




In order not to get ahead of our scheduled time for the Public Hearing on the 2023 Draft Budget, President 

Michelle Pierce asked Water Resource Specialist II, Beverly Richards to go ahead and give her Basin Water 

Supply Update first. Beverly noted that her memo in the Board packet included all of the pertinent details. 

Snowpack declined since she wrote the memo and is now at 79 percent of average. She also pointed out that 

Saguache County has had low precipitation .. 

Since it was not yet 6:15 p.m. for the start of the Public Hearing, President Pierce asked Treasurer Bill 

Nesbitt to give his report. 

7. Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Bill Nesbitt reported there is no rationale for the varying returns on

US Treasuries, as some of the shorter-term treasuries are currently earning more interest than longer term 

treasuries. Bill said the big economic news today is China where there have been protests against their strict 

Covid policy which restricts its citizens from leaving home or work during an uptick in Covid cases.

Bill reported that the US is still not technically in a recession as jobs were up and there is "job inflation" all 

over the country. He said the Federal Reserve will meet this Wednesday and is expected to raise interest 

rates another 50 basis points. They could raise another 50 basis points at their January meeting as well. 

8. PUBLIC HEARING ON 2023 DRAFT BUDGET

Board President Michelle Pierce announced that we were convening the public hearing. There were no 

public comments presented about the 2023 Draft Budget. President Pierce concluded the Public Hearing. 

9. BOARD DISCUSSION ON PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS

Since there were no public comments on the budget, the Board did not hold any further discussion. 

10. GENERAL MANAGER AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

General Manager's Report: 

Doppler Radar Update: In addition to her memo in the packet, General Manager Sonja Chavez reported 

that there has been another delay in the installation of the radar. Currently, the radar is still mounted on the 

trailer, but has not been installed in its permanent location and with snow and freezing temperatures, it will 

likely not happen this winter. Sonja said the entity (Western States Water Partnership) has been a little 

disorganized and is getting familiar with what it will take to get these projects on the ground. Board 

members discussed whether the upgrade would require additional infrastructure or an upgrade in software 

and Sonja responded that she thought it was just a software upgrade. Sonja said that the District and none of 

the other funding partners have any financial obligations at this time. 
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