from “Back East” — a
line drawn roughly from the
middle of the Dakotas to the
middle of Texas. [t is where the
humid eastern three-fifths of
the continent segued into the
subhumid and arid West —
“The Great American Desert.”
It began with the subhumid (or
semiarid) high plains east of the
Rockies, which receive 10-20
inches of precipitation annu-
ally, considered too little for
dependable unirrigated agricul-
ture, Then west of the Rockies
came the arid region (<10
inches annually) — the Great
Basin between the Rockies and
the Sierras, and nearly all of the
Colorada River Basin. The Great
American Desert became Major
John Wesley Powell’s territory
for western surveys,

What was really going on with
all this “surveying?” Surveyors
were avatars of the new nation’s
“Manifest Destiny,” trumpet-
ed by political carny-barkers
like Calorado’s first territorial
governor William Gilpin, who
declaimed to the U.S. Senate
that it was “the untransacted
destiny of the American people
to subdue the continent — to
rush over this vast field to the
Pacific Ocean — to animate
the many hundred millions of
its people, and to checr them
upward — to set the principle
of self-government at work — to
establish a new order in human
affairs””

Remember, though, the
deeper contention going on in
America’s westward expansion:
the cultural conflict between
those advancing the dominant
city-based Industrial Revolution
across the continent, and those
trying to get to the unsettled
places ahead of the Industrial
Revolution with a grassroots
community-hased Agrarian
Counterrevolution.

Most of the surveys were
launched on behalf of the
Industrial Revelution that real-
ly took off during and after the
Civil War. The development
of new industrial fabrication
and assembly procedures, and
the enhanced power of fos-
sil fuels on the production side
were resulting in huge jumps
in productivity. More of every-
thing from the natural world
was needed, and explorers
were sent out to find it, with
the indusnial developers and
their ubiquitous railroads not

s survey of the Great
American Desert became, as
one might expect, an excep-

tion and even a challenge, to
that drive. As a scientist, Powell
saw that the agrarians, even the
ones who had farming experi-
ence, did not understand a sub-
humid or arid landscape. They
were serious romantics, putting
their minds to work in service to
what their hearts felt, but with-
out the balancing discipline of
science.

Believing in their hearts in
the manifest destiny the Gilpins
preached, they came west to
fulfill it despite the reports of a
Great Anerican Desert, accept-
ing without question some
hypotheses about “climate
change.” Rain would follow the
plow, they were told, with mois-
ture released from (urned-over
soil going to the heavens to rain
hack down on the cultivators.

Rainfall in the high plains
was adequate for agriculture
those years. But Powell was
not fooled. His survey work
had showed him enough of the
natural history of the region to
know that the agrarians were
heading for disaster.

In 1878, he came out with
the “Repaort on the Lands of
the Arid Region of the United
States” that went beyond the
typical survey mapping and
cataloging of resources. In his
report, he laid out a some-
what detailed plan for how the
Agrarian Counterrevolution
could work in the arid region,
including sample bills for
Clongress.

He challenged the
Homestead Act with its one-
size-fits-all 160-acrc home-
steads, arguing that 160 acres
was toe much for a fam-
ily attempting an irrigated farm,
and way too little for a ranch-
er wanting to run livestock on
unirrigated land.

Powell believed it took a
communal effort to establish
a good irrigation system in the
arid lands, and tried to point
out how little water there really
was. Even with the most effi-
cient irrigation systems, he cal-
culated, there was only enough
water to irrigale a tiny fraction
of the arid West.

His “report” was generally
ignored, but he was not dis-
couraged. In 1879, he collabo-
rated in the creation of a more
farmal U.S. Geological Survey.

In 1881, he became director
of the USGS, and began to try
and persuade Congress to let
him do a thorough western sur-
vey, mapping all streams and
rivers, and identifying all poten-
tial “irrigation districts,” all unir-
rigable "pasturage districts”
(for raising livestock) and all
water storage sites, so the region
could be settled in an intelligent
and efficient way. He kept his
request reasonable: let’s just
find out what we have before we
dribble it all away.

Nature kicked in to support
his request. A brutal winter in
1886 was followed by a decade

of drier years, which effectively
laid 10 rest the hypotheses that
settlement and cultivation were
changing the climate tavorably.

By 1850, all of the agrar-
ians were convinced that irri-
gation was the only way to go
in the arid lands, and in 1888
Congress actually approved his
massive survey of the West’s
water resources — and going
overboard, amended a funding
bill to essentially shut down all
western development until the
survey was done.

That was a step too far. Once
Congress realized following
Powell's suggestions had shut
down the American growth
machine for {Powell said) six
or seven years for the survey,
they immediately reversed
themselves, canceling the sur-
vey. They took their anger out
on Powell, doing everything
they could to end his tenure in
government. He continued as
director of the USGS, but he was
given next to no funding.

Meanwhile, the agrarian
advocates for irrigation began
holding National Irrigation
Congresses, with hundreds of
attendees in public meetings
more like revivals than scientific
gatherings — a perception rein-
forced by journalist and chief
organizer William Smythe, who
proclaimed that irrigation was
“not merely a matter of ditches
and acres, but a philosophy, a
religion, and a programme of
practical statesmanship rolled
in to one”

Powell realized that, while
the agrarians had accepted
the necessity of irrigation in
the arid lands, they still had
not fully understood that the
essence of aridity was too lit-
tle water. Invited to the second
Irrigation Congress in 1893, in
Los Angeles, Powell again tried
to warn the 700 attendees that
there was not enough water for
the 600 million acres they pro-
posed to make bloom like the
biblical rose.

“1 tell you, gentlemen,” he
said, “you are piling up a her-
itage of conflict and litigation
over water rights, for there is not
sufficient water to supply these
lands!” The crowd booed him
off the stage.

The next year, he resigned
from the USGS, worried that
he had become a liability to his
own vision. In the sum, two out
of three homesteads had failed
by the 1930s.

Throughout the River basin,
the arid West in general, the
heritage the Major predicted is
still playing out today. Powell
died in 1902, too much a gentle-
man to ever say I told you so.

All romances do not have
happy endings — although to
be a tragedy, the players have
to -have learned something
about themselves, even though
it is too late. Otherwise it is just
another unexamined travesty,
blame to be laid elsewhere.
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Gunnison River Festival to
celebrate 20™ anniversary

Upper Gunnison
hosts inaugural
Water Roundup

Befla Biondini

The Gunnison River Festival
will return June 10-12, celebrat-
ing both the headwaters of the
Gunnison watershed and the
20th anniversary of the event.
The Upper Gunnison River
Water Conservancy District
will open up the festival with its
inaugural Water Roundup on
June 9, kicking off a weekend
full of [un and educational water
activities.

Numerous community part-
ners have influenced and
helped the river festival evalve
since Bob Jones and a class at
Western State College first cre-
ated what was known then as the
Gunnison Whitewater Festival
20 years ago. Due to the pan-
demic, the event hasn’t been
able to draw spectators for two
years, and centered mastly an
educational clinics during 2021.
This year, the Gunnison River
Festival is inviting the commu-
nity and visitors back vut on the
water to cheer kayakers on as
they race down the Taylor wear
their best costuime as they float
the Gunnison or learn how fo
river surf.

"Education was awesome,”
said Joellen Fonken, director
of the Gunnison River Festival.
“But people like to compete and
participate. And the collabora-
tion of bringing people together,
it's what makes the festival suc-
cessful!’

The three-day celebration will
begin on Friday, June 10 with a
“Wings over the Water” morn-
ing float an the Gunnison River
led by wildlife experts Kathy
Brodhead, Pat Magee and Arden
Anderson. It will be followed by
American Whitewater's annual
Taylor River downriver raft and
kayak races, Winners will receive
awards at I Bar Ranch at the
Wailers concert that evening.

On Saturday, festival goers can
participate in hands-on educa-
tional clinics on numerous top-
ics including water safety. Later
in the afternoon, kids build their
own foam boat on-site and race
them down the river or go for a
paddle on Mergelman pond and
more, To close the weekend on
Sunday, boaters and river lovers
will gather at the Shady Istand
River Park to take part in the
“Town Run” fun costume float.

To add to the festivities,
Gunnison Waves is hosting its
first ever “Surf Jam,” welcom-
ing river surfers ol all ages and
skill levels to the Gunnison
Whitewater Park. Surf Jam will
inchude a women's intro to surf,
an “Against the Flow Paddle
Battle,” live music and a surf
competition with prizes. In addi-
tion to bringing the local surf
community together, the money
raised from the event will ben-
efit Gunnison Whitewater Park

N Rt

Competitors race down the Taylor River during the Gunnison River

Festival in 2021.

Community members participate in a boater safety clinic at the

Gunnison River Festival in 2021.

A kayaker races down the Taylor River during the Gunnison River
Festival in 2021.

improvements in the future.

Jason Lakey, one of the
original founders of Gunnison
Waves, said the competition is
based on fun, and has a broad
spectrum of categories surfers
can win fram mast stoked to
most improved for the day.

“It's not all about the best surf-
er out there,” Lakey said. “I think
it's gonna be really fun because
of that. it's not an intense com-
petition.”

This will also be the first year
the river festival is collaborat-
ing with the Lake Fork Valley
Conservancy, expading the cel-
ebration into Lake City at Lake
San Cristobal. On Sunday, June
12, festival goers are encouraged
to grab a paddleboard and par-
ticipate in SUP yoga followed by
races and non-motorized boat
prarade around the lake,

‘Water Roundup
On Jjune 9, the Upper
Gunnison River Basin Water
Roundup will take place at the
I Bar Ranch. The conference,
scheduled for the day before the
river festival begins, will focus

on how the community interacts
with the local watershed — tak-
ing a closer look at responding
to wildfire, watershed and for-
est health, ecosystem restora-
tion and agriculture. The day will
close with a barbecue and fire-
side chat with Colorado Water
Conservation Board Executive
Director Becky Mitchell.

After attending confer-
ences around the state, Upper
Gunnison General Manager
Sonja Chavez said she wanted to
refocus the conversation to top-
ics the community is interested
in, fram the economic impacts
of low water levels at Blue Mcsa
to wildfire prevention. She invit-
ed all community members to
attend.

“Let's make this about our
community,” Chavez said.

To learn more or register visit
ugrwed.org/2022-water-round-
up/.

{Bella Biondini cun be contact-
ed at 970.641. 1414 or bella@gun-
nisontines.com.)
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TICKETS TICKETS

AFTEBNOOR  ALL DAY PASS

5 §10

Lunch &
Festivitios  Diaser & Festivites

Festivities’
Only

Dinner Ticket
& Festivities

By e
uewe  LOOATED AT IBAR RAXCH
B TRAVEL 1.2 HILES EAST ON HWY 50 FROH GUNNISON

GUNNISON GALLERY

FIRST FRIDAY'S
ART WALK & MUSIC

Alpaca Keedie Feltings by DIAKE DEL DUCA
Face painting by PATRICIA

Funed Glass by ASHLEY AKERLUND

Live gultar music by ROB WATTLES

124 N. Main St. - (970) 641-6111
www.gunnisongallery.net
Artwork on display until June 30.

Friday, June 3
5-8pm

8Os uweson « views of tha Casttee <o Anthreche Mounimn Rarige. This 5= auras borders 100's of acral
of Nalional Forest ground to the east and norih of the property, making this property the utimate sarctuaty
for mule deer and ek, Located jusl north of Guanison, Colorado in the Ohio Creek Valley, This fantashc pece
of property has so much t offer fur the cutdoor ethusiast, from RY camiping, fall huniing camps, and hikng
Localed in Unit 54, Willow Creek Drainage acreage hoks large el hards and mule deer year-round. Owners
gel 1 Mule Deer lag for Und 54 and 1 Mule Deer 1ag for prvate land Und 54. Owniers can apply for private land
ik ags or get aver-the-counter Bull tags for Uni 54. Just 45 mmutes noith of Gunaison in the pine and aspen
graves, could be your prvats hunting ground in the fall ¢+ summar mounlain recreation getaway, Call for a tour
1o see lhis 660 acre amazing mountain property!

2500 County Ruad 6
$1,900,000

-ﬁ1""’-—

HONEST, ETHICAL, PROFESSIGNAL
Cuara Aatvey Real EsTaTe
241 N. Main St. Gunnison, CO 81230 Josk Towhstsin
www clarkeagency.net 3 Broker/Qwner

WOt LR
- B,

Auonie Townseny
Braker/Owner

1970) 209-6208
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Country
Meadows
sale goes
through

New owner 1o raise
rent by 70%

Bella Biondini

After nearly a year of uncertainty, the
Country Meadows mobile home park, locat-
ed north of Gunnison, is under new owner-
ship. The new owner plans to raise rents
by 70%, putting the community’s residents
under a new kind of pressure, as many fear
displacement due to the sharp increase.

Country Meadows first went up for sale
in June of 2021 for $2.5 million. Under the
Colorado Mobile Home Park Act, residents
are granted a 90-day window to purchase
the park themselves. After reaching out to

Country Meadows A6
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it was an overcast Sunday afternoon in
OBITUARIES A3 May, but all of the boat slips at Elk Creek
Marina sat empty. Nick Moore hacked his
truck down the ramp to retrieve his boat,
ONLINE driving a long way before the pavement met

GUNNISONTIMES.COM the reservoir’s edge.

Moore said he's never seen the reservoir

Elk Creek Marina closed
for the season

this low, even when the water level dropped
in the early 80s after he graduated from
Western State College. Retired now, he fre-
quents Blue Mesa Reservoir throughout the
summer months,

“This is my love life up here,” Moore said.
“It just breaks my heart to see this”

Although Blue Mesa Reservoir will be
fully open for recreation, Elk Creek Marina
and nearby Pappy's Restaurant will remain
closed through the 2022 summer season
due to the looming threat of more down-
stream releases. During the summer of
2021, the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR)
released 36,000 acre-feet — the equivalent

Marina A6
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Gregorio Luna stands outside his home at Country Meadows. He has been unable to work due to an accident last year.

Melita
Ferchau
crowned
discus state
champ

Reflects on a storied
high school career

Jacob Spetzler

Melita Ferchau took home the 3A dis-
cus state championship over the week-
end. She threw a 139'2” at the meet
which took place aver the weekend in
Lakewood. That score not only earned
her the top spot, but broke her own
school record which she set only last
week at the regional meet,

Ferchau's discus career began in sev-
enth grade.

“It was a sports day thing for PE. and
1 got chosen to do the throwing section
for it,” she said. “And the coach said,
‘have you ever thought about track? and
T thought, “well, that sounds like some-
thing I'd be good at”

From the beginning, the distances she
was throwing showed promise. During
her debut year as a high school athlete,
she set several stadium discus records

Ferchau A7
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Meadows

from A1

the county for assistance, ten-
ants requested an extension in
September, but received no reply
or communications from the
previous owner, River Walk, LLC.

Homeowners have been
working for months to find
a solution, including form-
ing a non-profit associa-
tion, Organizacién de Nuevas
Esperanzas (ONE). The board
continued working toward edu-
cating mobile home residents
about their rights as they waited
for answers,

On May 4, residents received
a letter dated April 29 inform-
ing them the mobile home park
had been sold, and that the
new property owner, Ski Town
Village, LLC, was raising rent
from $425 to $725 per maonth
starting July 1. The property,
which is home to almost 400 res-
idents, has been renamed “Ski
‘Town Village.”

Elizabeth McGee, vice presi-
dent of ONE, has been living in
Country Meadows for almost
a year. She is still making pay-
ments on top of the lot rent, and
said she can't see herself walking
away.

“I just feel like we are being
bullied out of our homes,”
McGee said.

She said it will be very diffi-
cult for many residents to come
up with the money they need
to cover the rent hike because
they are on social security, have
a disability or are a one-income
famnily. County Meadows is also
home to many immigrant fami-
lies.

“It's our home, and for me, 'm
disabled,” said Peggy Johnson,
McGee'’s mother, who lives a few
doors down. “For me to try and
find a place by myself, I can’t,
it’s just too hard. 1 cannot afford
a place by myself the way prices
are going up in Crested Butte
and Gunnison.”

“People with money are doing
great. But the lower class peo-

Marina

from A1

of eight vertical feet of water —
from Blue Mesa Reservoir to
augment the dangerously low
water levels of Lake Powell, as it
reeled from worsening drought
conditions across the western
us.

Blue Mesa, then already
approaching record lows after
another dry year, took a hit. The
releases forced Elk Creek Marina
to shut down almost six weeks
early, leaving employees with-
out work. Slip holders were only
given 10 duays to remove Lheir
boats from the reservoir, cutting
over a month from the season.

In 2022, water levels in Blue
Mesa Reserveir have remained
low even after spring runoff.
Although the elevation will fluc-
tuate throughout the summer
months, the reservoir is only
projected to fill to a maximum
of 50%. On May 20, a pale bath-
tub ring around the water body's
edge marked the water at 71 feet
below full capacity.

According to the National Park
Service, the boal docks at Elk

ple that are just trying to make
a living are barely surviving,”
Johnson said.

A 'faceless company’

According to the Colorado
Secretary of State, the new
Denver-based LLC was formed
on April 28, the same day the
park was purchased for $2.59
million. The post office box for
the company is in Cheyenne,
Wyoming. A google search for
Ski Town Village's chief execu-
tive officer John Romero gener-
ated few results, and the com-
pany’s website is mostly blank,
except for the park’s address
and a maintenance number. No
local office exists. McGee said
numerous residents have tried to
contact Romero, but he doesn't
return their phone calls, Others
are afraid to pay rent, because
they don't trust the address list-
ed.

“There is a real issue with the
fact that this is sort of a face-
less company to the residents,”

If their homes
cannot be moved,
then they will lose
them. They lose
everything.

Liz Smith

said William Edwards, Country
Meadows' legal representative.

Cathie Pagano, assistant coun-
ty manager for community and
economic development, said she
has contacted the new owner
twice by phone. She also sent a
certified letter to him to set up
a time when the county can
meet with himn to discuss stafi’s
warries about health and safety
issues at the mobile home park
that have been identified by resi-
dents.

Creek Marina were not designed
to be moveable. The agency
noted significant labor and costs
associated with moving the
docks as water levels change,
influencing its decision to keep
the marina closed.

Eric Loken's family has been
running the marina and res-
taurant as concessionaires
at Curecanti for decades. In
the past, he said he's operated
the facility at lower levels than
forecasted. Loken and his staff
tried to negotiate with the Park
Service, suggesting that his com-
pany become certified to move
the docks, or creating moor-
ing buoys for people with large
boats. But they were told no, he
said.

“They are concerned that
those new docks that they
bought will get damaged,” Loken
said. “Ihey're the landlord, and
we're the tenant”

Elk Creek Marina is usu-
ally open from May 1 through
September. This year the busi-
ness will he unable to collect any
income. As he turned away slip
holders, Loken said he doesn't
know if the business will be able
to survive after heing shut down

Snowmelt floods the roads
at Country Meadows during
the early springtime, creat-
ing deep potholes, and a num-
ber ol trees are at risk of falling
on homes if no maintenance is
done, according to homeowners.
Pagano received one voicemail
from Romero, but did not get a
response when she called back.

Pagano said that Gunnison
County will continue to advo-
cate for the residents both locally
and at the state level, because
they are “integral members of
our community.”

But with the way state regula-
tions are set, that can be a chal-
lenge and provide a lot of oppor-
tunities for property owners to
expleit mobile home park resi-
dents, she said.

In 2020, the Colorado legis-
lature passed the Mobile Home
Park Act with the goal of creat-
ing more protections for mobile
home residents as their com-
munities began to become more
vulnerahle to disruption due to
changes in ownership. In March
of 2022, the state legislature
introduced an amendment to
the act with more protections,
including holding the landlord
responsible for repairing damag-
es, as well as being transparent
abaut any intent to sell a park.
It would also extend the period
that homeowners have to make
a purchase offer and create the
ability to compensate residents
for the cost of moving their
homes if they are displaced by a
land use change.

“If their homes cannot be
maoved, then they will just lose
them,” said Gunnison County
Cominissioner Liz Smith. “They
lose everything. That is ane thing
that 1 think will actually help
disincentivize land use changes
with mobile home parks.”

Smith has been working to
drive change at the state level
— helping draft the legislation
to improve the protections out-
lined by the bill based on what
she believed was needed 1o
support maobile home residents

fOl' an entire season,

“Everyone was pretty dev-
astated,” Loken said. “I know a
lot of peaple who bought boats
recently that were excited to
be out there at the marina, and
now they are going to have to
drive hours away or just sell their
boats ... I've got employees that
come back vear afler year that
now have gone and found other
jobs, so the long term damage it
does to the business is substan-
tial”

Each year, Curecanti National
Recreation Area, (he lands sur-
rounding Blue Mesa, brings
almost a million visitors to the
Gunnison Valley, a community
dependent on summer tour-
ism. While the ramp at Elk Creek
Marina will remain open, the
marina docks — a sumertime
attraction at the reservoir — will
stay empty, driving hundreds ol
boat owners elsewhere,

Tannor Raisley has been
working at the marina since
2013. Even after early closures
last year, he hoped for a heavy
winter that would help the res-
ervoir rebound. A huge storm
hit the valley around Christmas
time and then “it kind of just quit
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Country Meadows resident Elizabeth McGee fears she and her boy-
friend will have to get second jobs to afford the rent increase.

at Country Meadows and else-
where within the county.

At vne point the legislation
included language that would
have prohibited a landlord from
increasing rent on a maobile
home lot by 3% over the course
of a year. However, the rent con-
trol portion of the bill didn’t pass
during the last legislative session
this month due to the threat of
veto from Gov. Jared Polis. Even
so, Smith said there's a fot of
momentum to continue working
in that direction.

“It’'s really important to figure
out how to thread this needle
of making sure we don't pun-
ish people who have been really
good stewards of this housing
and keeping it atfordable to fam-
ilies,” Smith said. At the same
timne, she said they also need to
figure out how to navigate this
“new kind of investment culture”
within one of the most afford-
able housing markets.

“Some buyers may not be as
connected to these communities
and see an investment oppor-
tunity,” Smith said. “Around the
state, we're seeing rents being
raised for some of our most
socioeconomically vulnerable
community residents to what the
market can bear”

Overall, Smith said, County
Meadows is a structural piece of

snowing,” he said.

“Even if we had one of those
winters, it would kind of be a
drop in the bucket when you
look at what's going on down-
stream,” Raisley said. “Even il we
fill Blue Mesa, we're not going
to fill Powell or Mead in a year.
It's pretty scary 1o think that this
could be a more common thing
than we want it to be!"

The boat ramps at Panderosa,
Stevens Creek and Lake Fork are
also closed. At Elk Creek Marina,
only one single-lane ramp is
available to boaters, often cre-
ating a line of people wailing
to put in at the reservoir. Collin
Osborn, a local fishing guide,
said that other guides have
had to show up an hour early
to hefare their clients arrive to
avoid getting stuck in line.

“It's just been a tough
season so far” he said.

Looking downstream

Despite emergency releases
from Blue Mesa, Lake Powell in
March dropped below a criti-
cal threshold of 3,525 feet above
sea level for the first time since
it filled in 1980 — jeopardizing
the Glen Canyon Dam’s ability to

the affordable housing conversa-
tion within the Gunuisen Valley
as the community continues to
grow.

“We can't just continue 1o
invest in new ways of building
affordable housing,” she said.
"We also need ta figure out from
a policy standpoint how we
retain the affordable housing
that we still have.”

‘A devastating outcome’

After all the collabora-
tive work that has been done
between ONE, the county and
the Community Foundation to
protect the residents, Edwards
described the almost immedi-
ate rent increase as a devastating
outcome. He said he also hopes
itis a wake up call,

“There's so much talk about
affordable housing, but a 70%
rent increase — who is ready
for that in the valley?” Edwards
said. "How many employers can
afford to pay their emplayees
70% more?”

‘Lhe Gunnison Country Times
reached out to the new owner,
but did not hear back by press
time.

{Beila Biondini can be contact-
ed at 970.641.1414 or bella@gun-
nisontimes.com.)

continue producing hydroelec-
tric power for nearly five million
people across the western U.S,
A 2022 drought operations plan
signed by the states and the BOR
in April does not anticipate any
additional releases from Blue
Mesa in 2022, but it leaves the
possibility open in 2023,

The plan does call for a
release of approximately 500,000
acre-feet from Flaming Gorge
Reservoir on the Utah-Wyoming
border to help bolster the water
levels at Lake Powell, which sits
at about 25% full. The reservoir
will likely only receive about 60%
of the normal amount of inflow,
according to the latest projec-
tions from the BOR, signifying
a tough summer ahead as the
drought continues.

As he pulled his boat from the
water, Moore shook his head.

“This is our water and it ought
Lo stay up here” he said, “What
we do for Lake Powell is nothing,
it's minuscule. It's not going to
solve their prablem.”

{Bella Biondini can be cantact-
ed al 970.641. 1414 or bella@gun-
nisontimes.com.)
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Romancing the ‘River of Color’

The romance of
science

George Sibley

Humans have inhabited the
region of what we now know
as the Colorado River — Rio
Colorado, River of Color —
for 12 or 12 millennia in small
wandering bands most of that
time, hunters and foragers.
Then as their numbers grew
in the mellow Holocene, they
became settled farmers with
increasing levels of regional
socioeconomic organization to
handle even larger numbers.
Then their increasingly com-
plex cultures collapsed under
still growing numbers, with
great population loss, and the
survivors went back to small
farming communities; some
even went back to hunting and
foraging.

‘The remaining relatively sta-
ble first peoples in the region
of the river were then disrupted
half a millennia ago by inva-
sions of Europeans experi-
encing their own homeland
Holocene population explo-
sions. Crossing the Atlantic,
first from southern Europe,
then mostly from northern
Eurepe, and armed with guns
and germs, they — we —over-
ran and either destrayed or dis-
placed most of the first peoples.

The Europeans knew the
river first as two rivers. Coming
northward from what we know
as Mexico, the southern Euro-
Americans encountered a des-
ert river, an erraric on-and-off
firehose of a river emerging
from a region of canyons and
flowing through hot and for-
bidding deserts — but being
from the drier parts of Europe,
they knew this land could he
productive with water from the
river. They named the river Rio
Colorado, River of Color.

The other Euro-Americans,
coming westward into the
region a couple centuries later,
found mountain rivers flowing
out of snowpacks on the spine
of the continent and rolling
down to carve and create a mix
of alluvial mountain valleys
and canyons either inviting or
challenging or both, depend-
ing on what you were looking
for. These mountain rivers con-
verged in high deserts and then
disappeared into a region of
canyons. ‘the three largest con-
fluences entering the canyons

they named the Green, the
Grand and the San Juan Rivers.

The Euro-Americans even-
tually proved, that the moun-
tain rivers that disappeared
into the canyons and the des-
ert river that emerged from the
canyons were the same river,
and eventually the whale river
system came to be known as
Rio Colorado, the Coloradoe
River — a river of color, from
its clear cold whitewater ori-
gins in the mountains to the
warm muddy browns and reds
of the silty soup that either
poured or trickled into the Gulf
of California, depending on the
season.

Mary Austin, a wonderful
writer about the rivet’s desert
lands, told in her book, "Land
of Little Rain,” of one small trib-
utary of the Gila River, far down
in the lower Colorado River
Basin, a stream that was attrib-
uted with strange powers: “the
fabled Hassayampa ... of whose
waters, if any drink, they can
no more see fact as naked fact,
but all radiant with the color of
romance.”

As we get into the modern
history of the human engage-
ment with the River of Color,
1 find myself wondering if this
Hassyampa disorder might not
have spread through the entire
Colorado River region (carried
perhaps from stream to streamn
up to the headwaters by the
endangered yellow-billed cuck-
00). Why? Because it is really
difficull to look at any of the

May be we shall
come to a fall in
these canyons
which we cannot
pass, where the
walls rise from
the water’s edge,
so that we cannot
fand, and where the
water is so swift
that we cannot
return.

John Wesley Powell

interactions between the Euro-
Americans and the Colorado
River without sceing those
interactions “all radiant with
the color of romance.”

And to sit in judgment of
those interactions today, with
pursed lips, skeptical eyes and
doggedly rational minds, won-
dering how rational human
beings could have once been
so cavalier about the naked
facts, is just to say that today
our cleansing and chlorinating
of the river’s warer succeeds in
removing the romance along
with the other pollutants. Good
on us, but still.

What is the radiant color of
romance? It's more the radi-
ance than any specific color
— and requires a little contex-
tual understanding of the word
“romance.” It is a degraded
term today, equated most-
ly with the obsessive adoles-
cent love, love that seemed to
take over popular culture after
World War II. But in earlier
times, romance covered any
passionate human response to
a quality or feeling of mystery,
excitement, and uniqueness
in the larger world; romance
is driven by the imaginative or
emotional appeal of what is
heroic, adventurous, remote,
unknown or idealized.

Romance clothes the “naked
facts” of a phenomenon like
the Colorado River, a relatively
modest river in actual water
flow {naked fact), with visions
of using it to make vast deserts
bloom like the biblical rose,
grow great cities as well as great
crops, power great industries,
convert the presumably infi-
nite resources of a great land
into wealth beyond the dreams
of any previous peoples. And
finally, today, for those grown
tired of that kind of greatness
— a nostalgic vision of the river
returned to an airbrushed nat-
ural state, wildly perfect in a
way that naked nature never
pretended to.

Romance may be best
defined as the enthusiastic per-
sonal imagination that is essen-
tial for actnal engagement with
the otherwise merely naked
tacts of life — but teo brilliant
a romantic radiance can also
blind us to some underlying
realities that don’t change just
because we don't see them (or
don’t want to).

These reflections on romance
and the river are driven by the
first bauk I've found about the
Colorado River from the per-
spective of the Euro-American
invasion: “The Romance of the
Colorado River,” by Frederick
Samuel Dellenbaugh, pub-
lished in 1902,

Dellenbaugh's personal
introduction to the river was
a real “baptisin under water":

a 17-year-old looking for
employment or adventure or
batly, he got hired in Chicago
by Major John Wesley Powell
for Powell's second vayage
through the canyons of the
Green and Colorado Rivers in
1871,

Having survived that jour-
ney (not always sure he would),
he became bitten by the
Hassayampa bug. He traveled
through the region, odd job-
bing to stay alive as he collect-
ed every historic document he
could find about early explora-
tions of the river and its valleys.

‘The bulk of the book is his
account of both the 1869 and
1871 Powell expeditions down
the canyons,

But I want to move on
now to Major John Wesley
Powell himself — one of the
most interesting figures in
America’s ongoing mostly civil
war between the Industrial
Revolution and the Agrarian
Counterrevolution. 1 am going
to argue, those trips down the
canyons of the Colorado River
also revealed the heart and guts
of Powell’s romance with not
just the river, but the West.

Not everyone will agree that
Powell had a romantic engage-
ment with the river, or with
anything; but I cannot see his
first trip into the unknown
canyon region of the river as
anything other than a romantic
soul engaging in a risky adven-
ture heyond the range of good
sense and reason. Foolhardy,
in a word — or a calculated but
risky gamble. Powell had things
to say and do in the evolving
American experience, and
needed a big move to get his
foot in the door of the rapidly
expanding federal “survey of
the West.”

Dellenbaugh, deep in Marble
Canyon on the second trip,
called him on that risk: “Major,
what would you have done on
the first trip if just beyond that
bend you had come upon a fall
like Niagara?” He regarded me
a moment with his penetrat-
ing gaze, and then answered: “1
don’t know.”

The Major himself had
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reflected on that possibility in
his own journalized account of
the first journey while the party
was making it way through
the punishments of Cataract
Canyon: “May be we shall
come to a fall in these canyons
which we cannot pass, where
the walls rise from the water's
edge, so that we cannot land,
and where the water is so swift
that we cannot return.”

In another great book about
Powell, Beyond the Hundredth
Meridian,Wallace Stegner
states that ‘Powell's party in
1869 only survived by rthe
exercise of observatian, cau-
tion, intelligence, skill, plan-
ning - in a word, Science. 1
would not deny that was how
they survived, but it was cer-
tainly an override of caution
that got them into the adven-
ture in the first place; they also
went in with no skill in nego-
tiating large whitewater; and
no planning or intelligence
would have saved them had
that mythic Niagara existed.
He inserted himself - and his
crew - into his own scientific
research project, turning it into
an experiment to test his own
degree and quality of scientific
discipline and courage.

Dellenbaugh saw that kind
of self-testing in the Major:
“Powell was fortified by
Science, and he surmised that
nowhere would he encounter
any obstruction which his inge-
nuity could not surincunt.”

Where do you draw the line
between that kind of self-test-
ing courage, and plain “gam-
bler’s foolhardiness?” Powell's
example suggests that line can
be drawn when the experi-
ment ends and the test can be
considered passed, or at least
past: the scientist has survived
his own experiment, and has
learned enough to do it better
next time, This is the romance
of science.

(George Sibley is a Gunnison
writer and thinker,)



A2 * NEWS - Thursday, May 19, 2022

Colorado wilderness expansion bill
fails to pass Senate committee

BRIEFS

Elk Creek Visitor Center
open, marina closed
for the season

The Elk Creek Visitor
Center re-opened on May 16
after major renovations to
the historic building began
in fall of 2020. A complete
rehabilitation of the interior
spaces now provides greater
accessibility, installation
of an elevator, restroom
remodeling and upgrades to
the landscaping and parking
areas. The summer hours of
operations will be 8 a.m.-5
p.-m. seven days a week with
a closure for lunch from 12-1
p.m.

Visitors will be able to
purchase passes to national
parks, pay for Elk Creek
campsites, and get two-day,
two-week and annual boat
permits for Blue Mesa. Other
Curecanti campsites are self-
serve or reservable on www.
recreation.gov.

The visitor center was
designed in 1965 by well-
known architect Cecil Doty.
He was responsible for the
consistency of design that
is the National Park Service
Modern style. In the 1960s,
the National Park Service
championed an effort titled
“Mission 66" that created
infrastructure improvements
and visitor centers in the
modern architectural style
throughout the nation.,

Elk Creek Marina will be
closed for the summer season
due to low water levels at Blue
Mesa Reservair.

Gunnison River Festival
to celebrate
20th anniversary

The Gunnison River
Festival will return June 10-12,
celebrating the headwaters of
the Gunnison Watershed that
flow into the Gunnison River.

The event will include
American Whitewater Taylor
downriver raft and kayak races,
a canine big air competition,
an inflatable rodeo, a “Town
Run” fun float, flyfishing
demos, Surf Jam and more. To
register for the Taylor Race,
Surf Jam or to learn more visit:
gunnisonriverfestival.com.

All trails at
Hartman Rocks and
Signal Peak open

As of Monday, May 16,
all trails at Hartman Rocks
Recreation Area and Signal
Peak will be open. This
includes the trails south of
Powerline Road at Hartman
Rocks — Bambi's, Sawtooth,
Qutbuck, Back-In, 9-0, Skull
Pass and Aberdeen Loop.

Trails at Signal Peak include
the Ridgeline, Rasta Gulch,
Chicken Wing and Shoelace.
All roads in the Signal
Peak area are now open to
motorized use as well.

Thompson
Divide
protections
survive markup

Bella Biondini
e Aeo o ate i

The Colorado Outdoor
Recreation and Economy
{CORE} Act received its first
committee vote before the U.S.
Senate on May 3. It is legisla-
tion intended to protect roughly
400,000 acres of Colorade pub-
lic lands — much of that in
Gunnison County.

The membership of the
Senate Committee an Energy
and Natural Resources Is split
evenly between Democrats
and Republicans resulting
in a tied vote, although the
bill has passed the House of
Representatives four times.
Local leaders are still hopeful the
bitl, which is widely supported
by Coloradans, will become
law in the future. After moving
through markup, the bill is posi-
tioned to be included in a larger
public lands bill package.

Within Gunnison County,
the CORE Act would withdraw
mineral rights from thousands
of acres of federal lands in the
Thompson Divide in the coun-
ty’s northwest corner — pro-
tecting it from new oil and gas
development, and focusing
on the area's agricultural, big-
game habitat and recreational
opportunities. The legislation
would also formally establish
the boundary around Curecanti
National Recreation Area, allow-
ing the National Park Service
10 better manage the lands as a
unit, strengthening the protec-
tion of the natural and recre-
ational resources that surround
Blue Mesa Reservoir.

The legislation would also
expand wilderness designa-
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The CORE Act would formally establish the boundary around Curecanti National Recreation Area, allowing the
National Park Service to better manage the lands as a unit.

tions for over 30,000 acres in
the San Juan Mountains and
establish Camp Hale, the World
War 1l training site for the 10th
Mountain Division, as a national
historic landscape.

The CORE Act is widely
backed by numerous coun-
ties across the Western Slope
including Gunnison, Ouray, San
Juan, Summit, Pitkin and Eagle.
Colorado Senators Michael
Bennet and John Hickenlooper
spoke in support of the bill as it
went before the Senate for the
first time since it was introduced
over a decade ago.

“The CORE Act didn’t come
about suddenly or miraculous-
ly, it was the result of hard work
over the course of a decade,
driven by lacal ranchers and
farmers and community jead-

rs,” Hickenlooper said before
the Senate committee.

“This is a high watermark for
what we hope is the final hurdle
befare it passes and becomes
law," Hickenlooper said.

Republican Congresswoman
Lauren Boebert, who repre-
sents Gunnison County, labeled
the CORE Act as a “land grab,”
and said the bill would acceler-
ate wildfires due to its numer-
ous wilderness designations
and provisions that restrict fed-
eral agencies’ ability to active-

FEATURED PROFPERTY

SPORTSMANS RESORT IN OHIO

= CITY features a 3 bdrm/1 bath, 1808sf

AopRix TOWNSENT
Broker/Owner

{970) 209-6208

Jos Tewnstun
Broket/Owner

(970) 209-4479

CuarkE Acency Real Estare
241 N. Main St.
Gunnison, CO 81230
Office: (970) 641-0511
www.tlarkeagency.net

main houss with year-round access
location, mature trees. ail positioned
on 1.28 acres, Rustic cabins onsite
would make great storage. 116 County
Road 771; $499,900.

your cabin or weekend
getaway. Phone &
electric nearby. Located
between Lake City & | Jfached Gt
Gunnison off Highway | byForest Senic lands.
149. 4751 Blue Mesa P
Drive; $47,000. ’

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 3
homes total, each home is 2 bdrm/1

ly manage their lands. Other
Republicans disapproved of the
CORE Act's creation of areas
where new mining and oil and
gas leasing will be prohibited on
federal lands.

Gunnison County
Commissioner Jonathan Houck,
who has been working in sup-
port of the CORE Act for ahnost
12 years, disagreed.

“"We believe in multiple use,
and the uses of these land-
scapes in Gunnison County do
drive and support our economy
.. These are beneficial work-
ing landscapes for agriculture,
for recreation and for wildlife,”
Houck said. “We want to see
those uses continue to be pro-
tected and prioritized.”

In addition to generating a
lot of bipattisan support within
the state, the CORE Act has also
been vetted locally, he added.

“This is how public land bills
should be put together, they're
drawn from the ground up,”
Houck said. “They start with
people who live in these com-
munities and the CORE Act has
been true to that.”

NEW LISTING

3.30 acre parcel in
Blue Mesa Subdivision
has great mountain

an excellent mixture of
wildlite, nealby trails,

£g|d g}aek fronlage. 3

Alocal view

In a separate proposal,
Senator Mike Lee pushed for an
amendment to the CORE Act
that would exclude the protec-
tion of Thompson Divide, where
the bill aims to prevent new oil
and gas leasing. The amendment
failed during markup.

Additional mineral rights
withdrawal language to include
land around Mount Emmons
was also added to the Thompson
Divide section of the CORE
Act — language Houck said is
directly connected to the work
Gunnisen County, the Town
of Crested Butte and the Mt,
Emumons Mining Company have
been working toward for a long
time. That provision would pro-
vide a permanent solution to the
decades-long community effort
to prevent molybdenum mining
on the mountain,

Julie Nania, water program
director at Crested Butte’s High
Country GConservation, said the
inclusion of the Mt. Emmons
withdrawal is big news for the
organization.

“It's an uphill battle to get
that vote right now, but we're
remaining hopeful,” Nania said.

(Bella Riondini can be contact-

ed at 970.641.1414 or bella@gun-
nisontimes.com.)
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Commissioners sign onto study
of Blue Mesa algal blooms

Increased water
sampling to be
combined with
satellite data

Paul Wayne Foreman

At the May 17 regular ses-
sion, Gunnison County
Commissioners voted unani-
mously to sign a letter of sup-
port and become a fund-
ing partner for a three-year
water sampling project,
begun last year at Blue Mesa
Reservoir by the United States
Geological Survey (USGS)
and the National Park Service
(NPS). The goal of the project
is to stndy the blue-green algae
blooms that have plagued Blue
Mesa since 2018 and threaten
to impact the local economy.

Sonja Chavez, Upper
Gunnison River Water

continued from A7

Drag Queen Bingo
and Storytime

Drag Queen Bingo is May 20
at 7 p.m. in Taylor Auditorium—
pay what you can, This is a
fundraiser for The Gunnison
Valley Theatre Festival. The
next morning at 11 aan. is Drag
Queen Storytime, also in Taylor
Auditoriuny, for free with a sug-
gested donation of $20/per fam-

ily.

Gunnison Valley Health
hosts a
Celebration of Life

On June 4, Gunnison Valley
Health Hospice and Palliative
Care will host the second annu-
al Celebration of Life. The event
is a memorial celebration offer-
ing the opportunity to honor

Cunservancy District manager,
appeared before the commis-
sioners seeking their support
for the USGS project entitled,
“High-Frequency Water-
Quality Sampling to Support
Harmful Algal Bloom Studies
in Blue Mesa Reservoir Project.”

Commissioner jonathan
Houck noted, “We all under-
stand the need for a study, and
we want to participate as a
partner in it

The algal blooms have
resulted in toxicity levels in
Blue Mesa Reservoir that have
exceeded Colorado state advi-
sory levels in September of
2018, 2020 and 2021 according
to Chavez. The blue-green algal
blooms, that begin in the Iola
Basin, can be toxic to humans
and deadly to dogs when
ingested, as well as heing a skin
irritant. 'lhe blooms have been
increasing in extent and toxic-
ity.

Water samples from Blue
Mesa and tributary streams,
gathered during the first year of

loved ones who have died. The
event begins at 10 a.m. in West
Tomichi Riverway Park and will
include a light brunch, music
and the release of memorial
lotus flowers.

GVH Bereavement
Coordinator, Dawn Stewuart,
hopes that the event will pro-
vide an opportunity for fami-
lies to honor their loved ones
and find confort and suppore.
The event is built around the
lotus flower which is symbolic
of transition and change. Lotus
flowers grow in murky waters,
blooming in the light.

While the event will honor all
patients served by GVH Hospice
over the past year, all members
of the community are invited to
call and reserve a lotus flower
in honor of their loved ones. To
RSVP and reserve a lotus, call
970.641.4254 by May 25. More
information is available at gun-
nisonvalleyhealth.org

the project, were taken approxi-
mately every two weeks begin-
ning in mid-July and continued
through mid-September when
cooling temperatures naturally
begin a seasonal tapering off of
the blooms. The samples were
correlated with satellite data,
refreshed every 4-6 days, to
gain a more clear understand-
ing of where the blooms begin
and how they progress.

“The National Park Service
and the United States
Geological Survey started the
water quality sampling project
in 2021 and began data collec-
tion. After that one year of data
collection it became clear the
data had some gaps of infor-
mation that need to be filled,”
Chavez said.

The samipling project is the
first to take a detailed look at
where Bliue Mesa's blooms
begin and how much of the
reservoir is affected by them.
Blue-green algae blooms cre-

Algal blooms A11

Memorial Day Polka Party

On May 30 from 1:15 - 4:15
p.m. there will be a free polka
party at the All Saints Catholic
Church in Crested Butte which
will feature the Pete Dunda
Band.

Gunnison Valley League
of Women Voters

Gunnison Valley LWV is help-
ing sponsor a webinar alongside
several other league chapters.

Five candidates for the CD3
House Seat will be participat-
ing. LWV Pueblo has secured
Sara Blackhurst as the modera-
tor. All questions to candidates
will be established in advance
by LWV and the forum will be
in webinar format - no audience
participation, Save the date for 6
p-m. June 8.

READY TO BUY, SELL OR INVEST?
TEXT/CALL ME. 970.209.9105

Exceptional Service dedicated for your success!
Experience you can trust!

Teresa Anderson

Gunnison People’s Choice Award 2018, 2019, 2020
Entrepreneur, Business Owner
BHHS Chairmans Circle Award Winner

Call or Text: 970-209-9105
TeresaAndersonRealtor.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Today Realty & Associates @ It MLS

Top Producing Agent
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HIRING
NOW HIRING

LINE EOOKS

STARTING PAY 1

7-$25/HOUR DOE

5500 SIGNING BONUS
TO APPLY, PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESUME TO

GMEHIGHALPINEBREWING.COM
OR DROP IT OFF IN PERSON.

HIGHALPINEBREWING.COM

111 NORTH MAIN STREET, GUNNISON, CO / 970.642.4500

bluebird

real estate

bringing dreams home | bbrel.com
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ate problems globally, but in
particular cause problems for
westerh reservoirs like Blue
Mesa, where years of extreme
drought and the resulting shal-
lower reservoir depths, com-
bined with warming air tem-
peratures, have led to Blue
Mesa's blue-green algal bloomns
that indeed appear to be wors-
ening over time, according to
data collected.

USGS hydrologist Tyler
King gave the commissioners
a detailed presentation of the
data thus far collected by the
study of Blue Mesa.

“The science question
around this partnership of the
USGS and the NPS focuses on
two major paints: To develop
remote sensing methods and to
improve our understanding of
toxic events. Remote sensing is
just a fancy way to say ‘analyze
with satellite data.”

The water sampling coin-
cides with satellite data when
the satellite is overhead every
four to six days, King said, One
goal of the sampling is to iden-
tify potential point sources of
nutrients feeding into the res-
ervair, primarily nitrogen and
phosphorus, that drive algal
blooms.

"Our satellite data showed
us tremendous growth in
between the four to six day
periods between satellite fly-
overs,” Taylor explained. “It’s
these gaps in data we want to
fill. Filling them will help us to
understand trends over time
as well as trends in cliate, or
driving forces. If we can identify
the driving mechanisms that’s
the first step in identifying what
can be done to mitigate their
impact

If the point source of eleval-
ed nutrient levels from rivers,
creeks and seeps can be identi-
fied, rather than deal with algal
blooms, “our approach would
be to suggest steps that can be
taken to reduce nutrient load-
ing to prevent the blooms alto-
gether”

Taylor noted that some evi-
dence exists showing algal
blooms are worsening over
time.

“It might be the result of
civilization and development,”
Taylor noted. “Nutrient load-
ing can come from things
as simple as leaves and grass
clippings getting into streams.
Poorly maintained or operat-
ed sewage treatment, whether
centralized or individual septic
systems, can contribute nutri-
ents to streams and reservoirs.
However, properly operating
and majntained systems do
remove nhitrogen and phospho-
rus from the wastewater, Taylor
said.

“It's what they are designed
to do,” Taylor pointed out. “Also,
riparian corridors and wetlands
are natural processors of waste
materials, so it's wise to pro-
tect them. The good news is the
ecosystem is there to help us.”

One of the Tew long-term
studies, done jointly by the
USGS and Colorado State
University (CSU), has amassed
39 years of observations of the
Loch Vale Watershed in Rocky
Mountain National Park.

The study has probed thou-
sands of years into the past,
according to Jill Baron, a senior

scientist with the USGS and a
rescarcher at Colorado State
University.

“We have taken core samples
of sediment at the bottom of
lakes that lie more than 10,000
feet above sea level,” he said.
“The data we've collected from
the mud gones back 14,000
years."

‘Ihrough time, the amount of
algae in those lakes remained
constant until the 1550s, when
abrupt increases in the amount
of algae were recorded.

“That corresponds with
increased use of irrigation and
fertilizers in the region and
explosive growth in the popula-
tion around Denver. As a result,
emissions from agriculture and
transportation rose drastically.
Air pollution includes nitro-
gen — a common ingredient in
commercial fertilizers,” Baron
noted.

Concurrently, declining pre-
cipitation and a rise in water
use for irrigation and new
development have translat-
ed into lower reservoir levels
throughout the West, exposing
fine soils that once lay under-
water.

These bottom soils, which
actually are river silt, can
be observed locally on the
exposed reserveir bottam
at Blue Mesa. Owing to silt's
extremely fine nature, it read-
ily becomes airborne during
strong wind events,

Wind can carry dust from
distant upwind locations, and
deposit it on local snowpacks,
a familiar phenomenon that's
often visible as a slight reddish
tint to snowpacks. This dust
is rich in phosphorus, a vital
plant nutrient. Blown-in dust
accelerates snowpack melting,
which produces earlier run-
offs and reduced late summer
inflows to reservoirs, Baron
said.

“All of this further promotes
algal blooms,” he said.

Locally, the effects of lower
water levels and blue green
algal blooms threatens to pro-
duce economic repercussions.

The popular Elk Creek
Marina and Pappy's Restaurant
will not open for the 2022 sum-
mer season, although the NPS
boat ramps will be open. The
economic repercussions to the
local tourism-based economy
remains to be seen. On the
other hand, business at the
Taylor Park Marina already has
increased.

“Oh yeah, we're seeing more
people,” said Jennifer Birdsey,
who owns the Taylor Park
Marina with her husband Ryan.
“Over last weekend alone we
had 20 or so people here who
sald they usually go to Blue
Mesa. We are anticipating a
busy season and we're doing
what we need to do to gear up
forit”

Taylor Park reservoir is set
to fill to 927%, and no big draw
downs are anticipated over the
sumnier season.

“It really breaks our hearts
to see Blue Mesa so low, even
though it's looking good for us,”
Jennifer Birdsey said.

(Paul Wayne Foreman can
he reached al paul@gunnison-
times. com.)
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87 +/- Acres | 2 Homes | Water Rights | River Actcess
Offered for $3,450,000

341 Meadowlark Trail | Gunnison
4Bed |3 Bath| 2,961 SF | Z Car Garage

Offered for $1,150,000

43110 US Hwy 50 | Gunnison

Brian Cooper
Broker Associate
¢ 970.275.8022
brian@bbre1.com

The Lofts Townhomes | Gunnison
3Bed | 2 Bath | 1,950+ SF | 2 Car Garage

Starting in the mid 500k’s

359 Mesa Loop | Gunnison
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,370 SF | Newly Renovated

Offered for $483,000

For more information, visit GunnisonProperty.com!

UNDER CONTRACT

307 Van Tuyl Circle Unit A MLS #792879,
$471,500, 2bed, 1.5 bath, 1058 2q.ft Brand new
2 bed/1.5 bath lownnome unr with 1 car detached

garage,

BACK ON MARKET

KELLY
MCKINNIS

BACK ON MARKET

459 Fairway Lane mis #792946, $925,000 4bad 3bath
2291 sqft on a .46 acre. This contemporary quaint rus-
lic house is within a profoundly well known subdivision,
Dos Rios HI. Closa wciruly 1o the back 9 of the Dos Rios
Golf Course. On a 48 of an acre. has 4-bedrooms and
3batheooms, the house features hardwoodstie faors,
kitchen fully equipped wilh stainless apphances, kilchen
cabinats and an open cencept Iving room with a wood
buming stave and sacond fving room or office has a
pellet stove. On the first floor you have a half bathroom
thatis aasdy accessible. On the second floor the master
suile has an overszed bedroom with a

full bathroom and a wak-n closet with & sliding bam
duor, The other lull bathroom is down the hathway

batwean the other wo oversized bedrooms. The enormous backyard has a shed and planty of sun expo-
surs to plant/seed fiowars, play wih your pats and have get-logaihers with friends. The two car garage is
attached to the house and is very spacious and healad by a wood buming stove, There is sufficient amount

of parking in the driveway and along Ihe easl side of the house. This homa is magnificant sc don'l miss aut
and schedule a showing by contactng the ksung agent office.

agen! lor datails and showing request,

RE

ESTATE & RENT

970.641.4880
129 EAST TOMICHI AVENUE

621 N H1h §780,000 MLS #780550 4 badroom 3 bathroom 3234 sqh, This magnificent gom is within city hmits
consis] of & ciy lols or 43 of an acre. Can sae Valleys and Mounlains visws al the distance, This exemolary homs
is a sphit level with 2 badroom and 1-ful bathroom and a bonus office andlor storage on the garden level and 2
bedreom and 3-haif bathroom, § 24 bathvoom on the main fevet. The house offers an open kitchen and lormial
dwing room, large bedrooms. coverad porch. maturs landscaping with karge area of fenced backyard, kving room
phus & dan, matal raof, & off sireel parking. Plus a detached 3 car garage and attached 1 car garage. Located less
than 112 block lo bus stog, a full block from both high school and elementary/middie schools and less than a mile
from trails. Mus! see, contact the bsting agent for a showing today.

26 Moadowlark Trail $1,475,000 MLS 792288 Buitt 2022 4bedl 3bath 2471 sqft
26 Moadowlark Trail 5 the newest horme within highty covaled Norih Elk Meadows subdivision, This custom home
Is meticutously buik and designed from solif cedar including the exterior siimg with rock accenl. Large: fayer
with vaulted 18 feel cedlings. a large B x 24 bach deck. solid wood front door, abundant windows throughoul the
home gmng nalural ighl and wews of Carbon Peak. Red Mountain Flal Top and SkgnalPeak, This property has
4-bedrooms 3-bathrooms. with a master badroom on the ground hoor with large wak in closst an open kilchen
with 9 1 ceilings throughout the main level. Separate dining room and a den possible office space with in fioor
radiani haal throughout lhe home, Gas stove and all stanless apphances, sofl close drawers and doors cabinel.
Granite counlertops Large kitchen 1sland Rardwood floors throughout the mam floor and cusiom limg of balhroom
floors and showers. You can enjoy the Gunny summer days an the dack snd plant and garden on your huge lot
consist of 1.13 of an acre. This unique home truly has K all and is kcated only 8 short 3 miles from Gunnison and
22-25 mites fromCresied Butle, This is 3 inuly a dream home wilh impeccable wews and serenity contact the fisting

117 S 8th $380,000 MLS 792400 Built 1943 2bed 1bath 918 sqft

Quaint 2 bedroom1 bath house on a comer lol with a 1 car detached workshop/garage, Property
exterior was completely painled in Sprng of 2021. All ene level layout with up dated bath and
spacious kilchervdining area. Established tress, raspberry bushes and landscaping with fenced side
yard. New sewer line was installed in 2019 from house to tap in 8th sireet, Property has great rental
history and is currently rented for §1600/month + utiities.

AJ
MANI

GUNNISONREALESTATEANDRENTALS.COM

SR
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TP MOUNTAIN WORDS LITERARY FESTIVAL: Visiting writers went head-to-head in a new game show
called the Literary Death Match at the Center Jfor the Arts during the Mountain Words Literary Festival. The

Jestival hosted multiple world-renowned writers to teach workshops,
sions and readings, and to simply enjoy and be inspired by our com

perform in plays, participate in discus-
munity. PHOTO BY NOLAN BLUNCK

Diving deep into local water issues

To anyone interested in water,
This week marks the begin-
ning of “Headwaters,” a five-week
radio series that dives deep into
water issues in the Upper Gunni-
son River Basin. The series will air
on KBUT and was made possible
by a generous grant from The
Water Desk, a journalism initiative
through the University of Colo-

_rado’s environmental journalism
- program,

This project was sparked by
my own curiosity about water
in our valley. Despite living here
for a decade, I knew very little
about how water is used and
stored — but  also knew our val-
ley is one of the most important

headwaters of the Colorado River
Basin. Forty million people depend
on the “big river” for drinking
water, agriculture, hydropower
and recreation. In short, we have a
very important place in the story of
water in the West.

I'worked on this project for
nearly four months getting out into
the field and interviewing about
two dozen people. I learned so
much about drought, snowpack,
soils, reservoirs, agriculture, water
rights and more. I also learned that
I'have so much more to learn! I
hope this project serves as a learn-
ing opportunity for everyone in
our valley. I hope it also encourages
everyone to dig in even more,

The five episodes will air each
Wednesday on KBUT's Morning
Edition and will also be available
online. A million thanks to KBUT
for supporting this project and
Chad Reich for providing editorial
support. I also want to thank the
Center for the Arts Writers in Resi-
dency program which gave me the
time and space to finish the project.
Oh, there is also very cool cover
art! It was made by the talented
former Gunnison resident Jennie
Noreen with a grant from the Up-
per Gunnison Water Conservation
District. '

Regards,
Stephanie Maltarich
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48-Year-Old Local Man,
Sterling Smith, Dead in
Highway 149 Accident

A single-vehicle Highway 149 accident south of
Lake City has claimed the life of a 48-year-old
Lake City resident.

* Sterling Smith was declared dead at the scene
shortly after 6 a.m. Tuesday morning, May 31,
after his south-bound 2000 Chevrolet Pickup left
the highway near the Dawn of Hope Bridge,
base of Slumgullion Pass, and struck several

NOE* N8 A s A trees.
" - oo | —= y . According to Colorado State Patrol and,
| el | “;ﬁ__t . = ' Hinsdale County Sheriff’s Office, the red
: & X — = N = Chevrolet pickup with Smith the driver and sole
S~ = n 5 . occupant, was heading south toward
AL . Slumgullion Pass when it failed to negotiate a

left hand curve at Mile Post 69-1/2. The vehicle
left the right side of the highway and went down
an embankment before striking two trees.

The accident took place to the south of the
highway between the gated entrance to Weems
Malter Placer Subdivision and Highway 149's
crossing the Lake Fork River at Dawn of Hope

Flags Aloft Bridge.

i Pmeinadesin According to Trooper Lewis, Public
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runoff as measured at the
Gateview gauging station
on the lower Lake Fork.

Snowmelt peaked approx-
o imately a month earlier
than usual and now shows
a steady decline.

The slight elevated blip
in water flow on May 28 is
the result of a storm event

268 =
Hay oy oy Hay nay
26 26 7 28 29
2007 PP 2027 2022 22

wwes Provivienal Dets Sub jeot Lo Revigion sves
Discherge

iedian deily statistic (B4 ysars)

strongly suggested in large indoor gatherings. For
susceptible individuals who have been in crowded
indoor situations, the state is suggesting personal
testing both before and after the gathering.

During a recent media press conference, Herlihy
stated, “it's the season for graduations, now is the
time to take precautions in advance.”

The individually-administered BinaxNow testing
kits for COVID remain widely available in the state,
including kits free of charge at Lake City Library.
Individuals self-testing and testing positive are asked
to report their findings to the local public health
office and the state at https:covidbinax.colorado

While acknowledging that state infection statistics
do not reflect the results of the now prevalant home
testing, known daily positive infections increased to
approximately 1,500 positives per day in Colorado as
of late last month, a statistic which is still relatively
low compared to the height of the pandemic last

ear.

s Scott Bookman, Colorado Dept. of Health’s
COVID-19 Incident Commander, states indications
are that the COVID virus is gradually evolving and
becoming more transmissible, yet generally less
severe. “We're learning to live with it,” says
Bookman who predicts that in the future COVID will
be combated with a vaccine similar to the annual flu
vaccine. “It's going to be with us for a significant
amount of time,” Bookman says. -

Another interesting and alarming informational
graph, top right, comes to us from USGS Water
Resources. The graph confirms the month-early peak
of spring runoff in the Lake Fork River and a steady
drop in the river’s flow which has occurred since
mid-May. .

At last Tuesday afternoon’s meeting of Upper
Gunnison River Water Conservation District
directors in Lake City — Henry Woods present
representing Town of Lake City, Robert Hurd and
Tom Carl for Hinsdale County — and Silverton
resident Jeff Derry made a remote and highly
interesting report on the impacts of wind-blown dust
to the higﬁ country snowpack. Based on readings
and observations at a variety of sites, including
Spring Creek Pass and Red Mountain Pass 15 miles
from Hinsdale County, Derry reported “extreme dust
on snow” combined with warmer and windier
conditions than normal. Based on those conditions,
“the snowpack doesn’t stand much of a chance.”

'According to Derry, regional snowmelt began “full
bore” a month earlier than usual this year, snowpack
decreased an average of .23” per day which, he said,
is “pretty huge,” especially for the month of April.

Derry also commented on the lack of snowpack on
Spring Creek Pass, noting that during a normal
winter he’d go up to the 10,901"-elevation pass in

Graph at left illustrates a

state-wide high point for

' : COVID-19 Omicron

[ infections which occurred
early this year.

Colorado infections for the

COVID variant have

steadily decreased since

January, although there has

been an uptick in the number

of infections in recent weeks

with an increase in the

o number of BA 2 12.1 variant

and several inches of very

‘;“ ";:" '::' wet snow which occurred
R 282§ 2922 ~ and then vanished — on
the upper Lake Fork.

May and then dig down through the accumulated
snow to analyze dust in the snow layers. “This year I
couldn’t find a patch of snow to test for dust on
snow” Derry told water conservation directors,
concluding, “I guess I should have gone up there
earlier. It's really really dry up there, as is the case for
the entire region.”

Derry also commented on other dust-on-snow
testing sites in the region, including Scofield Pass,
where conditions were right for rapid snowmelt
starting in mid-April, and the Upper Rio Grande. On
the Upper Rio Grande, he commented, conditions
were “much worse” with a significant amount of
wind-borne dust impacting the snow.

As opposed to winter 2019 when there was
significant snowpack — and dust — on the Upper
Rio Grande snowpack, snow accumulations in both
2018 an 2022 were lower than normal. This year,
however, “takes the cake,” said Derry, for rapid
snowmelt which he attributes in large degree to
warm temperatures and the presence of a dust layer
which concentrates heat and encourages an early
snowmelt.

Derry explained that snow precipitation in the
region “flat-lined” starting in April, with minimal
new snow to cover up the residue of 11 dust events
which occurred, some of what he termed “severe.”
The dirtier snow surface, he continued, absorbs
greater solar penetration and, for 2022, is comparable
with low snow year 2009 which was an “epic year”
for dust-on-snow.

Comparing this year to prior low snow years,
Derry said that the early loss of snow this year —
including more high wind events this spring
bringing in warm, dry air — is comparable to 2002
and 2018.

Elsewhere in water conservancy’s Lake City
meeting last week. Beverly Richards referred to the
“Dought Conditions” graph (WORLD, May 20) and
said simply, “well, all that has now changed.”

In the earlier graph, Hinsdale and surrounding
counties were listed, part as D1-Moderate Drought
and part as D2-Severe Drought. In Hinsdale
County’s case, as of last month, 40.38 percent of the
county’s land was classified D1 and the majority,
59.62 percent, as D2.

The now worsening moisture prognosis, according
to Richards, is that 100 percent of Hinsdale County
— together with neighboring Ouray, San Juan,
LaPlata, Archuleta, and Mineral Counties — has now
been moved into the D2-Severe Drought category.

The exception is Saguache County which is now
listed as part D2-Severe Drought and part D3-
Extreme Drought.

Word from Bruce Heath just before press on
Thursday is Lake Fork River flow at Gateview
gauging station as of June 2 is 484 cubic feet per
second, compared to the historic average 878 cfs for
this date. Heath, who plans to be back in Lake City in
early July, sums it up, “it’s going to be a tough water
summer ahead.”

Ukulele musician Ava Marie Wingard is recalled for

her 15th birthday on June 3. Other Friday, June 3,
birthdays are Realtor Jeff Worthen, 51, and Colorado
Springs resident Steve Meredith, 69.

June 4 adds a year for newly returned Phil
Fleishman, Ruthanna Urankar Hall, prize-winning
radio reporter Laura Palmisano, vocalist Bill Blue, 70,
and Creede resident Erin-Lynn Keech, 65.

Lake City Community School graduate Caroline
Thompson, 18. Hinsdale County Treasurer Lori
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Boat Decontamination at Lake, County
Looks Ahead to Possible Active Fire Season

Hinsdale County Commissioners at their 3-1/2-
hour workshop and hour-long meeting last
Wednesday, May 4, heard encouraging prospects for
a non-native invasive species decontamination
station at Lake San Cristobal.

Commissioners Borchers, Hurd, and Levine, with
the aid of the county’s Emergency Manager(EM),
Phil Graham, literaily squinted as they looked ahead
into the immediate future and the prospect of a
potentially active wildfire season during summer,
2022.

Taking into account prevailing wind and extreme
dry conditions, Hinsdale Commissioners and EM
Graham are dusting off the protocols in the liklihood
fire restrictions are imposed in the county this
summer.

During last Wednesday's commissioner workshop
session starting 8:30 a.m., Colorado Parks &
Wildlife’s Lucas Martin was joined by Jim Herwick,
lead mussel inspector with the National Park Service
and Dan Brauch, aquatic biologist with Colorado
Parks & Wildlife.

The topic of invasive fresh water species such as
the Zebra and Quagga Mussels proliferating in
neighboring states and already present in Colorado
was first broached to Hinsdale Commissioners in
January, 2021, at which time Martin estimated that
cost for constructing and equipping a
decontamination station might run as high as $20,000
plus three-person staffing running as much as
$50,000 on an annual basis.

Lack of funding precluded decontamination efforts
in 2021. Since that time boat decontamination has
become routine at a variety of boat ramps at Blue
Mesa Reservoir and — as particularly good news to

the county board — prospects are good for the Park
Service to receive substantial grant funding for a
continuation of the Blue Mesa Stations, including

expansion of the program up to Lake San Cristobal.

Martin said a recent internal meeting involving
both the Park Service and Colorado Parks & Wildlife
was “extremely positive,” all parties cognizant, he
said, of the “importance of protecting both the Lake
Fork and Lake San Cristobal from invasive species.”

Obviously enthused with the prospect of annual
funding for a local inspection station, Martin told
commissioners “I can see nothing but gain for us
right now.”

“F11 sleep better at night knowing we’re working to
protect the lake from invasive species,” Martin said.

If funding for the expanded program is procured, it
has the potential to extend well beyond just the
impending 2022 tourist season and could extend to
full-time boat inspection ten hours a day, seven days
a week on an annual summer basis. In addition to
inspecting and, if necessary, decontaminating boats
prior to launching in Lake San Cristobal, the
program would also include collecting information
on the extent of boating in the lake and public
education.

Staffing could be transferred up from Blue Mesa,
with the potential also of local employment for a boat
inspector in order to reduce the commute time.

The envisioned decontamination station would
handle boat inspection and, in cases where larvae or
adult mussels or other wwsredu were
suspected, easily cleansed when iﬁht to moderate
contamination was suspected. In the unlikely
instance of heavy contamination, the boat would be
sent down valley for more thorough treatment. The
odds of a water craft requiring major
decontamination are “slim,” according to Martin.
Inspectors at the local station would have no legal
authority and in cases of an incalcitrant boa! owner,
the case would be transferred to either Martin with
CPW or Hinsdale County Sheriff’s Dept.

Since 2009, only 17 contaminated boats have been
detected and decontaminated at Biue Mesa
Reservoir, Martin noting that to date it has been
“a pretty rare event to have a mussel boat.” In
the majority of those instances, boat owners
“pent over backwards” to be cooperative. Most
people,” he said, “are very, very cooperative.”

Once inspected, boats are tagged for the
summer and the information entered into a
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Denver database which can be tracked wherever the
boat travels in the state.

Decontamination stations with requisite 140-degree
water to kill mussels in all stages from infinitesimal
larvae stage through the adult cycle during boat
washouts are now streamiined with solar-powered,
self-contained 8'x10" mobile units which are set up
and staffed on site.

- In Lake San Cristobal’s case, ail that would be
required would be a concrete pad and site
configuration assuring that all wash-out water is self-
contained and not allowed to drain into the lake. Hot
water used in the decontamination is collected on
specially-designed mats, excess flow allowed to soak
into the ground at the site. According to Martin, the
amount of water used in the decontamination is
minimal and the actual inspection is “benign,” taking
only a couple of minutes.

Commissioners, CPW and Park Service are still
discussing an ideal location for the decontamination
station, eatlier prospects including public lands on
Clawson Mesa above Lake San Cristobal —
admittedly a bit distant from the county boat
launching ramp — and, preferably, a designated site
close to the boat launching ramp at the county’s
Peninsula Park.

In terms of ultimate location, Martin stated the
program is “nimble” and can be altered as needs
arise. He suggests the commissioners, CPW, BLM,
and Park Service “brainstorm together to come up
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In addition to preventing the introduction of Zebra
or Quagga Mussels into the pristine lake, focus of the
decontamination stations also includes invasive
aquatic plants and non-native snails which might
innocuously be transported within water on the
boats or caked mud.

Mussels are able to survive for up to 30 days out of
water in a moist environment. At &e
decontamination stations, any residual water left
onboard a boat, including mud or vegetation, is
suspect and subject to a quick cleansing with a hot
water wash.

When inadvertently allowed to colonize and
proliferate, the mussels have the potential to wildly
multiply and eventually encrust surfaces which, in
the case of Lake San Cristobal, might include the
outlet gates and related equipment regulating the
lake’s water level.

Among those remotely attending last week’s
commissioners’ workshop, and expressing her
support for the decontamination station was Sonja
Chavez of Upper Gunnison River Water District who
offered to draft a letter to expedite funding for the
decontamination program which she termed
“incredibly important.”

“This is something which has very much been on
my mind,” Chavez told the commissioners, noting
that with lower water levels in Blue Mesa, she
foresees greater pressure on Lake San Cristobal.

Elsewhere in their multi-hour morning workshop,
Hinsdale Commissioners conferred with the county’s
Emergency Manager, Phil Graham, on the outlook
for wildfires in many areas of Colorado this summer
as the result of extremely dry conditions.

Rather than a single fire zone for the entire county,
Hinsdale is roughly configured into three separate
zones comprised of the South End of the county
abutting Archuleta County on the Upper Piedra in
San Juan National Forest, central Hinsdale County
made up of the Upper Rio Grande adjoining Creede
and Mineral County in Rio Grande National Forest,
and the north portion of the county adjacent to
Gunnison and Saguache Counties, including Town of
Lake City, within Gunnison National Forest.

Public lands managers in each region, as explained
by Graham, utilize specific criteria in determining
when to go into and out of fire bans. In evaluating
for a fire ban, U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land

Management utilize specific guidelines which he said
eliminate the “emotional aspect.”

Evaluation guidelines are based on fuel moisture,
energy release components ranging from light to
dense, fire activity, available fire fighting resources,
weather conditions and zone preparedness from a
low of 1, reflecting minimal resources, to a high of 5
with extensive resources.

When three or more of these criteria are checked as
conducive to fire, a Stage 1 Fire Ban is warranted, if a
majority of the criteria — five to six of the guidelines
— are indicative of fire danger, a complete fire ban is
instituted.

Graham explained that Town of Lake City mirrors
fire regulations which are set in place by Hinsdale
County; in unincorporated areas of the county,
Hinsdale County Sheriff Chris Kambish serves as
Fire Warden, while Fire Chief Joe Wonnacott
regulates fire prevention activity within the Town of
Lake City.

Fire restrictions come in the form of a county
resolution passed by the County Commissioners at a
special meeting citing emergency conditions. Non-
scheduled meetings of the county board require 24-
hour advance notice, although that stipulation can be
relaxed in emergency situations.

On an optimistic note at last Wednesday’s meeting,
Commissioners Borchers, Levine and Hurd breathed
a sigh of relief after meeting the May 6 deadline for
submitting a Colorado Dept. of Transportation Multi-
Model Opportunity Fund grant application under
the umbrella of the Gunnison Valley Transportation
Region.

The county is seeking $720,000 in grant funding,
not including local 10 percent match, for installation
of a 30"-wide chip and seal roadway for four miles
from the start of County Road 30 to the inlet of Lake
San Cristobal.

The proposed 30'-wide roadway would consist of
two 11"-wide vehicle lanes with delineator stripes,
and further delineation separating the vehicle lanes
from two 4’-wide bicycle lanes on the road’s
shoulders.

The chip & seal road surface would consist of 3/4”
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AGENDA ITEM 15
Citizen Comments



AGENDA ITEM 16

Future Meetings



» WATE -

» Gunnison Basin Roundtab

» UGRWCD Board Meeting - Monday, July 25,

» CO Water Congress Summer Convention - August 23-25, 202
» RESCHEDULE AUGUST UGRWCD BOARD MEETING? (August 29?)




AGENDA ITEM 17

Summary of Action Items



AGENDA ITEM 18

Adjournment
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